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Pbbbafs we cannot better introduce the following pages 
to the reader, than by noticing a few brief memoran- 
dums supplied by our dear Friend, Elias Tasted, of 
Stavonger, who was an eye-witnees of several of the 
events which he describes, being himself one of the per- 
Bona confined for somo years on board the prison-ships 
at Chatham. The document is entitled— 

" An Account of the Awakening in the Truth, which 
took place amongst the Danish and Norwegian Prison- 
ers of War in England, from the Year 1807 to 1814." 

In the latter part of the year 181 1, Enoch Jacobsen, 
a young man from Stavanger, was, by the Spirit of 
Truth, awakened to see his dangerous and forlorn con- 
dition, by which visitation he was bowed down in deep 
Borrow over his past careless course of life, whilst making 
profession of Christianity ; and, through the powerful 
oonvietiona of the Holy Spirit, he was led to see the emp- 
tiness of mere forms, and waa constrained to forsake all 
the outward professions of religion. He was then a 

Sisoner of war on board the Bahama, In Chatham river. 
e had, however, his attention turned toward one of his 
fellow prisoners, named A. Andersen, of Stavanger, who 
was one of the people called Hougeians, or Saints, with 
■whom lie had some conversation and intercourse. He 
and his companion, with some others, were sooiva.CtR's 
removed to another prison-sbip, caWeA tiae^-^eo.-, fest** 
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being then six hundred men on beard her. Here, for a 
season, they were treated with acorn and derision, on 
account of their circumapect conduct, and Btedfast walk 
in the fear of Grod. Soon after their removal, Knud 
(Canute) Halversen and Elias Tasted, both of Stavauger, 
were added to their little community. 

Some time after this, Enoch Jacobsen got acceBS to a 
Danish copy of Robert Barclay's Apology for the true 
Christian Divinity, as professed by «ie Society of 
Friends ; a book which, under tho Divine blessing, has 
opened the understandings of many, and carried convic- 
tion to their hearts. By this booft. he discovered that 
there must be a people in England who were influenced 
by the same religious views and feelings as himself. By 
a little enquiry, they got to hear of some of the Friends 
belonging to the meeting at Rochester. To one of thesB. 
by the help of a Dictionary, Enoch Jacobsen wrote a 
letter ; soon after which, they received a visit from them. 
They could not, then, at all converse intelligibly with 
eaob other ; yet, by signs, in love and friendship, they 
understood a little of each others' feelings. 

The individual to whom they had addressed the letter, 
in company with William Rickman, an aged minister, 
paid them several viaita. They were also visited by 
Frederick Smith, of Croydon, and William Martin, of 
Lewes, and other ministers of the Society. 

On one of these occasions, by permission of the ofiicerB 
on board, they hold a meeting for worship in a little 
chamber, where there were assembled twelve persons 
from Norway and Denmark, all prisoners, and of similar 
religious views. Through Divine condescension, this 
proved a heart-tendering, contriting season ; though, 
none of them imderstanding English, they could gather 
but little of the religious communi cations delivered 
amongst them by the English Friends. 

In the year 1813, they had a most acceptable vixit 
from that worthy man and laborious servant of the Lord, 
Stephen drellett, of North America, but a native of 
France. He was aooomponied by W. Rickman and 
others. By permission of tho officers, a place was pre- 
pared for a meeting on the quarter-deck, to be held 
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■the first day of the week. The officers were present, 
and as many of the people as the place would aocomnio- 
date. This proved another refreshing season. Three 
testimonies to the truth, as it is in Jesus, were delivered ; 
and the opportunity was concluded in prayer, thanksgiv- 
ing, and praise to the Lord, for this heart-tendering 
season. 

Elias Tasted remarks, " We began to hold silent 
meetings before the Lord, previous to our knowing any 
thing of the manner in which Friends in England hold 
their meetings, and were almost strangeis to their wiit- 
ings. At first, we got a little room to meet in, where 
only three persona could sit at once, until we took our 
rlittle cabin m the ship for our public meeting place, which 
was in the view of all the prisoners, who now seemed 
Tery kind to us, though previously they appeared to hate 
us. It then seemed as though the truth had more power 
over our outward than over our inward enemies. 

" In the latter part of our captivity, we were about 
thirty persons, Danes and Norwegians, who professed 
with Friends. We held our meetings for worship thrice 
m the week ; but there was seldom any instrumental 
/ministry amongst us."" 

In the year 1814, when the time of their release came, 
they were sent home to their own country, and were se- 
parated and scattered into several different localities. 
Of those who went to Christiansand and to Tronhjem 
(Drontheim), little is now known. Of the httle company 
who settled at Chiistiania, there will be found furl her 
notice in the ensuing pages. The four who settled at 
Stavanger began to bear a faithful testimony against the 
world and its spirit. They were poor, and despised by 
many, and were obliged to hold their meetings for wor- 
ship somerimes at one place, and sometimes at another, 
none possessing a house of their own. 

Several of the Society of the Hougeians were, for a 
time, very kind to them, and sometimes attended their 
meetings for worship, until there arose a difference of 
opinion between Enoch Jacobseu, of Christiania, and 
Hans Neilsen Houge. Then the latter wrote to liia 
&ienda at Stavanger, advising tKem \.o Wse xio'CGWi^'wi 




do with the Quake™ ; and thus-they became quite lepa- 
rated, which tended to the preservation of Friends. 
See pp. 18, 38. 

In the attempt to trace the Rise and Progress of 
Friends in Norway, it has been expedient to have large 
recourse to the correspondence which they have main- 
tained with Frienda in England, in the absence of per- 
sonal intercourse or oral communication. The transla- . 
tions of some letters or other documents which they have 
attempted, or their own letters when they have written 
in English, though the sense intended may generally be 
safely gathered, yet, in most cases, the language has 
required considerable correction, in order to adapt it to 
the English reader. In many instances, their own 
phraseology is so simple and full of meaning, that it has 
been retained. 

The journals of those Friends who have visited them, 
have been freely used ; as that of William Allen, who, 
in company with Stephen Grcllett, paid them a visit in 
the year 1818; and that of Thomas Shillittoe, in 1821. 
Also, a paper has been furnished by Isaac Sharp, who 
visited them, in company with E. O. Tregelles and John 
Budge, in 18i6. Two or three papers are also inserted 
by permission of the meeting for sunerings. 
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The first mdividual who appeara to liave embraced the 
priuciples of Friends, as far as has yet been discovered, was 
Euoch Jacobsen, of Stavanger, who was bom there about 
the year 1790. T-Tis father was a carpenter. When he was 
eleven years of age, he was apprenticed to an apothecary, 
with whom he remained about live years, when he felt an 
iiiclination to go to sea. On t]ie 4t}) of the 10th mo., 1808, 
without the coiiaent or linowledge of his parents, he went on 
board the Havneren, a privateer, which soon put to sea; 
but they were out but three days, when they were captured 
by a British frigate, tlio Ariadne, and taken to Lcith harbour 
in Scotland, where he was imprisoned. In a letter to a 
Friend, dated on board the Fyen prison-ship, then at Chat- 
ham, he thus describes his feelings on the event : — 

" I am grieved to write this ; but I hope all is past, aud 
that I hare witnessed forgiveneas, even as the Apostie saya, 
* Ye arc cleansed.' When I had been about three years 
in the prison in Scotland, I was removed hither. 




" Thia voyage, when I was taken prisoner, was the first time 
I had been at sea, and I had no thought jet as to what 
would beeomB of my aoul when I leave this state of existence ; 
but I wandered after my bodily senses, and thought that 
surely I was a Christian, and that I was alive— hut I was dead. 

" I continued so for a time, when the Almighty was 
pleased to convince me that it waa not the way to hccome a 
tme Christian, so long as I followed such a course ; but that 
a man must witness repentance, and become a new creature, in 
order to witness salvation and eternal [jeace in Jesus Christ" 

He further adds, " Dear brethren, I will now in short tell 
you how wonderful and impenetrable the ways of God are. 
His goodness and his mercy are so wonderfully great, that 
He would guide me in the right way. I, who am bo young, 
and have sinned so much, He would lead me in the right 
way, and not suffer me to be overcome of evil, if I would 
but follow his commands. You may see that I am not a 
learned person. I do not know when I have read tlie Holy 
Bible, and it is but lately th:it I have ohtainoil a Testament ; 
but I now read in it often, and have need to do so." 

He then expresses the dIfKculty he had in unfolding his 
views to them, for want of a. better knowledge of the lan- 
guage. He adds, — 

" I believe as long as you are led and guided by the Spi- 
rit of truth, that vou will rejoice with me for the great grace 
that I have lately received of the merciful God ; and my 
wish is, that l>oth you and I may remain faithful unto the 
end, and sacrifice ourselves to the Almighty, with all our 
hearts and minds, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who came to 
save perishing sinners, and to shew us his glory that was 
given him by the Father, if we will follow htm in all things." 

" I was glad to observe your zeal, and for that answer you 
^ave me, that you did not use any compliments ; for, by that 



nnderstandiDg and wisdom that the just God has given me, 
and gives to all them that will follow his cominanda, I 
thought it must be given you of God, and that it was done 
to prove what sort of a spirit had led me to this work, whe- 
ther it was the spirit of the world, or the Spirit of truth, 
which Jesus Christ gives to all them who do His will and 
confess His name. And so I beseech the Omniscient Goil 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he will make you 
sensible that these words that I now speak are not of myself, 
but of God. My wish and desire ia to do the will of God, 
as much aa he will give me strength and instruction for, by 
his good Spirit. I am satisfied nothing is wanting on his 
part, for he dispenses his gifts to all : to some he gives one, 
to some two, (o others three pounds (or talents), as they are 
fiuthful. I have a great desire to write you a few words, 
and to obtain an answer, my brethren ; that I may be afresh 
animated and instructed, and to have my attention more 
properly fixed in the Spirit, so that the little spark I have 
may not be extinguished, but more and more enlightened. 

" Then, I feel that Satan seems determined to prevent me 
from worshipping God as I should, or getting into the spiri- 
tual state. But, dear brothers, how ingenious and guileful 
he is .' Shall he, then, subdue God's children ? Surely he 
may bite the heel ; hut as soon aa the Spirit of God draws 
near to me, I con fully resist him. And aa I am still young 
in Christ, my desire is great to speak with you, my brothers ; 
for I know that God has given you great grace, and has 
counted you worthy to suffer for his name's sake, and that 
he has given you success. You will, therefore, receive your 
reward. God has done such a thing in you that you should 
be in Him an elected people. Let Him be honoured and 
praised through all etenuty." 
B 2 



He further describes liis religious experience : — " I was 
often led by the Spirit of God to do his will ; but I found it 
very difficult to deny myself. I was mucli distressed, day 
and nigrht, and anxions after God : then this godly sorrow 
effected repentance unto blessedness, which cannot ves, I 
often rejoiced in God for the ^at grace he had lieatowed 
upon me ; and I had a great desire to read of what God pro- 
mised them who would follow him, and I had Hometime a 
foretaat« of the joy of heaven — which now I may strive 
after, but cannot attain to, except when the Almighty 
pleases, whose mercy is great to a sinner who will repent 
and turn to him. 

" But Satan, who in his cunning and subtilty prevents us 
from doing good, and will release none, often inspired the 
thought that there was no delivei'ance for me, and that I 
might desist, as it was of no use. But God, our Lord, was 
stronger than he : I saw, in the true wonls of Jesus Christ, 
that it was such man as 1 he came to save. 

" My desire was great to converse with such men as could 
tell me about the secret workings of the Almighty ; for I 
eould not find that satisfaction that I wished in any thing 
that 1 read. Therefore 1 see that I then was, and still am, 
in want of wisdom lo lead me to the Spirit of our Lord ; for 
without his assistance, no creature can do any thing. And 
I am convinced, by this Spirit, that there is a great secret in 
the word, which no human creature, with his own natural 
powers merely, can discern ; yet it is opened to those whom 
the Almighty knows will he faithful, and preserve it in ho- 
nour. And as it is what cannot be bought with money, as 
other things can, my wish is to preserve his tBurd in a clean 
heart, and to i>ear the fruit thereof in a holy course of life ; 
and that I may follow his commands by the guidance of his 
8[Hrit, tlirough the assistance of our Ijord Jesus Christ ; thai 



I may be constant to the end, and afterwards obtain eternal 
glory in him. 0, my bretliren, that we all could obtain 
this ! — having in view the joy and crown which ia in reserve 
for all that will follow Jesus Christ. ! I wish that I 
were worthy to be a brother in Christ, and to do nothing but 
what is agreeable to God our Lord. I think you will feel, 
if you are guided by the Spirit of God, that these words are 
not fables or fictions, but that it is come as to my mouth 
what I should speak, being led thereto by the Spirit of God. 

that I could get something from you, my brethren, to en- 
large my desire for pleasing God, that Satan may not get 
the advantage over me, or that I should fall into carnal se- 
curity and the sin of indifference, but that I may be watch- 
^1 unto the end. 

I was on board another prison-ship, and there I saw one 
of Robert Barclay's books, and wished to have had it longer ; 
Imt it belonged to the ship,* and I was moved from that 
to this. I saw that the Spirit of God had led and en- 
lightened you, and that you were counted worthy to suffer 
reproach for hia name's sake ; that he had chosen you to be 
Ilia people, and that you should shine in darkness ; tliat un- 
"believers should see your good works, and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. 

My desire was so great that I had no rest without using 
every means to mention all these things to you. How could 

1 dare to write and call you brothers, if I had not been led 
to it by the Spirit of God ? For I do not know you after 
the flesh, nor you me, but after the Spirit ; and I can feel 

There ii reaaon to believe fblt the copy of BarclBy'ii Apology, in 
the Daninh langnage, here &llode<l to, waB placed an bosid that Testel 
by that hithful snd diligenC labourer in the Lord's service, John Abbot, 
of Plymonlh. 
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that I have unitT with your zeal, and that yon are led by 
the Spirit of truth, and that it is God, of his great gmciB, 
who doth these things. May he be praised and honoured 
now and eternally I 

" I beg you, my brethren, if you oauDot come youraelvflB 
on board to speak with me, that you will send me some of 
your books, and write me a. few lines. Now, for the pre- 
sent, I have relieved my mind. The great and almighty 
God, who has in a wonderi'ul manner pertbrmed all this, be 
thanked, praised, honoured, and glorified tor ever. Amen. 
' " Grac« and peace be with your spirit. 

" Enoch Jacobsen. 
" Fyen prison-ship, 8 mo. 21, 1812." 

They were thus brought under the notice of Friends of 
Chatham and London; and the next letter to be noticed is from 
the same writer to William Foster, jun., of Tottenham : — 

"Thou hast rejoiced ine greatly by ibosQ bookg 

thou didst send me, and which I received on the 24th of the 
1st mo., 1813 ; and 1 ho{>e, by the assistance of them, to lie 
greatly forwarded in the English language. I feel that thy 
love to me is very great, as tbou hast taken so great pains 
to procure them for me. But when I began to study 
the English Grammar, I found it would be too diflicultto 
learn it before I had a perfect knowledge of ray own. 1 
have therefore put a stop to the study of tlie English for 
some time, until I have learned the Danish more perfectly. 
Acconling to the speaking of the English, I am tolerably 
well acquainted with what occurs in common discourse, and 
to speak well enough for any to understand my meaning. 

" Thou didst wish to know if I had received intelligenee 
fr«iu any of my friends in Norway, and I feel that it yna 



done by thee with the intention to comfort me in my solitary 
situation. I have to answer thee tliat I Ao not es])e<'t intel- 
ligence from any, except from those who do the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. I have a motlier, sisters, and bro- 
ther-in-law, who all feel a tender love for me. Oh! how 
great ia my longing to announce the will of our Father, not 
only to these, but to all men on the earth ; that they may 
see and feel their sins, and that it ia their Heavenly Father's 
will to free them from them." 

The letter from which the last extract ia taken is dated 
Fyen prison-ship, Feb. 4, 1813. 

In another letter, addressed to a Friend, of Chatham, 
dated " 20th of April, 1813," he alludes to the efforts which 
Friends were making to obtain permission from the Transport 
Board fur some of the prisoners to attend Friends' meetings 
on shore, and alludes lo the probability of peace being 
eflected between Denmark and England. He also proposes 
furnishing a list of those on board who were inclined to em- 
brace the principles of Friends, most of whom were from 
Stavauger. Tliis list does not appear amongst the papers. 

We will now introduce to the notice of the reader another 
individual, whose name will have to occupy a prominent 
position in these pages. It appears that the following letter, 
dated on board the same prison-ship, but the date not fully 
given, was written about this period. It is addressed to Sa- 
muel Wheeler, of Chatham. The language is a little cor- 
rected : — 

" My dear friend,^! send thee, as thou hast ordered me, 
a list of ihe number of ua brothers now here on board. We 
all acknowledge the love thou bearcat for ua, and the goodness 
and kindness you feel for ua, cajrtivated poor fellows ; and 
we assure Uiee that we are not insensible of that Christianity 
'■which thou always givcst iie proof of. Please to salute the 



Friends on my behalf, dear brother 1 1 have a good man; 
things to say to thee, if I were not a stranger in this lan- 
guage ; but I hope thou wilt understand my opinion from 
these few words. I am very siclt (spiritually) for want of 
medicamenta. I have searched, but have not found : I am 
as one who ilnds no strength in his hone- I oft«u wish that 
I could find an experienced, faithful Friend, who could give 
me some word of consolation, that I may become patient, to 
wait for the hour of cleansing, and of healing of my severe 
wounds. May I wait for that liappy providential moment. 
I may likewise assure thee that there are many of my bro- 
thers here on board, who have already received considerable 
strength from the Lord. Some ten of us fain desired to get 
ashore on the First Day. We have written to the agent, 
Captain Stuckingson, but received no answer. 

" I remain, with affection, thy sincere, but at present in- 
consolable friend, — Elias Bliaben Tasted." 



LIET OF 

Anders Andersen Begends. 
Even Samuel Mogleboust. 
Lars Larssen Geilene. 
El lei Sivertsen Kleppe. 
Isaih laairsen Brevig. 
Lars Monsen Lillesand. 
Konncs Johnsen Christiansand. 
Asflag Kjedelscn Cliristiaosand. 
Ole Ilasmussen Bronelbcrg. 
Berent Itasmusscn Brevig. 
Jena Jorgensen D'am. 
Jens Larsen Fladstrand. 



NAUSS. 

Feder Basmuesen Sualq 
Peder Waadssrain. 
Christen Larson Lit. 
C. Christiansen Eube^.' 
Christen Pcderaen Olborg. 
Neils Sorensen Ellomg. 
Pedcr Andreas Termans^ 
Naaver 0. Dahl. 
Karl Pedersen Boensc. 
Lars Nygaard, 
Ole Edwartsen Loge. 
Elias Eliassen Taastad. 1 



N. B. — Enoch Jacobsen's name is not in the aboveli 
Possibly he may have previously obtained bis liberty. 



find he was in London in the eighth month of this year, 
where he obtained employm^it in the ambrella manufactory, 
with Samuel South all. 

It appears that in the year 1814, a little before they were 
liberated, they received another acceptable visit from Frede- 
rick Smith, of London, accompanied by William Martin, of 
Lewis. William Richman, of Rochester, and other Friends 
rf that Meeting, exercised a friendly and fatherly care over 
them, which appears to have been blessed to several of them, 
and tended to their establishment in the truth. We cannot 
hetter promote the object of these pages than by inserting 
■ome estracts from the correspondence between them and 
aome of those Friends who felt ao deeply interested in their 
welfare, 

r From Frederick Smith to Enoch Jocobsen— Croyden, 4th 
tto. 2. 1814 :— 

"Dear Enoch, — There will be sent some copies of Bar- 
day's Apology and other books, to be distributed to those 

prisoners who may not have them I wish thee to get 

■ny further information thou canst, respecting The Uorway 
Saints, and let me have it as soon as thou canst. I feel 
Tery much interested about the poor prisoners, and also re- 
specting The Saints ; and I want Friends generally to feel 
the same interest. When thou goest on board, give my dear 
love to the prisoners, and tell them they are very near my 
lueart, and I hope that the Lord will preserve them, so as 
that nothing may induce them to return back to the world, 
but continually to remember how he visited their poor souls 
IB their great distress, whereby he shewed them that though 
ihey were in trouble, and in much affliction, yet if they kept 
bumble, under the trying dispensation, he could give them 
that sweet enjoyment of his love and power, that could 
make up for trials an hundred times greater tliaa tKe^ had. 
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Hidured. And this wae a foretaate of tliose heavenly eDJof- 
ments tliat those are at times favoured with, who are obedi- 
ent to him. 

" But they must remember that while they were thus kd, 
they were in the infant or child's state, and that as they 
grow up towards manhood in Christ Jesus, they must expect 
little difficulties, and they will be tried by his withdrawing 
himself for a while ; and thus we are made to prove om 
love to him. For if, when he leaves us, we still maintain 
our love, and are as faithful as when he first visited our 
poor souls, it is then he strengthens and exercises us many 
ways, that we may be experienced in the ways of the ever- 
lasting truth ; that, by this experience, we may be helpful 
to others, and which we could not be, if we were always 
living on milk, like bal)es. But the time must come when 
we are to be useful to others : we must eat strong meat — so 
shall we become strong men in the Lord. 

" This latter part I wish thee to look at, and remember 
that those who thirst after Divine enjoyments are not the 
most useful, but rather those that are the most faithful ; and 
this, I believe, is thy ease. Thou lovest the Lord, and art 
distressed when he hides his face from thee, and art only 
desirous that he should love thee. From whence proceeds 
this desire after his love ? Why, it is from himself. Thou 
oouldst not have this hunger and this thirst, if he hod not 
given it to thee. Then be contented in the fiilfilling of his 
words in his own time, and that will be when thou art pa- 
tiently resigned to endure spiritual suffering. It is said, 
* Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteonuiess, 
for they shall l>e filled. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.' 



" Mj dear love ia to thee and Canute, &c., &c., &c. 
sfiecticmate friend, — Fkbdbkick Saiith." 

Ole Edwardaen Loge to Frederick Smith — Fyen, 6th mo. 
,18, 1814 :— 

" Dear Friend, — Seeing that it is a great concern with 
ithee, aa well aa some others, exactly to know and have a 
.true account of the Religious Society in Norway, called 
Sainlt, it seems to be my duty to inform thee that lately we 
have got one or two hooka relative to this subject, written 
by the founder of the sect, Hans Neitseu Houge himself. 
The first is ' Befiectiona on the Foolishness of the World.' 
The second book contains ' The Principles of the Literature 
©f Cliristianity.' Shouldst thou be desirous of getting them 
.sent to thee (aJthougli they are likely not to he so delightful 
to thee as perhaps thou hadst thought), I will instantly send 
ithem to Chatham. There is one of the aforesaid Society on 
board the Belliquer, named Thorbjom Knudsen ; and it is 
from him we have got these hooks. 

" It might be of good consequence for our unfortunate 
brothers in Norway to become acquainted with you ; for I 
inow they love the Friends in England. I sincerely wish 
it was in my power, in this language, to express mj feelings 
of thine and thy fellow brothers' goodness towards me and my 
companions ; for I understand that it is you, next to God, 
io whom thanks belong, for our knowledge of the blessing 
•of the truth, which I hope we are about to receive. I have 
Ijeen your enemy ; and you have treated me as your friend — 
jour son. I have been one of your persecutors ; and you 
consider me as your best friend. Oh ! your reward must be 
great. Enoch Jacobeen knows what sort of man I have 
been. I constantly disputed with him, and often said to my 
friends, ' They who know something of religion, will not 
leasily be a Quaker.' At the same time, it was as though a. 
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man bKouIiI speak to me these words : ' Thoa oughtat not to i 
keep more discourse with Enoch relative to that subjet 
because it is perhaps not impossible to be doing evil, and 
not know it thyself.' I thought myself wise enough, but 
was thus reproved. 

" It is, indeed, very little that I yet understund ; but I am 
glad that I have found the way foe finding the truth ; and, 
by the Lord's assistance, I hope to do so. 

" Yet, weak as I am, I heartily desired it might be in thy 
mind to send me a few words of confirmation. Thou hast 
reason to answer me, in truth, that there are many words of 
this sort for me in the Bible. Yea, there are ; yet some 
lines of comfort also would be very acceptable, particularly 
when they come from an upright and experienced man. 
Thine and thy companions' words, in your test (preaching), 
were very pleasing to me ; and 1 hear of many more who 
tlien understood them. I assure thee they will be kept in 
remembrance. There will, as thou saidst, come a winter 
season ; but let it come ; if it please God, he can carry me 
over it. I am not sorry to suffer for a good cause ; bnt I 
would be ashamed and afraid to suffer, being a guilty per* 
son. SuHerings, has the Divine Deliverer pleased, should 
be the lot of every one that wishes to be a true ChriHtian ; 

therefore we should be patient 

" I beg thee to accept my dear love to thee, thy family, 
and other dear friends ; this salutation being also retaken 
from my brothers on board here. I bid thee farewell, wish- 
ing that I could be worthy to remain, thy sincere friend,— 
"Olb EnWAfiDssy Logs." 
The next two letters are from imother of the pri»oaera, 
who thus describes himself: — " I inhabit in a port called 
Eobervig, of Charmen Island, twenty-four mile* northward 
from Stavanger. I have been master of vessels in the coast 
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'«nd fishing trade, in the enmmer; and, in the winter eeasoii, 
% am busy in teaching young persons writing and naviga- 
tion. I have never been in the king's servic-e, having got 
privilege of fieedom. I have a wife and two children ; a 
'eon, eighteen, and a daughter, fonrteen years of age. I have 
"also step-children ; three sons and one daughter. 

" Kaaveh 0. Dahi. 
" To Frederick Smith." 

" Fyen, the 10th of June, 1814. 

" Dear friends, — Your last presence here on board have 
comforted my soul, and I am joyful in the love of the Lord, 
And of the true religion of the church of Christ, which I 
Aall bear in mind all the days of my life. Tou have 
■helped to support me and my friends, both in soul and body. 
Receive ray sincere gratitude, as a token of my love to thee 
fend to all the Friends in your country, 

" By occasion of the war, I am put in this confinement, 
and restrained of my bodily liberty ; but feeling myself to be 
in a sweet liberty as to my sou!, I thank God heartily, who 
lias been ao kind to me, and brought me here Ui receive his 
Divine blessing, and has used jtm as a means to save me, and 
drawing me from worldly thoughts to the right way, and to be 
a child of the Heavenly Father, redeemed by our Saviour, and 
to be a true believer, and of the church of Christ. My prayer 
is to be constantly preserved in the true religion, and in the 
true hope of eternal happiness in the world to come, where 
our blessed Saviour is gone to prepare a place for us, and 
for every one who, in faith and true love to him, endures 
the allotted trials and sufferings with patience, regarding 
the short troubles and miseries of this life as nothing, in 
comparison with the glory of that life which is eternal. 
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" Receive these few lines as a token of the eincere love of 
your afiectionate friend, 

" Kaavbr 0. Dahl." 

The period now drew near when these brethren in bondi 
were to be liberated, and separated, In some degree, &om that 
close and tender Christian fellowship in which several of 
them had, for some time, beneficially participated. The fol- 
lowing short letter describes their sensations on this event 
It is from the pen of 01c Edwardsen Loge, dated Belleqaeitui, 
17th of 9th mo., 1814:— 

" Dear friend (name not given), — Two Swedish frigatea 
are ready for us, and we wait hourly for orders for our being 
sent on board. It is my duty, on my own and my compa- 
nions' behalf, to bid thee dearly farewell. We thank thee 
for all that care and affection tliou still hast shewn towards 
us ; and we desire thou wilt have the goodness to remember 
our doe acknowledgments to all the Friends, who, as well U 
thyself, have been careful for our true prosperity. The 
Lord reward you for It I 

" We are somewhat alflicted because we are now to be se- 
parated one from another, and because we may now have to 
experience severe trials ; but we trust in God. When he i» 
with us, we have to fear for nothing. Wheresoever we ar- 
rive, we shall give you account, if possible. Keceive, all of 
you, our dear love, and farewell for ever. 

" Thy unworthy friend, Olb Edwabpsbn Looi." 

Three of the Friends, of Rochester, sent, through Canute 
Halversen, Ellas Tasted, and Even Samuelscn, a few line«, 
by way of certllicatc. In a letter, accompanying this docu- 
mcnt, the Friends observe, " We have endeavoured to word 
the document in such a way that it may extend to all ; and 



m hope that if there be a probabilitjr of its being of aeivice 
to any of them, at any time, that you will not fail to use 
your endeavours for them, if their conduct and conversation 
correspond with their profeasion. And we feel very desirous 
that this may be the case with you all : that your meek, in- 
offensive deportment, may gain you general esteem, and 
evince to the world that you are redeemed from the spirit of 
war, and are the followers of our meek, lowly, crucified 
Redeemer. This will recommend you to the kind notice of 
all conaiderate, religiously disposed persona. 

" And may the heavenly dew, that descended upon the 
momituna of Zion, descend and remain oa you 1 

" Tour truly affectionate frienda." 

" To all whom theae may concern. 
" Canute Halveraen, whilst having been a priaoner of war 
at this port, haa, we believe, been favoured with the tender- 
ing influences of the love of God ; and becoming a little 
acquainted with us, members of the Religious Society of 
Friends {called Quakers), a people, in those parts, who, 
amongst other noble testimonies (an able Apology for which 
ke haa with him, in his own language), hold the inconsis- 
tency of war with the Goapel Dispensation, and therefore 
cannot, for conscience aake, engage therein. And we be- 
lieve that he, with others of his countrymen, are made par- 
takers, with us, of the same precious peaceable testimony ; 
and we are desirous of recommending him to the kind atten- 
tion of those with whom hia lot may be cast, that he may be 
permitted to have their support in this religious scruple, and 
witness preservation. 

"Chatham, county of Kent, England, 12th of the 2Qd 

month, 1814." 

c2 
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A considerable number of Friends' books, part of them in 
tLe Danish language, were supplied by the Mesting for 
Sufferings, to be distributed amongst the prisoners on their 
return to their respective homes, 

Eliae Tasted thus dcflcribes the events of this period:— 
"In the latter part of the year 1814, we were diachaiged 
&om eur im[irisoiiment, and taken, hy two Swedish frigates, 
to Chriatiaoia in Norway, and the Danes to their own place. 
Then this poor and mournful little flock became separated 
and scattered, each to his own place of abode, far distant one 
from another, scarcely two or three Friends to any one place. 
"We were, however, four, belonging Stavanger, viz., Lars 
Lareen, Ole Franck, Even Samuelsen, and Elias Tasted. 
On our return, we were as poor and strange servants ; yet 
we came to live so near one another, that we kept up oar 
meetings for worship, two or tliree times in the week, con- 
stantly ; when a few others sometimes came and sat with ns, 
either in a loft or in a chamber. We were then as a strange 
and despised people to the great professors ; but the Lord 
preserved us in our testimonies, through many and varioas 
trials and afHictions, which we then hod to ejidure for the 
truth's sake. Our sufferings were principally caused by the 
clergy, who stirred up the magistrates to persecution." 

On the arrival of the Friends at Christiania from their 
imprisonment, they became a little acquainted with the 
founder of the people called Hougeans, vis., Hans Neilson 
Houge. He appears to have been the first of those called 
Saints, alluded to by Frederick Smith. He received tliese 
Friends kindly for a time, but afterwards became their ojh 
ponent. 

Some of them remained in Christiania ; others got settled 
near Tronhjim; others went to Christiansand, and one to 
Hotmerstrand. In 1847, ElJos Tasted bad a letter from this 



last mentioned, Ole Bitnberg, stating tliat he still loved the 
truth, of which lie became convinced in their captivity ; al- 
though, being alone, be bad not bome euch a public testi- 
mony against the world as becomes a true self-denying 
follower of Christ. 

Berent Basmussen, in a letter to a Friend, of Bochester 
Meeting, thus describes some of his own trials : — 

" When I came to Norway, I got a situation in a shop, 
though the master did not just want me at that time ; but 
■8 Hans Neilsen Honge is brother-in-law to my master, it 
was thought best to keep me here, to try my conversation, 
and become acquainted with the principles I professed. The 
&mily have been very kind to me, though I often fell into 
many exercises ; but the Lord of heaven and earth has been 
graciously pleased to strengthen me from time to time. I 
often feel myself in vteakness and in fear, lost I should lose 
those divine favours which I had received of the Lord. I 
Iiave often thought of you, my friends, desiring that the 
Father of Mercies would be pleased to keep you in his own 
losom, as he has been pleased to condescend to us his blessed 
Spirit, through our Lord Jeaus Christ ; and as here, in this 
■world, there are many temptations which may anrround us, 
jet, if we keep near to the fountain of life, it will preserve 
OS in every state, as I can a little witness of the mercies of 
God ; though I feel myself not so perfect as perhaps the 
Lord requires ; but as my desires to be guided of Him con- 
tinue, I hope he will strengthen me, by his own power, to 
overcome that which may displease him. 

" It did not, at first, seem so pleasant to me, and was a 
great exercise, because I had none to unite vrith me in the 
mode of worship, which the Lord himself had taught me. 
I Bometimes met together with the ' Saints ;' but it did not 
■atisfy me, as their mode of worship consisla in praying and. 
c 3 
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singing, whenever ttey come together. Thus, it b in timr 
own will. I was fearful of being drawn into the same. I 
did not understand bo much of these people as I have known 
since; for they tried very much to have got me into the 
same way of worship, had not the Lord been pleased to shew 
me that it was wrong, and did not please him. 

" I sometimes waited in silence by myself; but, as I vras 
a servant, I did not demand of the maater any room in the 
honse for religious worship ; and thus I continued until my 
&iend Enoch Jaoobeen came to this place ; and ho is here 
in thia house still. He did not like, neither, to hear such 
singing, but told them that It did not please our Lord, aa it 
was done in their own will. Enoch and I have had many 
sweet opportunities together ; and we have regular meetii^ 
for worship, every first day forenoon and atWnoon ; and 
we are greatly strcngtliened by our heavenly Father, 

" The mistress of the house attends our meetings, and 
also the master ; though he has not yet got a true sense of 
the ' still small voice ;' but baa, no doubt, been visited by 
Christ Jesus, though he has rather fed in a wrong way ; >o 
that he must be brought down (in bis mind) before the life 
can rise afresh. His wife, who is a sister of Uans Neilsen 
Houge, is much persecuted of her brother, and many others 
of the same Society : but she has confesse<I openly to them 
that true religion does not consist in such outward things. 
And I think it is a great blessing to me that the Lord has 
been pleased to open the way thus. May he be pleased to 
strengthen her ui liia fear, and carry on bis great work to his 
own glory. 

" It is remarkable liow He has thus visited us poor crea- 
tures. May we never forsake him, but wait on his coode- 
Mending love, and bumble ourselves before liim, and walk 
with fear in his sight. 
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" I feel much for thee, and wish your pi'eaerration in the 
love which comes by Jesus Christ. May the Lord he pleased 
to reward thee for all the kindneaa to me an<l my other com- 
paniooa. My dear love to '^'illiuiii Hickman. 

" Thy affectionate friend and brother, 

" Berekt Rasmubsen." 

There is, amouget the papers, another letter written about 
HiiB period ; and though it is unsigned, yet it is bo deacrip- 
tiva of the constancy of these poor Friends, and of some of 
tiie trials to which they were exposed, that it will be perueed 
with interest : — 

" Dear friend and brother, — If this letter reach thee, I 
believe it will satisfy both thee and other friends that I am 
welt in Christ. I shall first inform thee how it has been 
with me since I have been in Norway. When I got home 
to my mother, she began to cry, and told me that she had 
been expecting pleasure in seeing me, but now I came home 
to give her sorrow ; and I found it hardly possible to satisfy 
her. But the prieat came, and would sijeak with me. I 
was not then at home. He asked if I had any books, and 
my mother took the New Testament, and shewed him. He 
aaked again if I had any other hooks. My mother said they 
were all lent out. Then the priest wished me to call on 
him, and take with me all the books I had of the people 
called Quakers. When I came home, my motlier seemed 
more satisfied, as the priest had not said any thing unfa- 
vourable of the principles I professed ; and told her she 
should not lament so over her son, I went to the priest, 
and took with me 11. Barclay's Apology, William Penn'a 
Key, and Dell on Baptism. There was in company with 
him a gentleman, and they desired me to let them have the 
books, and I replied they were welcome. They asked me if 
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I knew the Bible and New Testament. I said I was not 
much learned in the Scriptures. They enquired, ' Why do 
you not take off your hat ?' and also about oaths and war. 
When they could take no advantage of me in these points, 
they told me if I would come forth in the moving of the 
Spirit, and declare it in the Freuch and Greek language, 
they would believe me. The priest said he thought it 
would be best for me to go over to England, among my 
friends there, where I should enjoy peace. When they had 
used all the means they could with me, and discovered tliat 
I was not much versed in tlie Scriptures, they told me it 
was the devil that had entered my heart, and that of every 
Quaker, As they found that though I was not much ac- 
quainted with Scripture, and yetanawereil discrejtly, tbey 
grew tired. I then reniemhere<i what Frederick Smith told 
me, that when we were brought before magistrates, &o., it 
should be given ns what we ought to speak, and I found it 
verified. 

" At another time, as I was on business for my maat«r, to 
pay money to a lieutenant, he struck mo because I could not 
take my hat off, and was so angry as to pull it off my head, 
and pull me by the hair, and forced me out of doors, and it 
was with difhculty I could get my hat again. He gnashed 
his teeth at me, and appeared very angry. 

" At another place, I was told that I must leave the 
country in twenty-four hours, as no other religions are U>- 
lerated than the Lutheran ; and that, if I would not desert 
my religion, I must post over to England ; for there was no 
Quakers in this country ; and that if one stopped here, be 
would make an uproar, and would be worse than Hans 
Keilscn Houge, who had deceived many. I have been witb 
H. N. Houge. He said he had been in eleven prit 



his rdigiouB principles. He told me I was but a young 
brother, and could not yet bear strong food." 

There is also a letter to a Friend, of Rochester, from 
Thornes Jolinsen, wlio appears to }iave gone as captain of a 
vessel sailing from, and belonging to, Ghristiansand. It is 
dated, 4 mo. 2i, 1815. He writes, " May the Lord hold ue 
in his blessed liands for ever. I have seen the Lord's great 
wonders and strength in a distant land, bo that He is every 
where. He is the light that shines in our hearts, and has 
chosen a people from all the earth to be liis sons and daugh- 
ters, and he will be their God. I see that many of the peo- 
ple go the road that leads to destruction ; and not many 
know of the blessed spirit within, the light of life that is 
given, in measure, to all people. 

" The people of Norway are under a hard press by the cler- 
gy, for they do what he says, wiiether it be wrong or right. 
Those books given to me, I have lent out. The people 
called Sainta are very near to them [the principles set forth 
in the books] ; and they confess that it is the same blessed 
Spirit that has called them to repentance. Many of them 
ue real true Christians ; and there is great hopes of othere. 
Many of them are farmers. 

" May the Lord God of all prosorve vs in the path of life ! 
I will say, for ray part, that it was the best voyage I have 
done over the sea, that time I came to England ; for then I 
found God, my real Father and Preser\'er, And I will say, 
in the language quoted by Job Scott, ' For all I thank thee : 
most for the severe.' " He then speaks of the effects of the 
war in depressing the value of the currency, and the suffering 
consequent thereon. 

In the course of the year 1815, some of the little company 
at Ghristianta became unsettled ; one of them in reference 
to a marriage rather too hastily contracted, and not accom- 




plished in a manner satisfactory to his brethren ; tfaougli, 
some time afterwards, he appears to have been measurablj 
restored. Hia wife also evinced a friendly spirit. Some ol 
them, giving themselves up to a wayward course, attempted 
to excuse themselves on the plea of Divine guidance ; thus 
allowing Satan, the adversary, to assume the garb of an 
angel of light. In 1816, Enoch Jatobsen, who luid beoi 
left in England, as before mentioned, joined the little com- 
pany at Christiania. His presence appeared to contribate 
to the restoration of love and harmony. They met at tlmee, 
in their meetings for worship, about eleven persona. It is 
probable that H. N. Houge, by his subtilty, contributed to 
the unaettlement amongst them ; at least that appears to 
have been the opinion of Enoch Jacobsen, 

In a letter describing some of these occurrences, which ap- 
pears to be from Canute Halversen (though it is not signed), 
he thus expresses himself: — 



" Many may call Friends' principles, or some of them, of 
little consequence, and small thIngB. But the small things, 
when despised, open the way for the greater : and bo, by 
degrees, little by little, until the mind becomes so darkened 
that all this will be called ' nothing.' Thus are poor cres- 
tures deceived ! And as the love of inGnite wisdom is, in a 
great degree, afresh extended to lead back again such poor 
mortals, yet the cross will be greater than before, and more 
difBcult to bear. Oh I how I often sigh under a sense of 
weakness. How dilhcnlt it is to stand on the rigbt ground, 
when no support can be felt. Oh ! I do feel the necessity 
of drawing near to Him who takcth away the fear of men, 
and can make his people stand as firm as in a buttle.'' 

We now have to notice an important event in the history 
of the Society of Friends in Norway — the visit of Stephen 




Orellett and William Allen to the various little eettlements 

of them there ; which waa of a. very comforting, Btrangthen 
ing character to them. Perhaps it cannot be better intro- 
duced than by an extract from a letter from Enoch Jacobsen, 
then in London, to a Friend, of Rochester : — 

" London, 7th mo. 30th, 1818. 
"My dear friend, — I arrived here the 12th, being only 
ten days from Christiania until we landed at Gravesend. I 
left our Friends at home pretty well, and Canute desired his 
love to thee ; also, L. Larsen and Lara Monseu. I had also 
a letter from Elias £. Tasted, in which he desired his love 
to thee." 

He then alludes to some application* made to the Swedish 
government for the relief of Friends in Norway, adding, " I 
may say there are no laws yet made in favour of Friends ; 
so that those who stand firm to their principles, act contrary 
to the laws of the country. Friends must be resigned to 
take the consequence ; and I should be very glad, at the 
present moment, that our Friends, with myself, might be so 
fltrengthened as to endure any hardship which Providence 
may see meet to permit to be inflicted upon any of those who 
may be willing to stand faithful to the truth, in order, for 
the more or greater breaking forth of his light, and the glo- 
rious knowledge ; though I do not think that he is willing 
I to inflict more than his poor followers will be enabled to 
bear. 
" All is quiet at present, so that we have not suffered any 
imprisonment yet ; though we may, in some respects, have 
many difficulties. 
" Thou wDt be much surprised at dear Stephen Grellett'a 
intention to visit our country ; also some parts of Sweden, 
* See Afpbndix, A. 
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th^ce to Russia, and by the Black Sea to Constantmople. 
William Allen is to accompany him. 

** I was favoured with a letter from Thomas Christy, be- 
fore I left home ; and I was glad to reach this country at a 
very good time. I wish much that strength and ability 
could be so far extended to me, that I could render the 
Friends all the assistance they may want. 

** Thou wilt conclude, from what I have said, that I shall 
have to accompany the Friends through Norway and 8w^ 
den, and so far as I can see my way to go. A vessel is en- 
gaged, lying at Harwich, to take us to Stavanger, and to 
stop there a few days, and thence to Ghristiansand ; ftom 
which we intend to travel by land to Ghristiania. ¥tom 
ihence it is tiiought to go to Gottenburgh and Stockholm, 
in order to cross tiie Gulf of Bothnia, then travel to 
Petersburgh. 

^^ Thus, dear £riead, I have given thee a sh<»rt statement 
of our intended voyage ; and I have no doubt that Provi- 
dence will be pleased to make things comfortable for the 
Friends. We are making ready to start tiie 6th of next 
month. 

^^ Thy affectionate firieod, 

** Enoch Jacobsik." 




BIT or BTKPHEN GBKI.I.ETT AND WILLIAM ALLEN TO FRIENDS, 
AND OTHKES, IN NORWAV. 

Thb beet source, to wluch we have access, for an aceoant of 
thia visit to the Friends in Norway, is the first vol, of the 
Life of William Allen, p. 363, &c. 

After describing their pleasurahle sensations on lauding 
at Stavanger, 8 mo. 25th, 1818, V/. A. remarks, "The pilot 
Kcpresaed to Enoch a great ansiety to purchase a Bible, and 
stated that the single copy that they had amongst them had 
almost excited a quarrel ; so many wishing to possess it, that 
they were at last obliged to decide it by lot. It was con- 
eluded to give the old pilot one, which he very gratefully 
teceived. His son afterwards came down, and entreated 
permission to buy one, saying he had the money for it ; but, 
as Norwegian Bibles are scarce with ns, and we had given 
one to his father, we gave him a Testament ; enjoining them 
Iwth to read them to their neighbours," 

A few of the inhabitants of Stavanger recognise the reli- 
gious principles of the Society of Friends. W. A- aays, " On 
our return, Enoch made arrangements with some of those 
persons who profesB with us, respecting the meeting on fifth 
day. 

" In the afternoon, we went to wait upon a person, who is 
ft Lutheran, and holds the office of dean. We spent about 
an hour with him, and were kindly received. We conversed 
about Bible Society business. He says that there is a great 
want of Bibles amongst them ; and that, out of five or aijt 
hundred families in Stavanger, not \a.CiTft\Wc^&lv^Vwt<(.%. 
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Bible ; that the people are willing to subscribe and pa^ for 
them ; and some have actually paid ; but thej cannot get 
them from the so-called Bible Society of Chrietiania. We 

purpose to attend to this subject when we go there 

The dean expressed great regard for our religious Society u 
a body ; and, after this conference, which seemed of consi- 
derable importance, we parted in love. 

" We then went to the house of Lars Larson, a carpenter, 
who is considered firmly settled in the principles of Friends. 
A young man, a fisherman, who lives with him, also pro- 
fesses with us, and had been rowing a considerable distance 
ia Ids boat, till his hands were blistered, to give notice of 
the meeting to-morrow. We sat down together to wait upon 
the Lord, and, presently, two young women, in the station 
of servants, came in also; and, truly, we were favoured io 
silence, to feel that which is beyond words. Our hearts were 
Gontrited ; and, after a considerable time, dear Stephen ad- 
dressed them, Enoch Jacobsen interpreting sentence by sen- 
tence. These simple-hearted people were much affected, and 
yet comforted. I added a few words towards the close. 

" We nest went to the farther end of the town, to call 
upon Enoch's mother. His sister, who is married, aud has 
four children, lives with her ; and his youngest sister was 
also there. We had a religious opportunity with them, in 
which Stephen had much valuable matter to communicate. 
They seemed contrited. 

" 8th mo. 27th. We went a little way out of Stavanger to 
Lars Larseu's, to attend the usual meeting. There were 
seven men, besides ourselves, and about as many women; 
also two children. After we had remained some time in 
silence, S. Grctlctt spoke in ministry, Enoch, as usual, intei^ 
preting ; prayer was then vocally offered, which was also 
interpreted. Towards the close of the meeting, the propriety 
of establishing a system of discipline, adapted to the circuai- 



stances of those profeasing with Friends in this place, nai 
submitted to them. Several expressed their concvirrence 
with our proposal ; they appeared in a tender state, and I 
believe were much comforted. 

" A few plain rules of discipline were -accordingly pre- 
pared ; and, being much approved by the little community, 
■were gladly received and adopted." 

The help thus affijrded to these sincere-hearted people was 
evidently very seasonable ; and W. A. speaks with satisfac- 
tion of the religious intercourse which he and S. G. had with 
them. He, however, enlarges leas on this than on some 
other subjects, observing, that a particular account of their 
visit here had been sent to their friends in London. 

We must, therefore, have recourse to other documents, by 
which it appears that the first meeting of discipline v/an held 
at Stavanger, on the 29th of the 8th month, 1818, when 
«ight individuals were recognised as members of the Society. 
Elias Tasted was appointed clerk of the two months' meeting. 
He had been married on the 15th of the 7th month, this 
being the first marriage amongst Friends in Norway.* 

The queries and other matters relating to the discipline, 
were sent to Christiauia, that they might correspond with the 
meeting at Stavanger ; but this correspondence was only 
kept up about two years. 

William Allen and his companion were invited to dine at 
the country house of G. S. Keiland, the governor of Stavan- 
ger, who treated them with great kindness. Ho had invited 
Judge Liiwold, Dean Storen, and the young priest Iiange, to 
meet them. It appeared that the governor had attended 
Friends' meetings in London, and professed great respect for 
the Society. In the course of conversation, it appeared, such 

* Fonr of tliii little compHnj'BfterWHrda emigrated to America. EliBJ 
Tasted and hia wife are all tbat remain of them Dow, in the jear 
U Staianger. 
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is the scarcity of Bibles, that even Priest Lange is o^l^ej 
to borrow one for hiraeelf. W, A. remarks, " I think tU* 
▼isit will render the way easier for the Friends here." 

In another conversation with Dean Stiiren and the Prieat 
Jjflnge, they again urged them to exertion to supply the peo- 
ple with Bibles, and pointed out how they might obtain 
help from the Bible Society. "The subject of those pro- 
fessing with us was brought forward ; and the dean agun 
expressed, very strongly, hie approbation of the principles 
of our religious Society, On entering further into them, we 
came to what are calleil the Sacraments. I told the young 
priest we were far ^om condemning those who think it right 
to use what they call the ordinances : on the contrary, I be- 
lieved that many pious persons found comfort in them ; bat 
then, be must allow that the ediflcation did not arise from 
the form, but troia a feeling of the Divine Spirit operating 
in the heart ; that the forms, without this, would do nothing 
for us ; and where it was witnessed, the forms were not b1>- 
solutely necessary. We parted in love, giving a Bible to th« 
young priest, for which he seemed thankful." 

After describing a walk of four miles into the country, to 
virit Even Halversten, he adds, " We were glad that we 
came here, if it were only to enable us to sympathise with 
these poor people. Stephen had something very suitable to 
offer (in one family), which Enoch interpreted ; and I felt it 
my duty to state the nature of the Christian religion, thai 
il8 fruit was love, &ic. I had relief and peace in tliese r^ 
marks." Some of those professing with Friends suflered 
much from tho opposition of merabors of their own family. 

8th rao. 29. " Tlie afternoon was devoted to the meeting 
for the settlement of the Rules of Discipline. Feelings of 
solemnity and sweetness prevailed, and the business ^■<MJ| 
through sadsfaclorily." 



Stli mo. 30. " The Friends here hold two meetings on 
Tirat Day. They have hired a large room, winch is well 
•dapted for the purpose. More came this morning than we 
expected, and there were about lifty present ia all. The 
people were remarkably quiet, and it waa a Hatisfactory time. 
After dinner, I felt sweetly comforted with a sense of the 
Divine presence and love ; and, about three o'clock, we pre- 
pared to go to the afternoon meeting. I was apprehensive 
that it would be crowded, curiosity having been excited by 
the meeting in the morning ; and, moreover, they have no 
public wofship in the afternoon, every third First Day, be- 
cause the preacher goes to another place, and this happened 
to be the case to-day. 

" When wo reached the place, we found it rather difficult 
to get in ; the room was soon filled, and many were on the 
fltaira. Indeed, I was afraid of some mischief, from squeez- 
ing, more than two hundred being in the room : most of 
them were standing. Considering all circumstaneea, they 
behaved as well as we could expect; and Stephen had a 
long and satisfactory communication in ministry. After 
it was over, the people seemed desirous of shaking hand* 
with us, and nothing but resprct was shewn us. Enoch 
acquitted himself exceedingly well aa 03X interpreter. 

" In the evening, the good old dean brought the letter 
-which we advised him to write to Dr. Steinkopff, represent- 
ing the want of Bibles here. We had some religious con- 
versation with him, and found him very near in spirit. He 
•eemed a good deal aSected at parting with us. Thus the 
dear Master was pleased to crown this day's work vrith 
success. 

" It ia said that all the children of the poor are educated, 
and the regulations of the country make it absolutely neces- 
sary ; for they cannot set up in business, or marry, or per- 
form any acts as citizens, unless they a.i:&Q,\iV«Vcit«i&. k& 
D 3 
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must be ezaminod, and conlinne<I when they are fifteen 
f age ; and, for ttis purpose, they most be able to 
read. This statement must obriously relate to towns and 
villages ; as those who are scattered in the coustiy have not 
the means. They have several small schools ; but educntion 
ia not well coDducted. 

" The general state of morals is reported to be pretty good ; 
and the police is so well conducted, that if any thing wen 
lost in the middle of the street, it would be soon found and 
rutored. 

" Alt poor schools are maintained by a tax upon the inha- 
bitants, and are abtoitttely under ihe controul (^ the clergy. 
A school might, however, be supported by subscription, in 
which case the clergy would have nothing to do with it." 

8th mo. 31. " In the afternoon, we had a precious reli- 
gious opportunity with those who are considered membere of 
our Society. About twelve were present. These poor peo- 
ple were very tender and broken, and we ptarted with them 
under strong feelings of sympathy and affection." 

9th mo. 7. They arrived at Christiansand. Here they 
do not appear to have found any Friends ; but W. A. men- 
tioaa some of those persons called " Saints." " They attend 
public worship, but have also their own meetings. We have 
not found it our place to go aSHei thoin ; but, as some of 
them had wished to see us, we consented to go, and found 
between thirty and forty assembled to meet us ; most of them 
were men. Tlioy listened very ot<«nlively to what we said. 
Some of them seemed in a very traider, feeling state ; and all 
were respectful and loving." 

On their way to Christiania, they stopped at Arendal, a 
great sea-port. Amongst other occurrences here, he remaika, 
on some of his own exercises, " On returning to the inn, I 
retired to my chamber, and felt my mind, which had been 
low before, comfortably stayed on God. 
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" R person, wlio is one of those denamtnated ' Saints,' 
called upon us, and asked us to visit them, which we agreed 
to do, and went to take coffee with them about seven o'clodc. 
He and his wife seem pious, welf-disposed persons. We 
afterwards had a religions opportunity with about seren or 
eight of them, when there was something precious to be felt." 

Proceeding on their journey, W. A. remarks, " One of our 
drivers is a steady, intelligent man, and a schoolmaster. 
The plan for the country schools is to have a schoolmaster 
for the parish, who keeps a school for a week at one farm- 
house, then a week at the next ; and so, taking them in 
course, all the children following from one house to an- 
other, he is abont a year in making his round. The most 
remote of the children have only about three miles to go. 
He had no Testament, and was made happy in being pre- 
sented with one. Their Catechisms, &c., are the principal 
books read in the schools." Among the higher classes in 
Norway, there appears to be a tendency ta scepticism; 
and among the lower, to bigotry, 

9th mo. 19. They arrived at Dram, or Drammen, and 
held a satisfactory meeting at their lodgings on the 20th. 
They also had an interview with the principal magistrate, a 
sedate, elderly man, 

" We afterwards had a time of worship with Lars Monsen, 
(see page 8,) a person who has some connexion with Friends, 
and his housekeeper, who seems in a tender state. Oar 
landlord and landlady supped with us ; a pause for religious 
retirement ensued, and we both addressed them : the latter 
was much broken and contrited." 

9th mo. 21. " Arrived at Christiania ; delivered some of 
onr letters of introduction." 

23rd. " Fifth day. We went to Canute Halversen's, a 

* Here 1CD KMe one groDnd of tlie scruple of Friends, 
pa; tbe achool tax. 
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pGTBon prafeBsmg with Frisnds, to attend their amall Aeet- 
iag, which is held in a room well adapted for the purpote. 
There were about eight men present, besides ourselves, and 
four women. I felt something sweet and peaceful." 

In a visit to one of the prisons in Christiania, W, A. re- 
marks, " We were shocked to find about twenty young per- 
sons confined here, not for any crime, but merely because 
they had neglected to learn their Catechism, and cotu&- 
qnently could not be confirmed by the priest. Thus they 
were sent, literally and avowedly, to be prepared for con- 
firmation, to a place where they were confined with felons 
and criminals of all descriptions. Some amongst them were 
from twenty to thirty years of age. Tlie ofRcera who accom- 
panied us Joined in expressing their abhorrence of this mea- 
sure ; but in this country, such is the sway of the clergy, 
that a person not confirmed is almost considered an outlaw. 
We staled our feelings very freely, and have reason to think 
that the matter will be taken up. 

" In the aflenioon, we had a solid religious opportunity 
with Enoch Jacobsen, Canute and Ann Halverscn, and the 
young lawyer, Soren Schutz, who are to become the first 
members of our Society here, according to the principlee 
agreed to at Stavanger. It ended satisfactorily. In the clott- 
ing pause, I had to offer them a little encouragement. We 
afterwards went some distance to take tea at the house of a 
tncrchant, named Ericksen, who, with some of his family, 
were piously disposed, and seemed leaning towards the prin- 
ciples of Friends. We had a precious religious meeting 
with them." 

flth mo. 27- " We went to meeting at teii. There were 
about twelve men present, and seven women. My mind 
was low ; hut 1 thought we were favoured with the Lord's 
presence amongst us. In the a^eraoon, a few more persons 
attended than in the morning. I ventured to precede mj 
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I dear companion in addresaing them, and had solid peace in 
this movement." 

They proceeded to Stockholm, taking Enoch with them. 
They arrived there 10th mo. 4th, W, A, writes, " Enoch 
has been relating to us the particulars of his imprisonment, 
and convincement of the tnitli of our principles. It is 
highly interesting, and I advise him to write an account of 
h." (See pp. 363-388 of Life of W. Allen.) 

We mnat now take leave of this interesting Journal, hav- 
ing extracted what relates to the Friends of Norway, and 
insert extracts from another letter from Elias Tasted, of 
Stavanger, to one of the Friends, of Rochester. 



CHAPTER in. 

1.ETTBR FROM ELIiS TASTED — VISIT OS THOMAS SHILLITTOB, ETC. 

" Stavanger, 6th mo. 1st, 1819. 
** I HAVB received thy last epistle to me, by E. Palmergreen, 

I perceive, by the same, thy constant love, aa well as 

care, for thy fellow travellers. I dare say thou cannot even 

think how agreeable it was to me to hear from thee. Youth 

hlushes when writing to the aged : a child can give parents 

neither instruction nor consolation. The poor can utford to 

give but little. If I should send thee an account of some of 

'* the trials I have gone through, thou mayest perhaps have 

gone through the same thyaelf. When I feel these trials 

pressing upon my mind, my soul becomes quite impotent of 

grief, on account of my fellow wanderers, who may be in the 

same condition with myself, for want of sufficient patience 

I to undergo them ; although I am sure that patii 

I (frame of mind) whereby tliey can te ealaiei wA CBPRggt^^ 
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I mast confess that I have felt nhat judgment ia snfficiendj 

to leam to have compassion for tiiem who walk in mourning. 
I wish only that true earnestness and living desires maj be 
in their clay cott^ea : then will they, without doubt, see tfaa 
Morning Star, some time or other, again arise for their help 
and comfort. They will be given to comprehend that it ia 
only from the Prince of Peace that they must expect tnn 
peace. They will learn to understand that the allotted 
trials are just as necessary as consolations, for those who 
would be partakers of his glory. I expect ray friend, Lara 
Larsen, will give thee further information. Aa every day 
that passes draws us nearer to the end, so should we become 
more diligent in watching. Wo are as Israel of old, scat- 
tered on the mountains. Greet affectionately thy wife^ 
F. Smith, Sam. Wheeler, Wm. Martin, &c. I wish ye 
would think of ua in your prayera to the Almighty. 

" E. Eliaben Tabtbd." 



In this same year, 1819, Lars Larsen came over to Lon- 
don, Ifeing desirous of learning the English language. He 
hoped to have found employment as a cabinet maker, and to 
have devoted hia leisure hours to learning the language ; 
but not finding proper employment readily, he waa advised 
to return home. 

On the 16th of the 12th month, 1821, our dear friend, 
Thomas Shillittoe, arrived at Christiania, being engaged on 
religious service in Norway, &c. He appeara to have conti- 
nued to labour, in and near that city, nearly six months, • 
attending the little meetings of Friends regularlv aa ihtj 
occurred, both on Firat Days and during the week. Hii 
notice of hia religioua aervicea on theae occasions, in his 
Journal, is extremely brief; nor doea he mention either th« 
names or number of those who attended, except in a very 
few instances. He appeara to have had useful aervioe ia 
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visiting persons of power and inSuence in and about the 
city ; to have laboured for the correction of their faulta with 
much plainness ; and, in general, this, his faithfulneas, ap- 
peara to have been duly appreciated. He was treated with 
much kindness and hospitality. 

On arriving at Christiania, he was taken by Enoch Jacob- 
aen to a tavern, where lie was expected to lodge ; but feeling 
uncomfortable there, he waa kindly accommodated at Han a 
Ericksen'g, where he remained during the whole of hia stay 
in that city. 

Their religioua meetings were sometimes attended by a 
few Etrangera, in addition to those who usually attended ; 
Enoch Jacobsen- acting as interpreter. On one occasion, he 
remarks, " la the afternoon, I was led to apeak ao pointedly 
to a stal*, present, as tried me not a little, after 1 took my 
■eat again ; fearing I had been led astray, in what I had 
thua communicated, by the grand adversary. This buifeting 
1 was permitted to endure, doubtless in great wisdom, to 
humble and keep down the creature ; until a Friend, who 
might observe the sadness of countenance I manifested, in- 
formed me that what I had to deliver in the meeting was aa 
upplicable to the conduct and general character of an indivi- 
dual present, as it could have been had I been acquainted 
with his whole proceedings for a long time past, and that 
the individual received it as belonging to himself. 

" I thought I never more sensibly felt, than during my 
labours tliia afternoon, the necessity of the instrument be- 
■ coming like a clean tube, through which liquor passes from 
one vessel to another, free from the defilements of all crea- 
turely wisdom or activity, and from all the obstructions of 
the creaturely will, in doing or not doing." 

T. Shellittoe's Joohnal, vol. i., p. 314. 

First Day. "Attended the usual meetings, and passed 
the evening comfortably in the famWj \ awv \w, 'Sor ^"^ 



closing; witt the language of, ' Return to thy rest, O my ' 
Boul ; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee," " 

First Day (the day of the month ia rarely given in thii 
journal). " The meeting this morning waa a aeaaoo of di- 
vine refreshment to those possessed of a sincere desire to he 
found travelling Zioa-ward. What a mercy is this, to know 
that the Lord is yet with Zion, willing to comfort all her 
moamers, and to satisfy her poor with bread, wherever scat- 
tered, up and down, on the face of this earth. 

" In the afternoon meeting, for some time, I had hud 
weak to come at any true settlement of mind ; but, atUs 
awhile, I was favoured to get under exercise ; and, in time, 
life was felt to arise. We liad four strangers, in addition to 
our usual number. The meeting closed under a sense that 
He who promised to be with the two or three, had, in mercy, 
been mindful of us." 

Seventh Day. " I was introduced to one of the cotuuel' 
lers of state in the ecclesiastical department, in consequence 
of some ditSculties a Friend of Stavanger was brought into. 
He gave me a full opportunity of freely conversing with him 
on the subject that had thus brought us together." The 
following letter explains it :^ 

" From the Bishop Sorensen, of Christiansand, to the con- 
stituted Dean of Stavanger. 

" Li a letter, 26th of last month, the Church department 
has informed me that it has written to the chief- lieu tenant 
of Stavanger county, that Elias Eliasen Tasted ia to be pro- 
Eccuteil by law for having caused a man to be buried in the 
same manner as he, some time ago, did with two deceased 
children,* and for which he already b prosecuted ; and also 

' TheM bBrialj urere ia the field of n Friondi new SUTangsr, tbera 
uut bring ■ burial place balauginf \o Fneniu In t«reranoe to tlua 
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'tt(].<iired me, on account of tke specification fi;om Eliae 
^Tasted, containing the names of those Quakers who live in 
l^and about Stavauger county, to ask those persons, who are 
-mentioned in the specification, if they belong to the before- 
mentioned sect ; and then, if the answer be confirmed, to 
demand of them a certificate or testimony, that they, by any 
toue Qualier Society, are acknowledged or admitted aa Qua- 

[kers. Each of those persons who profess themaelvca as 
Quakers, must, besides, be told, that he, without such certi' 
ficate, cannot be allowed to live in this country or kingdom 
in quality of a Quaker ; and that, even if he has the said 
certificate, be must, if he intends to live bere, pursuant with 
the rescript of the 6th of March, 1754, seek for allowance,, 
by sending his humble petition, for this purpose, to bis ma- 
jesty the king ; which, according to what there, in a like 
ease, is determined, cannot be expected graciously to be 
granted or permitted, unless they bind themselves not to 
make proselytes, and from admitting new members, as also 
to pay taxes and duties as other subjects or bergers of the 

"1822." "C. SORENSEN." 



e of the Stavanger Friends writes, " In tie year 1831, 

ios Tasted was brought under junlice procesa for doi having buried 

o of hii childreii in ground that was consecrated. For tbia, he was 

•entenced to pa; Rre specie dollars (about one pound English mency) 

.1 he should dig hifl ctiildren out agaiu, and inter them io the 

'd burial ground, and follow the outward ceremonies and cus- 

toms of the state chnrch. But when this sentence came under ths 

review of the king, EUaa Tasted wa^ entirely acquitted," 

D the year 1S33, (be burial groond at (Voaland, about a mile from 
.tanger, used bj Prieods, was fenced !□. chiefly at the expense of 
Ole Knndaen. one of their memberit. It is nboul forty feet square. 
The proprietor of the ground receives a dollar, or about four shillings 
1, for each interment. 
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litomos Staiittoe remailiB, farther, that, " In the conne 
of conversation with the counseller, it was evident that he 
had imbibed aentimenta to the prejudice of our religions 
Sodety, but which we were enabled to answer to his satisfac- 
tion. He candidlj actnowiedged they had nothing of an 
immoral tendency to charge Elias Tasted with ; bat that he 
and others took npon themselves to marry and bnry, with- 
out giving notice to those in authority previous thereto ; also 
of births, when they occurred ; refusing also to comply with 
the ceremonies of the Lutheran church. In such cases, bs 
considered such irregularities, undertaken by illiterate per- 
sons, would lead to great inconvenience, being contrary to 
the laws of the country, and would be attended by serioos 
consequences to Friends of Stavanger ; and as he had given 
instrucdons to the Bishop of Christiansand and tlie Dean of 
Stavanger in the ca^e, he could not at present do any thing 
to relieve Elias Tasted ; but when the case came before the 
government, be would give it as favourable a turn as he 
thought it would bear. I felt well satisfied with our visit, 
believing, from the kind manner in which the conneellor 
took his leave of me, that bis mind was much sofleaed down 
towards Friends." P. 319. 

NoawAT SAnrra. 

In the oonrse of these pages, there have been fretjuent al- 
Iniions to the people called "Saints." The following ao- 
count of Thomas Shillittoe's visit to the founder of the sect, 
is the most explicit we have met with. 

Many years ago — probably about the year 1814 — there 
was a little tract published by the late William Alexander, 
of York, giving some account of this people ; probably the 
result of the enquiry after them, and tb^ir principlee, by 
Frederick Smith and others. 



T. Sliillittoe remarks, " I felt my mind engaged to n 
a viait to Hans Neilsen Houge, the founder of tlie sect called 
the Saints, in Norway, which he, being previously in- 
formed thereof, had requested should be select. Accompa- 
nied by ray interpreter, I proceeded t« his dwelling, about 
four miles from the town (Christiania). He is far advanced 
m life; his constitution appeared very much broken, it is 
supposed &oni hia long impiisonment, on account of hia reli- 
gious principles. He gave me an interesting account of his 
£zBt becoQiing awakened to a sense of true religion ; &om 
which it appeared to me, had he proceeded as it was evident 
he had begun, he would in time have become an instrument, 
in the Divine hand, of rousing the people of Norway from 
that lethargic state into which they appear to be so gene- 
rally sunk, professors as well as profane. He informed me 
he had read Barclay's Apology, and made many remarks on 
its contents, more particularly on the ministry. He sai4> 
when he first found it his duty to preach, such power at- 
tended his mlniatry, that great numbers were convinced,, at 
different places where his mind was drawn to hold meetings ; 
and several males and females, of those who united with him 
ia holding meetings, came forth in the ministry also, and 
meetings were settled in difierent places. Whilst thus pur- 
suing the path of apprehended duty, he was cast into prison 
by the government ; and his followers wore threatened with 
imprisonment also, if they continued to hold meetings and 
keep on preaching. 

" Feeling himself in this situation, he wrotfi to such as had 
joined themselves to him in religious fellowship, advising 
them, for their own safety, to obey the government, and 
oease from holding their meetings and preachings as they 
had done, and to hold them in private. He had suffered a 
long imprisonment, and been fined in two sums; one for 
holding meetings and for his preaching in those meetings, 
s2 




and a further snm For his both having preached and pidy 
lished against an hireling niinietry, and the reproachfal 
duct of some of the clergy of the establiahment. In oidfT 
to obtain his liberty, he paid the finea, and compromised 
with the government for hia enlargement again, by pronn»- 
ing not to hold meetings or preach a^ heretofore ; and tlut 
he and his followera should attend the Lutheran placea of 
worship again, conforming to all their religions rites and 
ceremonies. 

" He himself is aow filling the office of a priest's assistant 
in the parish whero he resides. I liad to call his attention 
to that declaration of our Holy Redeemer, respecting those 
who had put their hand to the plough and looked back : 
that such were not fit for the kingdom of heaven ; and to 
give it as my belief, in the state of mind he was at present 
in, this awful sentence was sorrowfully applicable to his si- 
tuation ; and, further, to bring before the view of his mind 
the situation of the son, who, when his father bid him go, 
said, ' I go,' but went not ; but with this difference, — he had 
in part obeyed the command, which he acknowledged had 
been given him, but — ^sorrowful to relate-»had stopped short 
in faithfully fulfilling the whole of it, whereby the designs 
of heaven, respecting his being thus called or commanded to 
go forth in the Lord's name, had been frustrated. 

"His countenance manifested, in a very striking manner, 
his conviction of the truth of what I had offered, Bcfora 
wo parted, I was constrained to allude to his condnct, atW 
having suffered fines and imprisonment, for protesting 
against an hireling ministry, tliat he should so fall away 
again from his then good purposes, as to he receiving payt 
and to become a priest's assistant, and collector of th4 
priest's wages. At our parting, he manifested an affection- 
ate disposition; and I returned home, mouming over th« 




dark and dismal spot he appeared to be in, craving that b; 
otbers' harmB I might be warned." P. 322. 

T. SMUittoe proceeds, " Sixth day. Unlooked-for trials 
have come upon me. My dear friend and interpreter 
(Enoch Jaoobaen), who has been a true yoke-fellow, willing 
to enter into the consideration of my rcligioos prospects, be- 
ing at times subject to great depression, has become, spiri* 
tually, both deaf and dumb ; no ears to hear what is given 
me to communicate through him in meetings, and to those 
who call upon me ; and he has lost the power of that clear 
utterance he once possessed." 

T. S. relates how, in being called on to visit the dean, his 
interpreter became a little roused from his staie of depres- 
sion, and was again helped to do Ids part of the work 
faithfully. 

Similar trials took place two or three times afterwards. 
In reference to one of thpse occurrences, T. S. adds, " My 
mind was afresh plunged into suffering, my interpreter being 
figain unable to render me service, through great depression. 
I mourned in secret on his account, as well as my own, from 
the renewed evidence given me that liis mind had been, in a 
very peculiar manner, preciously visited by the Lord his 
God, who, I was frequently led to believe, had designed him 
for the top-atone of that spiritual building which He in- 
tended to have been set tip in these more northern regions, 
had he submitted to be hewn and squared by the great 
Master-builder." P. 329. 

In the course of his service, T. S. had many interviews 
with persons of power and influence, in which he was ena- 
bled to explain the views of Friends in a manner so satisfac- 
tory, that several of them not only shewed much kindness 
to him, but evinced their willingness to make the way easy 
for the Friends resident there. A part ot t\i*\«^k^fi 
s 3 " 
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pUne having been printed in the Danisli language, he gSTC 
copies of it to some of these persons ; one of whom, convers- 
ing on the subject, remarked, " I think the members of your 
Society are highly privileged ; for if I happen to do wrong, 
I have DO one who will come and act the kind part to me, 
by informing me of it, and giving me suitable advice on the 
occasion, as is the case with you and your members. I ad* 
mire the advantages your members enjoy. It would be a 
happy world if all mankind were of your Society ; for if I 
do wrong, people will laugh at my faults, instead of helping 
me to amend my ways." P. 334, 

" I found 1 should not leave comfortably to myself, with- 
out urging the holding the two months' meeting (for disci- 
pline), which had not yet met during my stay, nor for a long 
time before. This meeting was held accordingly. An agree- 
able account was received and read from the two months' 
meeting of Stavangcr," P. 337- 

On leaving Christiania (probably about the beginning of 
the 6th mo., 1822), in order to proceed to Stavanger, T. Shil- 
littoe very unexpectedly met with Lars Larsen, a Friend o£ 
Stavanger, who spoke English, which added much to his 
comfort, having parted with Enoch Jacobsen. On their 
way, they put in to ChristJansand, where T. S, called on 
some persons of influence in the place. Here he also called 
on Ole Moe, a serious man, of the people called " Saints," 
and spent some time with him and his wife. They pro- 
ceeded ft few miles from the port ; but the wind and weather 
being unfavourable, they pat back, and returned to Chri»- 
tiansand, which proved relieving to T. Shillittoe. 

" First Day morning, my interpreter, a young man from 
New Bedford, in North America, and myself, held our meet- 
ing, which was mercifully owned of Him who condescended 
to promise to be with the two or three gathered in his 
, whieh I was led to hope was, in a food d«^«b, onx 
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I ease. At the close of the meeting, the yoiusg man, who, 
»■ from his own account, had a birthright in the Society, in a 
very tender and affectionate manner expressed his thankful- 
ness for such an unexpected opportunity of sitting down 
with me." 

The same evening, T, S. Iiad a satisfactory meeting with 
about one hundred persona, in a room provided by Ole Moe, 
and, the same night, went on hoard and sailed for Stavanger. 
On their way, they landed on a small island, where the 
captain resided, where T. S. had the few inhabitants col- 
lected at the captain's house ; when he felt his mind inclined 
to ofier them a little advice, for the improvement of their 
outward circumstances, as well as being engaged to labour 
for their spiritual benefit. He remarks ; — 

" They manifested attention to what was offered ; and 
when the meeting closed, I was informed, many of them 
expressed their thankfulness that they had been thus no- 
ticed, and for what had been said to them. They left us 
apparently in a serious, thoughtful frame of mind." 

Finding the vessel had difficulty in making way to Sta- 
Tanger, T. S. prevailed on the captain to land him at Egar- 
aund, about two miles up the river Seroog. Here he met 
with a young man who had once joined the little meeting of 
Friends at Christiania by convincement, but who had lately 
resigned his membership. T. S. laboured very earnestly for 
his restoration, but without much hope. He appeared to be 
a young man of engaging person and manners, and highly 
esteemed in the town for his upright conduct and humane 
disposition ; but the bent of his mind seemed turned to the 
world. 

In reviewing the trials, dangers, and hardships with which 
he had to contend, T. Shillittoe makes the following excel- 
lent observations : — " I believe we suffer ourselves to be 
plundered of much of that pea,w, ^\iv^ ^ Xhsw&kes*. 



Aliniglit7 Creator designs for ns in this life, through yielding 
to a selfish disposition of miiid, and an unwillingness to take 
oar share with others, ia the diiGculties and inconreoiencet 
of life. Oh ! may I ever remain willing that my luxnriet 
in life may be giTen up, in order to supply others' wants and 
comforts^ and my comforta, at times, be given up to supply 
others' wants of necessaries ; and that even my necessanei, 
at times, may be given up, to relieve the extreme distress of 
others, is what I crave, from the assurance that such coodoct 
is consistent with the tnie Christian character." P. 352. 

On his arrival at Stavanger, he soon had an opportoni^ 
of attending their meeting for worship, as also tb^ two 
months' meeting. 

" Fifth day. Attended the usual meeting for worship of 
Friends at this place. Most of their members, and nuiny 
strangers, gave their attendance. At the close of the meet- 
ing, a solid countenanced man, unknown to Friends, stood 
up, under much apparent exercise of mJnd, and expressed 
himself in a feeling manner, which produced a solemnity 
over the meeting. We afterwards learned, that a person, 
who was at the meeting I had at Christiansand, had written 
an account of that meeting to some of his friends at Stavan- 
ger, which had brought this and other persons to the meet- 
ing that day. 

" At the close of their meeting for worship, their two 
months' meeting for discipline was held. The laws of this 
country require all, without distiaction of sect, to render an 
account, to persons appointed by government, of all mar- 
riagce, births, and deaths, that take placo in each parish ; 
which requisition Friends here hod not complied with, 
whereby they hod brought themselves under ditHculty. As 
I had been informed, by some in authority, that this omis- 
sion, on the part of Friends here, was deemed obstinacy and 
(^position to the orders of government, and as I oould see 




no ground for their refusal to comply with the requisition, 
in order to prevent a contiuuance of this omission on the 
part of Friends, I drew up the followiDg minute, and had it 
translated for the approval of the two months' meeting, to 
hecome a standing minute on their minute-hook, and he the 
first minute always read, and to be replied to by Friends 
who should be appointed to receive these accounts, and hand 
them to the persons appointed by the government to receive 
this information. 

" ' Are there two or more Friends appointed in ihis two 
months' meeting, to see that due notice is rimely given to 
those appointed by the government to receive the same, 
when marriages, births, or deaths have taken place ? Has 
any case occurred since last meeting ? and has it, or have 
they (if more than one), been attended to ?' Which minute, 
being approved, was entered on their two months' meeting- 
book accordingly, 

" Feeling constrained to lahour with Friends here to bring 
about a better observance of true Gospel order amongst 
them, I recommended that when they discovered that any 
of their members, or those who were constant attenders of 
their meetings, walked disorderly, or heard reports of them 
to their disadvantage, they should labour with them in pri- 
vate, as being the way to promote the unity of the one 
Spirit, which is the bond of true peace ; and that they 
should be especially careful how they judged those of other 
religious Societies, or meddled with them, relative to their 
religious rites and ceremonies, unless they were well assured 
in their own minds that necessity was laid upon them so to do. 

" Also, to avoid a too familiar intercourse with those of 
other religious professions ; but to keep in view, that Israel 
(of old) was to dwell alone ; because, if we run into the way 
(rf temptation, for the sake of gratifying our natural incliua- 
tion, let it be in whatsoever way oi nta.Dnei:\t\iva.'^^^%«%xi.~ 
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not expect to receive that Divine support and protectuv (■• 

seutial to our escaping the danger we thua willingly expose 
ourselves to. I felt thankful in believing these remarkl^ 
from Dbservationa they produced, were seasonable aod well 
received." P. 354-5. 

Thomas Shillittoe gives an account of a large, crowded 
meeting, in which ho spoke without the assistance of an ia- 
terpreter, yet to the contriting of many hearts, and much to 
his own relief. Many present knew a little of the English 
language ; and some who did not were much affected by the 
power of truth. He met with a young man, who was kindly 
assisting, by way of interpreting, to persons on whom 
T. Shillittoe found it his duty to call ; hut not being acou«- 
tomed to attend Friends' meetings, be shrunk from attempU 
ing to interpret in the public assemblies. One or two of tlw 
Friends knew a little of English, but not enough to traniUte 
with facility. The meetings, on the usual meeting daya, 
were largely attended, and generally very satisfactory, not- 
withstanding the absence of competent interpreters. 

Several of the persons in power and authority, upon whom 
he called, evinced a considerate and kind disposition towards 
the Society, but laid great stress on those of Stavangei being 
duly recognized by tlie Society in England. T. S. shewed 
someof these the epistles which the Meeting for Sufferings 
in liondon had addressed to the Friends of Stavanger ; also 
the Book of Extracts which had been printed for their uk, 
taken from the Book of Disciptine published and used in 
England. This information appeared to give good satiifao- 
tion. On one occasion, he says, — 

" Accompanied by my young friend, I made a visit to one 
of the clergy, who manifested a good degree of concern for 
the promotion of the Lord's cause, and a desire that Friendt 
here should be careful in keeping their proper places amon^ 
the people. He also expressed the high esteem he had for 
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oar religious Societj, and hia desire that tenderness ehonld 
bo manifested towards Friends respecting their principles, if 
they could produce testimonials, from Friends in England, 
that they were a part of the same religious body." P. 357. 
Thomas Shillittoe appears to have remnined at or near 
Stavonger about a month ; but aa he rarely inserts dates in 
his journal, it is difficult to determine the exact period. He 
imtes — 

" Prevjonsly to my departure, I received a visit from two 
young persons, who have, of late, become diligent attenders 
of rriends' meetings here ; respecting whom, a comfortable 
hope was raised in my mind, that if they hold on their way 
as they have begun, they vrill add strength to this meeting. 
They were members of the Lutheran church. The young 
woman had been a diligent attender of her own place of 
worship, but afterwards absenting herself for a considerable 
time, the priest sent for her, and inquired if she had any 
thing against liim that wae the cause of it ; she said she had, 
and told him she had attended the burial of a man, who was 
well known to be an irreligious, immoral character ; that, in 
a sermon he preached at the grave, he endeavoured to set 
liim forth to the hearers as a man of good conduct, one who 
bad walked amongst men as uprightly as the Patriarch 
Jacob did ; that she durst no longer sit under his preaching ; 
that, for some time, she spent her First Days at home, until 
her mind was divinely turned towards the meeting of Friends. 
At first, she met with great opposition from her brother; 
but, in time, her steady conduct so wrought upon his mind, 
that he has become her steady companion in attending 
I Friends' meetings. They appeared to be coming very near 
I to that principle of light and life, which, if fully yielded to, 
I they would become true way-marks to others, and be made 
I instruments, in the Divine hand, of increasing this meeting." 
L r.362. 
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After leaving Stavanger, T. Shillittoe proceeded in s BUtril 
boat to Bergen, where he had ooe small religious meetii^, 
to hia own aatiafaction ; hoping that though what was given 
him to Gspreaa might be imperfectly translated, yet that the 
broken fragments might be accompanied by the Dtviiw 
blessing. In his journal, be saya, — 

" I made a viait to the Dean of Bergen. He received me 
kindly, spoke some English, but understood it better than he 
could apeak it. I presented him with some books, which he 
received freely. It appearing to be required of me to Uj 
before hint the reproachful manner in which the whole <rf 
the First Day of the week was abused at Bergen, he gave 
me a full opportunity to relieve my mind on the subject." 

Od many other occasions, in the course of this jouiaey, 
T. S. had laboured earnestly to impress on the mtndA of 
those in power, the necessity of a general reformation, in 
reference to this practice. Ilia mind was often pained in 
noticing the habits of dissipation, attending theatrical exhi- 
bitions, and other vain and liurtful purauita, in which the 
inhabitants of these countries generally indulge, more eape- 
cially in the afternoon or evening of that day ; and even 
aome of the clergy countenance the practice by their own 
example. 

" At our parting, the deaa expressed the solicitude he felt 
that my views, in taking such a journey, might be blessed 
to those I visited ; and that God would preserve me, and 
grant me a jjeaceful return to my family. He then added, 
although there were so many distinctions amongst men, 
with regard to their profeaaion of religion, yet religion being 
a heartfelt work, it must become the experience of all who 
are favoured to find acceptance with God." P, 365. 

" The preacher of the German congregation, and the con- 
sul, had informed me there were two members of our religious 
Society in Bergen. They were described as very poor, but 
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ligtly respceted by people generally, for their uniforni. 
Steady, good conduct. The man came to my lodgings, and 
ifcronght his wife with him. I waa much struck with their 
-neat, clean, and reapectahle appearance. They were not of 
onr Religious Society, but part of a company, who, several 
years ago, suifered great persecution, on account of their 
religious principles, in the late King of Wirtemberg'a domi- 
nions. On inquiry, it appeared that, in many respecta, they 
held the principles of Friends, with regard to war, oatha, 
language, and respect of persons. Tlie woman, who ap- 
'peared very intelligent, gave me an account of some of their 
Butferings, on their leaving the eatabliahed religion of the 
cation- Their nnuiber was small ; their good conduct bo 
gained the esteem of tbe king, that he gave them a parcel of 
.land for a settlement ; but, in time, tlieir number in;;reaBed 
to several hundreds. When tliis great increase came to the 
king's knowledge, he withdrew his kindness, and began to 
persecute them, in which, it was supposed, he was put on by 
others ; casting into prison men, women, and even children 
(as yotujg as ten years of age) ; having the men flogged al- 
most daily, until the blood ran into their shoes, to compel 
tliem to renounce those scruples which they believed they 
were called upon to maintain, against war, oaths, flattering 
language, hat-honour, and other matters of faith. The go- 
" vemor of the castle, fearing lest their constancy under their 
BufTerings should excite compassion towards them, in the 
minds of those appointed to execute this rigour of the law, 
generally attended in person, to see that no part of the pu- 
nishment designed to be inflicted should be omitted. One 
day, the individual who had been an mstrument in the 

1~ Divine hand of gathering this religious body, being brought 
out to undergo his punishment, the governor standing by to 
see that it was thoroughly inflicted, the poor man, wbiUt 
under his sufferings, addressed tlie ^ovcTnoi \& li'sa.A-^ 'i 





following worda : — ' The Lord will reward thee fijt tl^ i 

cruelty, in that thou art so nnmereiful towarda us.' 
which the governor smote the poor man several times o»er 
his breast with Itis sword, saying, ' Dost thou thou me V 
To which the poor man rephed, ' I say the Lord will rcwatd 
thee for thy cruelty towards us ; and thou shait never ^;atD 
be able to witness such acts of cruelty towards ua.' At 
which the governor spurred his horse, and the lieast set ofl 
with such speed that he fell with him, whereby his sword 
was forced out of its sheath, and entering his body at the 
hip, wounded him in such a manner that he never was able 
to leave hU bed while he lived. This circumrtance reacfaii^ 
the king's ears, he gave orders that those who had the poor 
sufferers in their power should be careftil not to endanger 
their lives when punishing them. Another of the offioen 

was equally cruel After long and severe iinprison- 

meut, the king gave them their liberty, on condition that 
they left his dominions." This they attempted to do; bat 
most of them periahid on their passage, through the crncJ 
usage of the captain with whom they embarked for Ame- 
rica ; und, finally, this Henry Otiley and bis wife were left 
at Bergen. 

T. Shillittoe became so deeply interested for these penona, 
that he got forward a subscription at Beigen, to help Utam 
over to America. P. 366-8. 

Before leaving Beigen, T. S. adds, " Fifth day, we held 
our little meeting. In addition to the Friends who came 
with me from Stavanger, we had the company of Cbptain 
Erasmus Jepsen,* who resides at Marstal Poa Eroe (io the 

* I well remember Eruma* Jepwo ; be frtHiupiitiT cbiiip. with hu 
lenel, to the port of Nevcastle-oii-TTiie, slteniling Fiicoda iiiHlmit>. 
BDd taking pIcB^nre [n their campMij. On our nccuiou. be bad r«o 
giiU (bii childrPD) vilb bim, bin wile being dM«it(w]. Ho wua plmit 
minilad, inlBlligeiit man, or BgrMalile demeBiuntr. Mid ■pporcd olma)r 
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lattle Belt), in, Denmark, who has long separated himgelf 
from the established worBhip, and sits down in his own 
liDuse with his family, in order to perform religious worship 
as Friends do ; and, from what I was able io understand, 
his conduct was much the same as that of a consistent Friend. 
I was led to hope, that this, our little parting meeting, 
proved a season in which we were enabled each one to renew 
oui covenants. May we each one be favoured to keep our 
covenants ; and then, should our parting prove a final one 
as to this world, our souls will i^ain unite in praises and 
thanksgiving to Him, who in mercy has condescended lo 
eoatch us as brands out of the burning." P. 370. 
From Bergen, Thomas Shillittoe sailed for Altoua. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SBOOSEBS OF THE DISCIPLINE -— CASES OF SUXFERDTC) — IYER 
- SALVIKSEN'S memorial to the king — EXTRACTS FROM 

LETTEKS — CONTINUED PERSECUTION — BEUONSTBANCE WITH 

THE UAQIST RAXES. 

In a memorandum furnished by a Friend of Stavanger, it is 
stated, that in tlie year 1822, Thomas Shillittoe, from Eng- 
land, paid the Friends of Stavanger a religious visit, and 
several things relating to the Society were then regulated. 
They continued to hold their meetings for worship and dis- 
cipline regularly, till the year 1825, when the meetings for 
discipline ceased to be kept up. The cause of their being 

•tlached to FrieodB and their religiooa principleg. He visited Nen- 
eaatle again in (he year 1837, when I w bo from home. 1 have in mjpoa. 
ieaaioD a eweet, gmtefhl. short letter From these two girlt, nrittan in the 
jrear IS26, He died, after a short iilness, in the ;ur 1S36.~-Edi-cob.. 
f2 
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diioonttnned appears to have been a division w rtrift 
amongst the members, on account of a person, not in mem- 
bership, pretending to bave had high revelations, and want- 
ing to be regarded as a gospel minister. Some of the 
members embraced his views, accepted his testimonies, uid 
wished him to be admitted as a member of the Society. 
Others, on the contrary, were dissatisiied, and cvuld not 
agree with him. Amongst ihese was Eliaa Tasted, wbu 
earnestly contended for what be believed to be the pare 
testimony of truth. A few uniting with him, and remain- 
ing Grm, most of the others resigned their meiaberebip. 
The siDatl number remaining, of about four persons, kept 
up their meetings for worship atedfastly ; though many pit»- 
phecies and hard speeches were prououuced against them by 
those who had left- 

Etias Tasted baling liecn regarded, from an early poiod 
alter tliey were first ^thered, as an elder and overseer of 
the little Society, it was the aim of the dissentients to preci- 
pitate his downfall. But having, from his first a^'akcning, 
been very zealous for the honour of the truth and the glory 
of God, he was enabled, during this season of sore conftict 
and trial of faith, to stand as an upright pillar in the 
church ; and therefore he did not " go out," but stwifiutly 
maintained his testimony. Neither did he seek to avoid 
afflictions in bearing the cross, by going to America, as se- 
veral of this little company have done. The I/)rd has 
crowned the desires of his heart ; he having been heard t« 
express that he had no desire of living in this world for any 
thing so much as to see the progress and growth of the truth 
amongst the young Frien'Is. 

In the year 1828, he came to England, and spent a little 
time amongst Friends of Newcastle, Shields, and Sunder- 
land, where he wai kindly received, and which visit opened 




tfae way for future correspondence with Bome Friends of 
these meetings, to mutual comfort. 

In a letter to a Friend of Shields, dated fith mo., 1828, 
after liis return from the afore-mentioned viait, lie esipresses 
himself in the moat grateful terms for the kindness wliieh 
he had experienced. He thus writes, " How happy I was dur- 
ing the time I was amongst you ! I am glad, also, that I feel 
my love to Almighty God to be increased ; for, without 
that, I would be dead, and know nothing even of that which 
I have witnessed, and have acknowledged to be best for our 
salvation. I hope the days that I have to live may be 
amongat Christiana, and that I may live aa one not ungrate- 
fiil to God. Whilst I was with you, I felt very poor (spiri- 
tually) ; but I have learned from the Lord to be thanktiil 
for what he gives, and to be willing to paas through the 
wildemesB, as did Israel of old. Thus will I, in the end, 
£nd the way to heaven made clear and open to me. 

When I came to visit you, it waa not as a apy, but in true 
love to Almighty God and to his people. This was my 
greatest pleasure. The booka that I got of you have been 
moat valuable to me and my Frienda." 

In the year 1830, Frienda in Norway were forbidden to 
hohl their religious meetings ; and those of Stavanger were 
required, by the local authorities, to keep within three- 
quarters of a mile around the town. One of them, named 
Iver Halversen, whoae farm lay at a greater distance, wrote 
a letter of remonstrance to the government. It waa dated 
Stavanger, 7th mo. 19th, 1830. It is addreaaed— 

" To the king, or thoae into whose hands thia may come. 

" The reaaons assigned by Iver Halversen for dissenting 
' from the public worship. 

1 " I have lived on my farm twenty-two years, and have 
Attended to the king's laws, although I mb. cbax^^-^islsv 
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not BtibmittiDg' to his commntida like otderj. I wish hiin tt 
examine our principles, and uphold us in our just righta — 
a people who desire that peace and morality may prcTaD id 
oar native country, and that the king's goreninient may ob- 
tain the blessing of God. 

" To bereave me of my land, will cause the ruin of myKit 
and family. I am a free man, endeavouring honestly to live I 
by my daily labour. 

" Remember Gamaliel's counsel to the Jews, in the ease 
of the apostles, by which we may perceive (in his pleading 
for the truth) that true Christianity is throngh faith in 
Christ ; therefore we look higher than ourselves. We look 
beyond compliments and mere outward observances, desiriog 
to experience a pure, upright heart, and a freedom from sin, 
even in this life, through the blood of the Lamb — thioogk 
Him who knows all our thoughts, words, and actions. 

" They who esert their authority to the disturbance and 
injury of peaceable men, should consider that their power is 
limited to the body, and to this present life. The prophet 
Daniel, who faithfully attended to his duty to God, was 
delivered from his persecutors ; and we trust that He who 
preserved him, will also protect us, whom we must serve 
and obey rather than tnen. Many thousand persona are 
penoltted to dwell quietly under their respective govern- 
ments, who hare embraced the same truth as we have, seek- 
ing to do the will of God. 

" The righteous {as we read in the New Testament) walk 
in the light ; and though they meet with many trials, they 
forsake wrath and bitterness, and endeavour to live in peace ; 
for the Spirit of Christ enables them to bring forth good 
fruit, which all experience who fulfil Iiis law. 1 have wit- 
nessed this in my own heart, and have seen the Loid's 
goodness towards those who live in his fear, and keep his 
commandments. 
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" The magistratoB of Stavanger have forhidtJen us to hoM 
our religious meetings ; but they cannot limit our eonacienuc 
towards God. Over thia, the kiog and government have no 
controul. We have no command of men for our faith, any 
more than Daniel liad, when a decree was made liy the king, 
which was likely to ensnare him. Even now, as at that 
period, there have iwen, and arc, aome who valiantly coniide 
in God, Should it fall to our lot to have our frcolom taken 
from UB, yet we must do the will of God. Our Lord Jesua 
Christ said to hia disciples, ' Ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake.' The apostle James, ad.lressing some 
in his day, says, ' Ye have condemned and killed the just, 
and he doth not resist you.' 

" We love religious freedom, exempt from persecution, 
and seem to be compelled to this vindication of our conduct. 
We desire that the king and our rulers may walk in the 
light and strength of tJie Lord, and he clothed with that 
lamb-like nature, which establishes unity (and peace) 
amongst men. 

n aware that aome, under the Chrigtian name, have 
not abo<le in the truth, but arc an offence and a stumbling- 
itone. The offences of these are imputed to those of the 
flame profession ; yet we wish our own hearts to be esta- 
blished in the truth, rather than specify the errors of others. 

" We earnestly crave the king's influence, being often 

engaged in prayer to God for his welfare, that of our coun- 
try, and that his people, of every class, may walk uprightly 
all their days, to the honour and praise of God, 

" I entertain a hope that government will not prevent us 
from serving Christ, who will judge all, and visit for injury 
done to his faithful people. 

" Tver Ualvessek Revem." 
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Elias Tasted to a Friend of Shields ;- 

6th mo. 20th, 1832. After acknowledging the kind into* 
rest wlijch Friends in these parts had evinced for their w 
fivre, he adds, " Friends here are welt, and desire their lore 
to you all. We do not suffer persecution now, although few 
agree with us in principle ; yet some are yearly added to our 
number, by being conTJnced of the truth. I wish that each 
of ue may be seeking to be clothed with the only true gar- 
ment ; that an inward, as well as an outward accordance 
with our principles, may be manifest in all our conduct ; for 
we are called to uprightness and simplicity in every respect, 
in order to our preservation." He expresses their strong 
desire for more Friends' books in their language, such aa 
" Penn's Key," and " Barclay's Apology," of which they 
could usefully distribute a large number. Ho notices some 
propositions which they had lately scut to the king and 
government. 

6th mo. 7tb, 1833, in a letter to a Friend of Sunderland, 
he mentions the case of Maria Larsdatta, a young woman 
not in memberehip, who, because she refused taking an oath 
according to law, was deprived of property, left her by her 
parents, of tlie amount of ten pounds sterling. The sentence 
against her was, that she should be imprisoned ten days, 
and fed on breail and water. At his earnest solioitati(», 
the governor was prevailed on to suspend the execution of 
the sentence ; and E. T. mode a representation of the coae lo 
the king, but vritliout effect. 

In the year 1834, the discipline was again revived, and 
endeavours wore used to restore the good order of the So- 
ciety, and a few were received into membership. Two ' 
Friends were chosen to be overseers, and two that were to 
have the core of the poor- But this good order appeon to 
have been again broken in upon by some nrising who sought 
to soattei the flock. This hm a frosh trial ; but thuac who 




liad the welfare of the Society most at heart, were enabled 
to bear it. Tlie meetings for discipline were again sus- 
pended until the jear 1838, when they were revived, and 
more young Fvionds were received into membership, 
of whom pruved as living plants, supplying the place of 
those who were removed. The discipline waa now regularly 
maintained; some fresh life appeared amongst the little 
flock, and a gradual increase has continued to be witnessed. 

4lh mo. i9th, 1837- In the course of this year, with the 
assistance of Friends of Shields, Elios Tasted translated and 
printed Christopher Meidel's address to the Lutherans on 
the auliject of baptism and the supper, and William Penn's 
exhortation to repentance. He remarks in this letter, 
" These translations have been read to Friends here to their 
comfort." 

He also observes, " That of those who attend theit meet- 
ings, some of them from year to year emigrate to Ameriea ; 
but frequently as those leave, others come forward, but 
that the number of members continue small. Many con- 
fess to the rectitude of the principles of Friends, who do not 
acknowledge the necessity of attending silent meetings, who 
are yet suffering persecution on account of their refusal to 
pay ecclesiastical demands." 

He mentions the suffering case of Soren Ericksen of Stag- 
land, who, for a. claim of tea shillings English, has had 
goods taken to the amount of nearly three pounds. 

Matthias Federsen also, for refusing to bring his child to 
the water baptism, was sentenced to a severe penalty ; and 
another individual, whose name is not given, was under pro- 
fecution for refusing to swear : and a young man, twenty- 
two years of age, was sentenced to he conliued in the houee 
of correction, for refusing to go to the priest fur confirmation ; 
hut when the C3se was bronght before another court, it was 
abandoned. 
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tn allnsion to hia own exertions, he writes ; " Oh 1 that 
neither I nor any of those nbo have experienced of the 
Lord's goodneas maj flee in this time of trial, or tarn our 
backs in the day of battle. At this very time, we are ready 
to cry, 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken mV 
We feel ourselves as new bom children, which cannot help 
themselves ; thus mav we know that it is only by the hm 
grace of God, and of his mercy, that we can be saved." 

4th mo. 4th, 1839. After noticing a former commuitiw- 
tion, E. Tasted adds, " It is at all times pleasing to hwr 
from true Friends, and of their weliare ; but sonawfol Id 
hear of their decay and falling away from the truth, and d 
the great harm such do to the true seekers after the my to 
Zion; and, above all, that the great name of the Lori 
should thus be dishonoured. 

" Ah ! how great sorrow does it cause to the true Uboar- 
era in the Lord's vineyard, to look on those who once wen 
called diBoipIea, when they become scattered (by the caemy), 
and as sheep without a shephi«l- May those who behold 
such instances with sorrow and distress, be stedfaat and 
faithful in maintaining the Lord's standard, even although 
they may be stambng alone, and none to help them. 

" Oh ! how many times have we felt ourselves as strangen 
in a strange land, where we uinst sit alone, sorrowing aa a 
dove which has lost her mat«. It is at such times that the 
Lord seems to shake and lay waste the very heavens, in 
which we may have been trusting. May we in such times 
of difficulty and distress, (as they ever must bo,) desire with 
David, to fall into the hands of the Lord, (for his mercie* 
are very great,) and not into the hands of men. ! may 
those who have gone through those trials, or even a small 
part of them ; may they not many times lament and cry. 
' Who can stand in thy sight when once thou art angry, O 
Lord I' May that be experienced which was spoken oC ly! 
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'^e Prophet : ' Although it come to pass that the vine give 
BO finit, and the oil of the olives is wanting, neither ia there 
any oseo in the stable,' may we at sucli times truly hope, 

i wait on our (Jod. 

" Friends here are few, yet there is an increase ; and some 
are brought amongst us by conviction ; yet thegrand adversary, 
lite Pharoah with his army, ia striving to catch, and bring 
them back again into bondage." 

(He mentions the case of Matthias Pederscn, who had no 
<!battels to distrain on, being imprisoned and fed on bread 
and water), and adds : — 

" The governor of this town has sued me at law, two or 
4hree times, because I cannot pay to their school, because of 
rthe kind of books (the Lutheran Catecliism, &c.) which 
lihey keq» to teach the children by, and some other con- 
' 'BtderaitionB. 

" I was also sued many years since, for not burying my 
children in their graveyard. It amounted io between three 
■and four pounds (English), but they never took the wliole 
, of it." See page 36. 

" These thinga are all as nothing, so long as our dear Lord 
does not withdraw his ^race from us; for if he did, all 
.would be lost. 

" My health is lately a little letter, and I feel a desire to 
36 some of you once more. 1 desire so to live before my 
God, that in his love I may always continue to remember my 
brethren and sisters, who are travelling through this wilder- 
ness of proving and affliction. May such seek after the 
eternal crown. May the times of darkness never be such as 
b) separate us from this, is the desire of thy affectionate 
friend, Elias Tasted." 

He mentions the decease of Erasmus Jepsen. See page 50. 

In 1840, a fresh trial arose, from several of those who had 
lieen disunited, attempting to establish a separate meeting, 
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"Thy letter of lOtli i 
tractfl, I have received. 
I think of you, and of m 
their lives ia a good cs 



and seeking to draw awnv gome of the younger 
them. This did not arise from any disagreement in judg- 
ment as to religious principles, but from local circumstances. 
The attempt did not succeed, and most of them retained to 
the little flock from which they had separated. 

5th mo. 23rd, 1840. Elias Tasted to a Friend of New- 

. 23rd, 1839, with a pareel of 
I often feel my heart raised when 
y of your fathers, who laid down 
3, that we may truly follow 
their steps, and get down to that which raised them np to 
be 90 great a people I I believe there has been a decay from 
this primitive zeal, and also that there are yet many who 
stand on the same true foundation, and who maintain tlte 
standard of truth, Happy are they who daily strive to come 
out from the world, and ivlio make Gol their refuge. I 
believe a time of trial has been known among yon, which is 
necessary, for thereby the faithful will be known. It is also 
amongst ua a time of trial. There are some gone to keep up 
meetings by themselves. They were not members. The 
cause 1 cannot at present explain ; but, I believe, they are 
not yet satisfied amongsl themselves. They might have had 
all that was just amongst us ; but we could not satisfy them. 



not to admit any but 
icmlMirs' names an as 



We are few in numl)er, and 
those whom we know well, 
fullows : — 

Iver Ilalversen, a countryman. 

Osmund SorcQScn, a hat I or. 

Enor Basmuasen, a joiner, is poor, ha^ a wife 
children, not members. 

Siiren Gricksen, Stagland, countryman. 
n Tasted. 




Inger IverBCn, her husband not of her mind. 
Ingeber Andorsdattev, sickly. 
Ingeber Onidalil, young. 
Guri Olsdatter, my wife. 

" I expect, at the next two months' meeting, there 
four young people admitted ;— 

Endre Jacobaen Dabl. a Maria Ingberg, a yoimg 

joiner. woman. 

A,Anderaen,aeonr-lryman. Berthe Sorensen, do. 

"Soren Ericksen, of Stagland, lives 24 English milea 
northwards, over the water. He has a wife and six children, 
all of hia mind. Ho keeps weekly meetings at his house. 
He has been sued by law for not baptizing two children ; 
and one liorae, six cows, and some sEieep, have been dis- 
trained, which are nearly all the cattle that he possesses. 
They are worth £13 Engliali. They are not sold yet {but 
f sold], except the sheep. We keep up meetings up 
stairs in my house, twice on First Days, and have two even- 
meetings during the week. The meeting for discipline 
is held every two month?, and the queries respecting Friends' 
principles are read amongst us. Our meetings fur worship 
are mostly held in silence. We liave plenty of Friends' 
books in English, which I read (and interpret) to my Friends 
and others ; and often have they caused the tears to run 

from their eyes May the peace of Zion be amongst 

all of you who love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

" Elias Tastiid." 

3rd mo., 21st, 1841. Eltas Tasted to Lucy Stead, of 
Sunderland : — 

" I received thy letter last autumn. Thy hearty desires 
for the hene6t ol Friends in Norway are evident. I hope 



that God will rew&rd thee for it. I am one of the poc 

of the flock, yet I trust not forgotten. By the Loni'a me 
may we all experience salvation, but not as of nierit or for 
service. 

" Endre I. Dahl and Maria E^dberg, two estimable yoong; 
Friends, having been married agreeably to the rules of onr 
Sodety, are, for this cause, sentenced to he sent to pristHi, to 
be kept ten days on bread and water, which treatment is to 
be repeated as often as the magistrate appoints, until all ex- 
penses that are required of them are paid. The marriage, 
also, was to be annulled." 

(This sentence, after being referred by the inferior courta 
to the superior, was finally set aside by the king.) 

"The government is much against Friends residing in 
Norway, and would not send our remonstrance to the king, 
as we desired." 

After describing their meetings, he mentions that Ingebcr 
Omdahl, a young woman who had married one not profeae- 
ing with them, was disowned , and adds, " We have, this year, 
printed one thousand copies of William Penn's Key, t 
seven pounds. A largo uuml>cr of people speak well nf oar 
principles, and upright Friends are much esteemed bj 
them. 

" Professor Kjilm, a jierson under government at Ghristi- 
ania, frequently writes in the public papers against us, 
endeavouring to \'ilify our proceedings, and to enjoin buV 
mission to the laws of the land, and would tolerate no dis- 
senter. He has much influence as rcgnnls the laws, but 
knows little about Friends' principles. 

" lie asserts that we cannot have greater freedom without 
taking an oafh, and that refusing to swear, shows that our in- 
tent cannot l>e good. With a view to clear ourselves of n 
representation, I have composed and had printed a paper, of 
which I send thee a copy. 



* "My heBltt is very poor; therefore I can aiow forth 
Tery little fruit. But, I desire not to n^lect or hide the 
imall talent given me of God ; knowing that both the poor 
and the rich may, hj the grace and mercy of God, be saved, 
if they do not sin against knowledge. We have had many 
triaU from such aa desired to throng themselves in amongst ua 
as teachers, who have proposed groat things. But, I may say 
with the Apostle, we gave no place to them by submission ; 
no, not for one hour. But they have done harm among the 
young and the weak : but it has given the humble and the 
feithful a good teaching. — Elias Tasted." 

About this time, the heavy sufferings to which the Friends 
of Stavanger were subjected, excited the tender sympathy 
of Friends in England, Our late dear friend, Jonathan 
Backhouse, of Darlington, aought to alleviate their sufferings 
._ « little, by a donation of ten pounds ; of which, seven pounds 
waa directed to be given to Soren Ericksen, Stagland, in 
consideration of the very heavy distraint made upon him. 
See page 61. Eliaa Tasted remarks that he felt diffident in 
receiving the kind benevolent gift ; and with great tenderness 
and love, wished his tliankfulness to be conveyed to the 
libersUminded donor. Three pounds were tendered to the 
new married couple,* under an apprehension that they had 
already been subjected to the suffering awarded by the 
court, on account of tlie manner of their marriage : but 
these dear Friends positively declined receiving the kind offer 
on two grounds ; first, that the threatened suffering had not 
yet been inflicted ; and secondly, that they were in circum- 
■tances not requiring such aid. It was therefore directed to 
be given to other poor persons.! 

' Endre nnd Maria Dahl. See page 63. 
t The aociely baa no fund for reimboraing inj of their memherii whc 
■aSer distraint for their lesCiiDaii;. 

e 2 



M 



On the same occasion, an appeal was made en belaff of 
OUT suffering fellow professors, to those ia anthority ai 
Stavanger, in a paper written by a Friend of Newcastle-oo- 
lite, which was attended with a favourable result. It wbj 



" To lite Juslices, magisirales, aud' perton* in authoritg at 
Slavatiger, and mch ol her places in Norteai/, where there miy 
be any of' the Sacieiy of Friend*, commoaly called QMukert, 
retiditig^ 

" The undersigned, being an acknowledged minister of the 
aforesaid religious Society at Newcaatle-on-l^e, in Great 
Britain, sendeth greeting. 

" Permit me to plead with you on behalf of my fellow pro- 
feesOTB of the same faitli, your countrymen ; some of whom, 
as I have been informe'l, are at times treated as evil doeni, 
And punished as such by fine and imprisonment, merely be> 
oauso they couscientiously endeavour to serve Grod in tlic 
way wliicli they believe ia acceptable to Kim, but wbicb 
ihappeOB not to be in accordance with the practice of th* 
firofosaoira of the Lutheran Church, of which, as I undcr- 
stftud, younselves, with the majority of the people of your 
nation, are members. 

" To compel men to worship God in a manner which they 
an persuaded would not be acceptable unto liini, the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, and to practise rites and cerentoni** 
in the etEcacy of which they have not faith, and which tbey 
are oonscioutionaly persuaded are not called for at their 
hands by our Lord Jesus Christ, whom God hath given to 
1)0 the Head over all tilings to bis own church ; this would 
only he to grieve and oppress tender consciences, and cannot 
promote true religion ; for, as the apostle declares, in theae 
things every man should be fully persuaded ia his owd mind, 
for ' whatsoever is not of faith is sin." 



" About two yeara ago, under the government of the lat« 
King of Prusaia, an attempt was made to compel the mem- 
bera of the ancient Lutheran church to adopt a Liturgy, and 
to worship God in a manner which they did not believe was 
right for them to do, and to have their children baptized and 
instructed by ministera choaen and approved by the king and 
govemmentjbutnot of the ancient Lutlieran Confession. The 
consequence waa, that a large number of the poor Lutherans 
fled from their oppressors, and sought refuge in foreign lands, 
&B in South Australia and North America. 

" Several hundreds of those who went to America, came 
from Hamburgh to Newcastle-on-Tyne, on their way to 
Liverpool and New York. Several members of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, called Quakers, of this town, on 
hearing of their arrival, were drawn, by Chriatian good-will, 
to visit them, and endeavoured to soothe their afflictions, 
and to relieve their wants ; and a considerable sum of money 
was collected and handed to them for their help and com- 
fort. Tliey were not of the same religious profession with 
Bs, in various respects ; but we believed them to be sincerely 
desirous of worshipping God, and of doing his will, accord- 
ing to the degree iu which their minda were enlightened by 
his grace and good Spirit ; and we regarded them as Chris- 
tian brethren, and fellow disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and fellow pilgrims toward the heavenly inheritance pre- 
pared for those who truly love, fear, and serve God. 

" So much has the sympathy of the Society of Friends for 
these poor Lutherans been excited, that nearly three hun- 
dred pounds sterling has been contributed, which is now 
about to be sent to Ilamburgb, to assist upwards of two 
hundred of the same people, who are about to embark for 
South Australia. The chief part of this money has been 
given by members of our Religious Society. 
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" Thos, whilst we in England are leeking to eotiiJ(>rt mi 
MBist the Lutherans from Prussia, the magistrates of N<w- 
waj are lining »nd imprisoning our poor fellow membera, who 
happen to be resident amongst them. Consider, I tenderlj 
beseech you, whether the course you are pursuing is such as 
our Heavenly Father, and our Ixird and Saviour JesD« 
Christ, will accept at your hands, as an acceptable service, 
or as at all for the advancement of his honour and glory. 
" Your sincere Friend, 

" GbORQE RtCHARDBOir. 

" Newcastle upon Tyne, 4th month 25th, 1841." 

9th rao. 20th, 1841, Ellas Tasted informed the writer rf 
the foregoing appeal that the document had been printed, 
" and well spoken of, even by the judge, in this place ; but 
a clergyman attacked the letter by writing an apology, say- 
ing that judges and {Persons in authority could not do other- 
wise than the law of the laud directed ; which," says E. T. 
" I gave an answer to, and offered to the press ; bm they 
were unwilling to print it, especially as it would make th*ir 
own remarks of no effect, I yet hope to get it published." 

A copy of ihc document was also sent to liondoQ ; and 
onr late dear Friend, William Allen, gave a copy to tbe 
Swedish ambassador ; and there is reason to believe that il 
reached the hands of the King of Sweden. 

In reference to Endre Dahl's marriage, Elias Tasted re- 
marks, " The verdict of the superior court is not yet an- 
nounced ; but a letter from the court was sent from the 
judge of the district, inquiring whether the new-married 
couple were real members of the Society of Friends, and 
whether they were married in the manner and according to 
the principles of Friends in England. Being requested to 
uiBwer, I replied in the alHrmative. 



" I had an interealing conversation with our judge, and 
we parted in a friendly manner. He sent a favourable re- 
ply, and kindly commended us to the court, accompanied 
with a plea to the king," 

It has been already stated that the king reversed the sen- 
tence of the courts, relieving the dear Friends from their 
painful position, both as regarded the legality of their mar- 
riage, and the other penalties. (See page 62.) 

3rd mo. 25th, 1842, Elias Tasted writes, " Persecution is 
quiet at present, and the people generally are respectful and 
friendly towards us. May we all ever keep close to the 
Iiord, travailing in humility before him. Then shall we see 
that He alone is the Preserver of his people, so that nothing 
can hurt them. The principal, or chief cause, both of men's 
temporal and eternal unhappiuess, is the craving after 
things which are forbidden, 

"My friend, Ener Rasmnssen, and myself, received the two 
copies of Barclay's Apology in Danish, which are very dear 
to some of us. We have not many books in our language ; 
but we have plenty of Friends' books in the English tongue, 
which some of the Friends strive to leam Elias Tasted." 

In the spring of 1842, by the advice of Friends of Stavan- 
ger, Osmund Sorensen, by trade a hatter, came over to 
Newcastle, to gain a knowledge of the English language. 
He was in low circumstances ; and, though he attended a 
few days at one of our public schools, he got discouraged. 
and went home by the same vessel. He was of a sweet, 
innocent disposition ; and some of those Friends, with whom 
le became acquainted, were much pleased with him, and 
interested in his conversation. On his return home, he ap- 
plied himself to make his livelihood, by teaching children, 
chiefly in the country. 

In this year, 1842, Elias Tasted built, chiefly at his own 
a little meeting-hoose, for the use of the Society of 
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t Friends. It is aboat 30 feet long, and 24 feet wide. Foor I 
!; pounda sterling was cootribated toward the expense bj 
Christian Ericksen, of Christiania, though not in member- 
•hip. I 

Thus has the Shepherd of Israel, the Bishop of eosis, 
continued to watch over this httle portion of his heritage. 
He has been pleaded to preserve a little seed, and to nonnKh 
and water it from time to time ; though, at sundry times, they 
have been tossed with tempests, and tried with sore afflictions. 
At the present time, the Society at Stavanger consists of 
about forty members, children included. They hare gained 
the respect and good will of the local, as well as of the ge- 
neral government ; and a disposition api)ears to be prevalent 
to shelter them from persecution, though some trying in- 
stances of it have occurred. 

The following lively little letter is from Ener Rasmnssen, 
one of the Friends of Staranger, and belongs to the period to 
which we have now arrived. He had applied to a Friend of 
Kewcastlc, to obtain for him a copy of Barclay's Apology, in 
the Danisli language, as has been already noticed. 

"4th mo. Uth, 1842. 

" Beloved Friend, — Thoa art thanked heartily for the 

book sent me I am infirm, yet address thee a few 

words ; for wo may not see each other in this life, but be- 
lieve I have fellowship witli you in spirit. 

" We, in this strange land, are far separated from one an- 
other, and from you ; but when we do our Heavenly Fa- 
ther's will, we have confidence, that when our time hero in 
this world is done, we shall be gathered together into our 
Heavenly Father's presence with gladness. Tlie love and 
respect shewn to the poor Friends in Norway, couvincee nw 
that we are one spiritual family ; when one member feels for 
the other, it is that love which the Lord Jesus describe* ' By 



this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love to one another,' 

"Mylow moments are often enlivened by a hope that should 
I never see you in thia life, we may, liy an upright walk, 
find communion in the heavenly life. I feel love and re- 
gard flow to you all. Salute all the Friends. From a feeble 
■Friend in Norway, who desires the grace of God for you and 
for liimself. 

" ESER Rasmussbw." 



In the year 1844, our dear Friend, William Sackhonse, 
of Darlington, ohtained the needfnl certificates, liberating 
him to pay a religious visit to Friends in Korway ; his ne- 
phew, Edward Backhouse, of Sunderland, offering to be his 
Vcompanion. But, a few days before their intended depar- 
ture, it pleased Infinite Wisdom to remove our beloved 
Friend from works to rewards. His death was awfully 
sudden ; but we trust he was found " with his loins girt 
about, and his light burning." The circumstance is alluded 
to in the letter from, which the following extracts are taken, 
fts it also is in another, from Encr Basmusscn, without date. 
After expressing his feelings in a similar manner to the 
above, he adds, 

" There are about nine years gone since Gfod called me out 
of Egypt (spiritually), and led me, as through the wilder- 
ness, to the land of promise. He was pleased lo give me a 
foretaste of that which he hath reserved, which taste couti- 
« to be very precious to me, strengthening me in my far- 
ther progress through tha wilderness, which has since been 
my allotted path. My companions are those which my soul 
has Bweet unity with, having experience of what travelling 
I pilgrims have to pass through at tiroes, in the gloomy and 
I doudy wilderness. 
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Here is not anj sounding instnimenl, aa a minister of Um 
Society, in our reli^on$ meetings ; but the sounding, in oai 
■ilent gatherings, is a Ion sigh or groan to the ootward ear, 
and tears rolling down Friends' cheeks to the outwud eje; 
which, I believe, is that sacrifice which the Lord, to thii 
daj, graciously accepts. And we have a hope that a day of 
greater clearness, or brightness, will arise in the Lord's timt, 

" We hope it will he cause of gladness to you to hear that 
the Lord is at work among the people of this town, in oar 
apprehension, more than heretofore. Amongst the joong 
people, some are inclining to attend our meeting, and otketi 
are enquiring after the true way, which is cause of glitdawi 
to us. 

" When that letter, giving account of the death of that 
Friend who had intended to visit us, was rend in our niMC 
ing, it solYened many hearts, and an inward cry arose thai 
the Lord may be near for the support of his &milj, and 
Urengthen them in this time of trial." 

He proceeds to give an account of his family, aod how, 
having since their convincement, declined to have their 
children baptized with water, hut had got several of their 
births registered by the two months' meeting, he enquire* 
whether such registry did not confer permanent memhersliip. 
A suitable reply was given, in acrardance with the practie* 
of Friends in England. 

TTj^ next letter refers to another interesting event ; tlial of 
Endre Dahl, a young man much esteemed amongst them, 
coming over to Newcastle, to gain some further acqunintonca 
with the English language, chielly with a view to his greater 
usefulness amongst them, in the way of reading and trans* 
lating English Friends' books or writings, for their instmo- 
lion and edilication. He obtained permission from tha 
governor, as a special favour, and in consideration of tbo 
Mtecm in which he held him. 



" Stavanger, 4th mo. 4tli, ia43. 
" To yon, my dear Friends in Englanil, 
" The river of the love of God extends it-aelf over land 
and sea : it extends also to you, my beloved Friends. I often 
seem as if I was amongst you, and beheld you ; and I can 
■ay that we, as young Friends here, will be glad to see any 
of you, dear Friends, in our country, if it please Divine 
Providence to send them, so that we could see and speak to 
tbem. And we bo])e the way would be made easier, if our 
beloved Friend, Endre Dabl, who is coming to see some of 
Ton, could stop a little time amongst you, to learn the Eng- 
lish language, and become a little more acquainted with 
yoH. We will greatly feel the want of him, whilst be i» 
amongst you ; but the desire of my heart is, that the grac« 
of God may rest upon him. My love is to all them that 
love the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, Tour Frieii<I, 
" Ener Rasuussen." 



SKSRE DAHLB VISIT TO NEWCASTLE — SCASCITT OF BOOKS AND 
OF THE SCKIPTURES^E. T.^BTED'S AUDRBSH TO THE JUSTICE* 
AND PRIESTS EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 



4th mo. 1st, 1843. Elias Tasted's letter of this date intro- 
duces to the notice of the Friends of Newcastle, the young 
man already mentioned, who was about twenty-throe years of 
■ge, and was desirous of acquiring a better knowledge of ths 
English language, Endre Jacobson Dahl, whose marriags 
has been noticed. He remained at Newcastle three months, 
made good progress, and was much beloved by the Friends 
there for his pious &ame of mind, and amiable conduct. 
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Wltoi tlie lime mma for hia retttin home, he took his pu- 
nge in s small read, wboe be waa in imminent duiger of 
being lost, b» the resse! bdng rnn down in the nigKt hj s 
Scotch ship, and sunk The five persons on board wift 
much difficulty escaped in the boat, and reached the tomI 
which had occasioned the accident, and were brought back 
to Sondcrland, from whence E. Dahl rejoined his fiienda at 
Newcastle, and soon afterwards got safe home. 

In the aboTe letter, £. T. mentions the receipt of tlia 
jeariy meeting's epistle, " which has been odea read b> 
Friends and others. We now hold oar meetings in our littU 
new-built meeting house ; and we hare manv more attend- 
ing our meetings than before. Our meetings are mosUj 
held in silence ; but after meeting, we sometimes read in 
Friends' books, with which Friends and others are well iati»- 
fied. Here is a little distraining for the school tax, aad 
priest's tithes. Elus Tastei>-" 

When Endre Dahl relumed home, he was liberally fur- 
nished with a number of Friends' books by the meeting lor 
sufferings, and a good number of Bibles and Testaments al 
the expense of a few Friends of Newwislle monthir meet- 
ing. At the instance of Josiah Forster, a grant waa ol^ 
tained &om the Bible Society in London, which were to ha 
obtained from their agent at Stavanger, to nhom the Friendf 
then were to account for the produce of sales, whether at 
reduced prices or otherwise. 

From a letter to a Friend in London, on transmitting lli» 
answers to the queries, tlie following remarks are extracted : 

"There is a very iuadeqimie supply of ihe Holy Scrip- 
tnies amongst them,' the price being too liigh for many of 
them to obtain a proper supply fur themselves or their youog 
people. They ore much intcrcstcil in the perusal of Vneoiii' 

• frieddi or Neircutlv nuiDthI; meeliug labMribrd sbodl alUtwi 
pounds U r WBdy Ibu dcfidaocj is bookh •■pvciaUjr lb« Scriplana. 



books ; but their aoppl; of tbem, in their own language, is 
extremely scanty. A llet is subjoined. They have been 
liberally supplied with Friends' books in English, but only 
Elia^ Tasted can rend them ; except Osmund Sorensen, who 
can read a little. Imperfect as these means are, they have 
been resorted to, much to their edification. When we con- 
sider the evidently increasing number of serious enquirers 
into the principles of the Society, they do appear to have a 
Btrofg claim upon the attention of the meeting for aufferings, 
whether more ample and eflectual aid should not be aflbrded 
them. 

' " It appears that Friends and their views are often ad- 
verted to in the provincial newspapers, and much that is 
erroneous is mixed up with siich notices. 

" It does not appear that they have any fragment iu their 
language respecting George Fox ; and the few Barclay's 
Apologya which they have are lent about from hand to hand. 

"The Tracts, lately printed by the Tract Association in 
London, in the Danish language, are well understood, and 
are very useful. 

-' The following are desirable to be translated into the 
Banish language : — Penn's Rise and Progress ; Turford's 
Grounds of a Holy Life; some short treatise on Oaths; 
The Summary of the History, Doctrine, and Discipline of 
Friends ; some of the documents which, of late years, have 
lieen issued by the yearly meeting ; The Way of Salvation 
by Christ ; Gumey's Letter on Redemption ; The Society's 
Testimony against War ; Tuke's Principles of Friends ; 
The Authority of Christ in his Church. 

" From what we know of the Friends of Stavanger, they 
appear to be a fender spirited people, well worthy of encou- 
ragement. The books in the Danish language, now in their 
possession, are as follows : — 

" About eight copies of £aicla}''a Apology. 
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" Penn'a Key, printed there. 

"Christopher Meidel on Baptiem and the Supper— 

" On Silence and Watchfulness, by Richard Philips- 
printed at Bergen. 

" Allen'3 Carnal and Spiritual Stat* considered. 

" Memoir of Thomaa Chalkl«y — a Tract, by the London 
Association. 

" On the Love of God, by do. do. 

" On the Teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

" On tlie Holy Scriptures, and the Duty of reading them, 
by Hans Erickaen of Chriatiania. 

" Whether any thing can he done to obtain relief for them 
in reference to oaths, and for their affirmation to be in all 
cases accepted where an oath is required, is a subject worthy 
of the consideration of the meeting for sufTerings. Tonr 
affectionate Friend, G. It,. 

"Newcastle, 5th mo. 5th, 1843." 



The following estmct will show that they continued 
liable to sufferings : — 

" 3td mo. 2Dd, 1844. Affliction and distress areas necw- 
sary for our humiliation, even as outward bread ia needful 
for our bodily sustenance ; and happy are they who can 
abide in patience, during these seasons of creaturely abaa^ 
ment. It is such who will l>e liappy in the end. All thia, 
my dear Friend, I am aware thou knowest. I hare tnanj 
things in my heart to say to thee in my own case ; but I 
cannot Knd words for it in your language. I often f«d 
tenderly for you, and also for my Friends here, and desir* 
that all of us may be kept subject to the grace of God. 
'Hieu, I hope, we will, from time to time, feel something of 
his mercy; and then we ahall love him for his goodneu, 
through all. 



" I am among the poorest of hia fiock : it is through 
povertj of spirit that the kingdom is to be received. 
Something of this poverty is the experience of Friends here. 
I believe they will learn obedience by the things which they 
Hufier. The people generally are kind, and speak well of 
the Society ; the magistrates, also, are kindly disposed ; but 
there is one of our Friends, who, by the law, la required to 
pay, until he bring his child to the baptism, for the first 
week as much as two shillings and six]>ence English, ami 
double every week after. His name is Halversen Micalsen." 

6th mo. 26th, 1844. In this letter, Eliaa Tasted very 
feelingly alludes to the death of William Backhouse, and 
makes some instructive remarks on the event. " It waa 
a hard blow to us ; and what may it not be to his dear 
family and Friends in your parts ? But we must believe 
that what God, in his wisdom, has appointed, he will exe- 
cute to hia own honour and praise. All who know him aa 
a God, know him as a Father of mercy. Even when it feela 
to hia children as though he was taking their life away, yet 
a secret hope is felt, even in the time of deep humiliation, 
that be will eventually favour them with a true sense that 
their life ia hid with Christ m God. Happy are all thoae 
who hold out in patience, paaaing through death to life. These 
m^;mfy the mercy of God to their souls, giving glory to 
him, and celebrate his praise for the least as well as the 
greatest of his mercies. ! happy Jay for that soul who 
knows him thus, through all his dispensations. You know 
these things ; but the love I feel coastrjins me, aa a partaker 
of the sufferings, and of the unity which we have in Chriat. 

" At our laat two months' meeting, there came seven 
Friends here, who desire to be members ; and some of them 
are well known to us, and felt near to ua in the bond 
of unity. But, in our youthful days, there ate many diffi- 
cultiea and dangera to be encountered ■ and there are few 
a 2 
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fathers amongst us. Many believe our principles to hf 
right ; but t)ic way of the cross is too hard for them. 

" I hear thnt Lucy Stead (of Suniierland) is ill. Thon 
must give my love to her. She has had a deep concent for 
our help and welfare, for many years ; IVequeatly writing to 
us, and evincing her love in various ways." {He al«o dcnm 
hia love to several other Friends by name.) 

" Some time ago, I gave forth a paper, which was pub- 
lished, concerning the satlerings of our Friends, addressed to 
the magistrates and priests. It has been generally read to 
the satisfaction of the people." The following is a transla- 
tion of the said paper. See below- 

" I think the increase of our members is irom twelve to 
twenty-four in two or three years ; and the two mooths' 
meeting is kept as usii:l1. 

" I hear our dear and beloved Friend, William Allen, m 
gone to his long home. His memory is very precious to mo, 
and I hope to many ; and I believe he rests in peac« willi 
the Lord. 

" I hope thou wilt remember me when tlion boweat down 
before the throne of grace. Thy sincere Friend, 

" EuAK Tasted." 

From ihi Stavanger County News and Advertiter, 3rd mo. 
\4lh. 1844 

" To you, ye justices and priests in Norway. 

"These liocs are principally tn thow ainongst you who 
practise and cherish a hostile spirit against alt who w- 
pomte themselves from you and your slate church ; fbr 
the peaceable and well-meaning amongst yon, they do not 
•o much concern. I beseech yon, beware of the spirit of 
persecution, which brought our Sariour to the cross 1 You 
know that it was in this spirit the chief prieots and scribes 
•Ifeatod their murderous deeds, whereby tfaey puicharad a 



Judas to betray onr Saviour, and afterwards induced a ma- 
gistrate (Pilate) to eflect their bloody purpose : Eind in tliia 
maaner have true Christians been treated in all ages. 

" The first who were the cause of the arising of persecution 
were impelled by the same spirit, in that they accused the 
innocent aud the peaceable, who separated themselves from 
their jmblic religion, before the magistrates ; and thus they 
make use of these as instruments to effect their murderous 
designs'- namely, to plunder, imprison, and kill the inno- 
cent, who never made any resistance, which is in accordance 
vnlh the apostle James's declaration, ' Te kill the just, and 
he doth not resist you.' 

" I believe you all know that this wolfish spirit of perse- 
cution rage<l in Paul, before his conversion : anil it ragea in 
every one, in a greater or less degree, previously to true 
conversion. I think we may he ashamed, amid our profes- 
aion of Christianity, so long as we permit the least measure 
of this spirit to remain, or rule in our hearts, against such 
as conscientiously depart from our profession ; for compul* 
aion of the conscience is soul-murder. Christ will have 
none forced into his church or communion ; but, on a cer- 
tain occasion, he said to his disciples, 'Will ye also go 
away V Here were no violent means resorted to, to force 
them to remain witli him. And thus ought we also to be 
minded, if we will be true Christians ; for a religious sect 
which countenances or allows of the persecution of another 
sect, of whatever name or profession, exhibits an infallible 
sign of a false and anti-christian church. It is known to 
me, that this above-said spirit of wickedness has ruled in 
and near Stavanger for many years, by the persecution of 
the Friends, commonly called Quakers, only because they, 
for conscience sake, cannot unite with the public state 
church of the country ; as in baptism, laying on of hands. 
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ofttlu, &e. On acconat of iheae tbioga, have not a few of 
these innocent men snfTered, even by those who made the 
greatest profession of the Lutheran doctrines ? And what 
they hare endnred, ^m one time to another, is gone into 
obliTion, becaase of theii silence ; and the same is, there- 
fore, little known, except by the bench of magistratea. 

" Thus, one P. U. was pot in prison, npon bread and water, 
one to four weeks, because he, for conscience sake, ooold not 
bring his child to the public water baptism ; dia^ng him 
out of his house, in a Tery sickly condition, and in cold 
weather, to prison, wherein he must endure the whole of bis 
punishment. 

" May not such treatment be considered as capital (endan- 
gering life) ? and yet was he not respected of his neighbour*, 
as a peaceable and friendly person, whose poverty permitted 
him not to rid himself of the tine adjudged ? (bad he been 
free to do it.) 

" One S. £. was, on the same account, plundered of all bis 
cattle, seven in number, with the exception of one calf re- 
maining ; and also for priests' tithes, from one time to an- 
other, distrained upon to three or four times the amount of 
the original demand. 

" M. L., who, for conscience sake, could not take the oath 
required by law, lost her inheritance of 60 to 70 apd. 
(£12, 13s.), and was sentenced afterwards to imprisanment 
for many days, on bread and water, and is now left poor. 

" One H. M. is lately fined, because he cannot bring his 
children to baptism, and probably he will also come under 
the like suffering ; and yet For such ceremonies aitd naages 
(sprinkling of infants) as are the inventions and contiiTanoes 
of man alone, and which may be fully proved, by the Iloly 
Scriptures, to be neither commanded nor used by the first 
and tme Christians. 

" From E. T., K. B., and 0. ft., is taken, 



times, by diatraint for other of the state church's demands, 
three or four times as much as was legally asked. 

" Besides these, there are many things and matters wliich 
I will not here recite. And alt this have those above men- 
tioned suffered in silence, and this even from those who 
consider themselves as the chiefeat members of the Lutheran 
church. All others, who have given their consent and al- 
lowance hereto, are yet not innocent. Examine now, friends ! 
both ye who have had a hand and consented in the above- 
mentioned persecutions, and ye who have not yet consented 
and partaken of the same, whether the light of Christ's 
spirit, in your hearts and coDSciences, can say yea and amen 
to such unchristian deeds ; and if ye believe that (you) may 
stand (approved) before Christ's judgment seat for the same ; 
and if ye could permit, consent to, or countenance those evil 
works in your last moments, when ye shall render your last 
account, and stand before the Judge of quick and dead ? 
I believe that the light of Christ in your consciences will 
say nay, let your profession be what it will. 

" When we, after Christ's commandment, and after the con- 
victions of his spirit in our souls, are bound to love our ene- 
mies, how much more (should we love) our peaceable neigh- 
hours, who endeavour, each in his way, to love, honour, and 
worship a gracious God, who alone can correct the errors 
and mistakes of men ? He has created ns to assist and do 
good to each other, and not to aillict, coerce, pejsecute, and 
destroy one another. I love you and all men, and wish 
both yonr temporal and eternal peace, which none of us can 
attain to before the spirit of animosity becomes destroyed 
and overthrown in us, and trodden under foot. And this 

n alone happen by Christ's spirit, power, and work in oar 
souls. Wliou this gets a degree of dominion in our souls, it 
is then not dilGcult to love our enemies, according to Christ's 
commandment. 
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"And jou, je magistrates, judges, and chief officen! 
je who say that jo are obliged and bound to prosecute, i 
sentence and Judgment, all that the berore- mentioned priests 
allege and insinuate as complaints before you, in cases of 
conscience, in spiritual tilings, and for things which man 
has between himself and his God alone ; know ye also that 
these laws and judgments, which are contrary to God's Uw 
and judgment, in your inmost souls, will not justify you in 
the great day of account. Touch not, therefore, these 
causes, neither meddle you therein. Let the (oppresaiog) 
spirit's power have liberty to fight against that (meek, suf- 
fering) spirit ; but should these two spirits fall into conten- 
tion together, to the hurt of the boily, then it belongs to yon, 
as rulers, not to bear the sword in rain. Ye know that in 
spiritual causes, the judgment belongs to the Lord alone; 
but if ye entangle yourselves in spiritual causes and judg- 
ments, then ye are not assured of keeping your hands &(Mn 
innocent blood ; for, in this manner, ye may easily come la 
persecute Christ in his members. Him who is the Head to 
tfaem. But, in such causes, and weiglity and spiritual 
(matters), I wish that you may remember the counsel of iIm 
ancient and honourable teacher of the law and judge, *Vtt 
liel, to the Jews, (Acts v. 33-42,) when be said, ' And now 
I say unio you, Refrain from these men, and let them aloa*; 
for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought ; but if it be of Go<l, ye cannot overthrow it ; leat, 
haply, ye be found even to fight against God.' 

" In conclusion, this is my fervent and earnest desire lor 
you, ye priests and magistrates. Lay down the hostllo 
spirit of persecution ; so will ye be loved of God and yota 
fellow men, and be honoured ond obeyed of every one who 
loves God and his way of truth ; for love to all men, wbe- 
ther they be our friends or enemies, is the true sign u 
stamp of our Christianity. " Eu*» Tastbd.", 
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The Frienda of Stavanger, having got further assistance 
in the wort of translations, by the hotter knowledge of the 
'EngHah language acquired by Endre Dahl, in the course of 
his three months' application to the study of the language at 
Newcastle, now proceeded to tratulate and prepare for the 
press two additional tracts, viz., " A brief Memoir of George 
Pox,* by E. B. ;" and, " The Testimony to the Authority of 
Chritt in his Church." The following extract from E. D. 
to a Friend of Sunderland, is of an encouraging character : — 

10th mo. 18th, 1844, E. D. to E. B., of Sunderland :— 

" It rejoices me that I can inform thee and thy Friends 
that we experience a growth in our little society; many at- 
tend our assembly who appear to be touched by the tender 
conyicfion of the Divine Witness in their own souls. They 
have found no true peace in their former ceremonial wor- 
ship ; and although we have no minister who (speaks) to 
our outward ear, yet we believe the Bishop of our souls is 
often present amongst us ; and we have learned the necessity 
which is laid upon us, as a Cliristiau body, not to place our 
dependence upon man. Some of the young convinced Friends 
appear to be very ardent in their spirit, and a great love is felt 
toward them. We are persuaded that they are not convinced 
of men, but by the Divine Grace alone, which called them out 
of Egypt spiritually, and by the light of Christ, which 
shined unto them, and showed them which way they should 
go. And thus have we a hope that the plants which the 
Heavenly Father himself hath planted, will bear fruit. I 
believe a mutual love to be maintained among Friends ; and 
AB we are few in number, we appear to love one another the 
more ; and we would therefore more feel the want of the con- 
versation of a single one of those to whom the affairs of the 
fiociety are their chiefest concern. 

* TliBj had no book in (heir Ungoiige reapi>ctii)g Gi 
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" We also feel that the apirit of this world much chokei 
the seed of the Kingdom, so that it beara uot fruit. The 
Apostle warns ua not to be conformed to this world. So 
ought we, according to our high and holy profession, to ba 
very self-denving in our lives and convetBation. And I Ifr 
joice to perceive that the young convinced Friends amongst lu, 
have their attention directed to a true self-denial in their 
apparel, and the simplicity which the Cross of Clirist led 
Friends into in the beginning. 

" The death of Lucy Stead was much felt among thi 
Friends here, for whom she haa had great solicitude fir 
many years. Please to salut« her sister Alice from me, and 
my wife and Friends ; as also the Wilson family, from 
whom, I, when in distress {after being shipwrecked), re- 
ceived great proofs of love, at the time I wa^ in Sunderland, 
which remain with me in thankful remembrance. The liv- 
ing ministry with which we were favoured in the quarterly 
meeting there, remains in abiding remembrance with ma. 
"E. D." 

7th mo. 1 1th, 1845, £. D., in allusion to the accounts which 
he had received of the lat« yearly meeting and of the minio- 
terial services, remarks : — 

" Although the Lord in his wisdom has seen (it and DMful 
for us to be yet in want of such qualified ministry, notwith- 
standing this there bos still been some added to the church. 
We have learned in the school of Christ not to depend a|Mm 
man, but only u{)on the Lord Christ, the Bishop of soulo. — 
He said to his disciples, ' I am among you as he that 
Mfveth.' Let us, therefore, examine ourselves, how far w« 
have been willing, like Mary, to sit at Christ's feet, chooonf 
thai good part which should not be taken away from her ; 
that thus he may thoroughly purge his floor. For many 
■eem willing to do much for the Lord, who arc uot willing 
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to separate from all that prevents the work of the Lord going 
forward. 

" On the 7th of last month, ar:companied by my wife and 
other two Friends, we set out lo visit some Friends and others 
who profess with us, living at a distance from Stavanger. Wa 
took a boat and travelled by land and water 120 English 
miles. We visited many pious people, and distributed tracts 
ajnoQ^t them. 

A few weeks after thia, we made another visit by sea in 
a little boat, to a similar class of persons, which was to our 
own edification. In both these visits, we met with several 
who received us kindly ; and I hope some of them will turn 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. " E. D." 



CHAPTEK VI. 

KEHORIAL or THE HEETIMG FOR SUTFEHIKGS TO THE KINO AITD 
GOVERNMENT OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY— STATE OF THE SO- 
CIETY—LAW or KINO OSCAR, GRANTING GREATER LIBERTY OS 
CONBCIENCB TO DISBENTBH8— GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
THEKEOF TO THE KING— EXTRACTS FROM LUTTERS. 

1846. Eaelt id this year, the meeting for sufferinga was 
■eriously occupied with the consideration of how far it conid 
benefically interfere in bringing the swSering case of Friends 
in Norway before their own government. It was understood, 
that the propriety of granting a larger degree of toleration, 
■was occupying the mind of the king of Sweden and Norway ; 
and that of some other persons of influence in those countries. 
The late king had been visited by William Allen and 
Stephen Grellett, in the year 1818, when, in the address 
which they prepared and presented lo him, they say, " We 
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&re deeply convinced tLat in proportion aa the benign tfinl 
of the Gospel is submitted to, in the hearts of men univeraallf, 
it will lead to order, to aubordination, and to peace in the 
earth ; for, proceeding from the source of infinite lore, it 
produces nothing but good-will towards the whole human 
Family ; it teaches charity for those who differ from ub ; and, 
accordingly, the true church has been under persecntitm, ml 
times, from the earliest ages, but has never persecuted. 

" We hare been particularly gratified in being infomted of 
thy disposition to grant liberty of conscience and indulgence 
to religious scruples ; for as every man must give account of 
himself unto God ; lie is bound to perform worship in the 
manner which he is convinced, in his own mind, is mo«t fte< 
ceptable in the Divine sight ; and we take the liberty to 
solicit thy kind protection of those who, though they may 
differ in sentiment from the religion of the country, yet, by 
their lives and conduct, give proof that their only object is 
to preserve a conscience void of offence toward God and to- 
ward men. It is by concentrating all the talent and all the 
good feeling which exist in the hoily of the people, and 
directing it to one object— the general good— that nations be- 
come strong ; and we are sure, with thy eidightened miad, 
it is not necessary for us to dwell on the bappy efiectB |>n>- 
duced by a free toleration, in matters of religion, in thoae 
ootintriea in which it is enjoyed." 

In the interview which they had with the king, on psfr 
senting the address from which the above ia extracted, 
William Allen remarks, that " The king told us a great deal 
about the state of Norway, and what he had done for that 
country, regretting that there were some things in their oM 
constitution, which were very hurtful ; he said the peasaitl* 

were not represented in their government, &c We 

spoke of the Friends in Norway, and he told us that the 
affair of marriage had been before the council, and it was 



concluded that, proyided it was performed ^er the manner 
of Frienda, and registered, it should be lawful, and that he 
would protect, not only the Frienda there at pres^it, hut 
those who might join them in future." 

" He said, ' Your Friends cannot avenge themselves ; all 
that their principles permit is, if possible to parry the blows 
which may be aimed at them ; but they cannot, otherwise, 
defend themselves ; they, therefore, have a double claim to 
protection ;' and this, he assured me, they should have." 
Life of W. Allen, vol. i,, p. 405. 

Entertaining a strong persuasion that the government was 
very &T0UTably disposed, and that the subject of granting 
greater liberty to DisBentors was to be brought before the 
Storthing or Parliament which was to assemble at Christiania, 
in 1&45, in the first month, the meeting for sufferings pro- 
ceeded to prepare a full and strong, but respectiul memorial 
on behalf of the Frienda of Stavanger and other parts of 
Norway. The points adverted to in it were. 

The free liberty of public worship, of marriage, a reference 
to water baptism, exemption from oaths, and relief in the 
case of ecclesiastical demands. (See Appendis B.) 

In one of his letters, about this period, Glias Tasted, in 
allusion to his many trials and discouragements, remarks, 
" I have, at no time, been in doubt as to our way of confes- 
sion; through these trials, I have often been labour- 
ing in my own strength to get out of these troubles, until I 
was made sensible that it is not in him that willeth, or that 
runneth, but of God who showeth mercy ; and that this 
mercy is extended to him that worketh not, but who believ- 
«th on Him who justifieth the ungodly — his faith is counted 
to him for righteousness. 

" ' Seekest thou great things to thyself?' said the Lord to 
the prophet : 'seek them not.* My desire is, that all 
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of na, vho make this great confessioD, va&y seek, after greater 
bmnilily. 

" The atiendance of onr meetings is increasing ; and I 
hope there are some who increase in their experience of tht 
truth, althoDgh we are too generally in a state of childhood 
to eadurc the storm." 

"ih mo. 12th. 1845. " I hare received the epistle from 
the yeailv meeting, which was read at the conclosion of our 
meedng for worship. It was encouraging to hear of tha 
Lord's great mercy, which he so richly gives yon to pgutek* 
of, to your souls' refreshment. 

" We may, through many afflictions, leam to undenrtand 
that the times and seasons are in thi Lord's hand, and that 
when he opens, none can shut : and that all good thingi 
come from him. 

" Our meeting is increasing ; although the growth, in mj 
view, appears small amongst lu, and that the moomful ars 
more in number than the joyful. 

" Vihea the earth appears dry, and the old stock of prori- 
■ions are fast decreasing, yet the inhabitants of the land lin 
in a little hope. Our feeble and secret sighs and bnsdt- 
inga ascend, that the Lord, in his own time, of his great 
mercy, will look upon us from on high, and cause his mild 
and fruitful drops to descend, for the refreshment of the dij, 
and the strengthening of the feeble, and to the increaae of 
the new provision fur the sustenance of his people, and 
cause it to spring forth from the land, after it has bees 
cleansed. After this precious experience, some amongst a 
are hungering and thirsting. 

" But may we all he willmg to take up the cross, and ha 
willing to part with all the old provision, seeking afler tha 
Lord's great goodness, which he conceals from the wise aitd 
prutlcnt of this world, hut makes manifest to the siaoan 
hearted little ones. " £ua« Tasrut." 




• It is worthy of ohaervation how the little body of Friend* 
in Norway, abiding faithful in their allegiance to God and 
to hia Christ, and being made willing to suffer for the testi- 
monies pven tliem to hear to the truths of the gospel, in 
meekness and wisdom, was a means, under the Divine bless- 
ing, of obtaining greater liberty of conscience for the people 
generally. The following resolution of the Storthing, held 
at Christiania, and confirmed by the ting, is a remarkable 
proof of it : — 

" Law relating io those who profess themselves of the Chris- 
tian Reiigion, tnilkoal being MembtTt of the Stale Church, 
"Palace of Stockholm, 16th July, 1845. 

" We, Oscab, by the grace of God King of Sweden and 
Norway, of the Goths and Venders, 

" Make known, That the resolution of the Storthing, now 
regularly assembled, of the 4th of June of the present year, 
has been laid before us, of the following tenor : — 

*' S. 1. Disaenters, or such as profess themselves of tho 
Christian religion, without being members of the etata 
church, have free public esercije of religion, within the 
bounds of law and propriety, and may form congregation* 
nnder the directions of their own priests or elders. 

" S. 2. The priests or elders, named in the preceding 
section, shall, before they are acknowledged in such charao- 
ter, satisfy the civil magistrate of the place that they are 
accepted for (or approved of) by a certain community, and, 
besides, deliver in a written oath or affirmation to the same 
-magistrate, (see section 10,) to the eflect that they, in their 
«ffice, will act according to the laws of the state, and be 
faithful to truth and duty ; in which respect, they are sub- 
jected to similar guarantees as the ofEccrs of tho state. 
They have to keep the registers, which are prescribed by the 
king, with exactness, and which are to be exhibited when 
I 2 



called for, for the inspection of the magiatratefl. At the 
expiration of each year, they have to send to the magistrate 
a list of the members of the congregation, and the mar- 
riages, births, and deaths, which have taken place in the 
course of tlie year. They are further obliged to give certifi- 
cates, am! communicate to the ra^strate esplanations coo- 
ceraing their congregations, in like manner with the priests 
of the state cturch. 

" 8. 3. Such as belong to Dissenting congn^tiona (or 
churches) are exempted from other taxes to the state chorch 
and its officers, than tithes, and contributions or impoela at- 
tached to the property whereof they may be in poesession. 

" 8. 4. Before any building is used by a Dissenting con- 
gregation for Divine service, the civil magistrate of the plaee 
must be informed. Divine service may not be held with 
locked doors. For transgression of any of the regalations, 
the priest, the elder, or bo who has spoken (or lectured) in 
the meeting, is to l>e punished. , 

"S. 5. Dissenters, whether they belong to a ngabt < 
congregation or not, have to announce the births and deaftr 
to the curate of the place, within a month after they knV 
happened, under a fine of five specie dollars for every wMt 
that the announcement afterwards may be delayed. In A» 
onnonncement of a child's birth, shall be stated its Urtb* 
day, sex, and name, with the names of its parents. ZX*> 
aenters who belong te a regular congregation, have, bendeB, 
within three months, under the same penalty, te inform 
their own priest or elder, oa well of births and deaths, &■ of 
marriages entered into. 

" 8. 6. Marriage between Dissenters becomes, by aptatr 
tion of the civil law alone, thus established : that an inatm- 
ment (or document) be drawn out before a public notary, in 
the place where the man or woman concerned resides, 
wherein they declare themselvee married people. BeSon 



Bucli can be granted, the above-named officer has to demand 
the aame legal proofs aa those the priest requires in a con- 
tract of marriage in the state church ; yet no publication of 
bans ia required, nor any i)roof of baptism, or of having re- 
ceived tlie Lord's Supper. The public notary has, within 
eight days, to give notice of the marriage entered into to th« 
curate of the place vrhere the married couple take up their 
abode. In accordance with the above cited regulation, no 
marriage, or any other act in use on entering into nuirriage, 
is to be held or made, under pain of fine, before the mar- 
riage is contracted in the before cited manner. 

" S. 7. Marriage, between a Lutheran and a Dissenter, 
18 established by marrying in the state church ; in which 
case, however, proof of the Dissenter's baptism, and his hav- 
ing received the Lord's Supper, is not required. 

" S. 8. Children of married people, one of whom belongs 
to the state church, are considered as belonging to it, unless 
the parents make an express declaration to the contrary. 
Children of married people, who are both Dissenters, are 
regarded as not belonging to the state church, unless the 
parents make an express declaration thereof. In the event 
of the parents living separate, or of their death, the person 
tiking charge of the education of the children is to deliver 
a valid declaration in this respect. The last named regula- 
tion holds good, also, in respect to bastards, whose mothers 
do not belong to the state church. The declaration is to be 
delivered to the curate of the place, and noted in the minis- 
terial book. 

" S. 9. Children wJio are not to be educated in the Lu- 
theran religion, may, if desired, be exempted from the 
instruction in it in the public schools. But the director of 
the school, in every case, is to see that the instruction of tht 
children, in regard to religion, is not neglected. 
"1 i3 



" S. 10. They whose religious profession permits not of 
oaths, under any form, shall, in those cases where an oath u 
required, deliver a promise or affirmation in the manner the 
king may determine, which shall be esteemed &b valid aa if 
an oath were taken by them. They whose religious profi»- 
sion does not admit of their taking an oath in the fbna pro- 
scribed for members of the state church, shall take it in 
snch form as the king may determine. 

" S. 11. Summonses or offices in the state church may 
not be given to dissenters, 

" S. 12. The taxes (or contributions) paid to the goar- 
dians of the poor, to schools, or other public inatitutions, in 
connexion with certain ecclesiastical acts, are to be portid- 
pated in by Dissenters, in those cases where these ecc]ena»- 
tical acta would have been performed for them, had tbej 
been members of the state church. If the church or its 
officers receive any part in such contributions, Disaentan 
are exempted from paying this part. 

" S. 13. The regulations of the state church, coDceming 
rest and cessation from work on Sundays and its holidays, 
are also binding for Dissenters. 

" S. 14. If the Dissenters do not use the chnrGhr^BldB 
belonging to the state church, they are, however, mbjeet 
both to the orders of police (for salubrity) respecting burial*, 
and the further determination of the chief magistrate, with 
respect to the choice of the place of burial. 

" S. 15. In general, no one is acknowledged as haviog 
left the st&te churcli, before he, having attained the age a£ 
nineteen years, has personally appeared before the ptieat 
ooncemed, and announced his leaving it, for insertion io tba 
ministerial book. How far, in some cases, exception u to 
i^e, or postponement of confirmation, may take placO) is to 
be decided by the king. 
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"S. 16. When a Dissenter will go over to the State 
ohnrcli, he must apply to a miniater. If he be aot baptized, 
he must go through the ceremony, according to the appoint- 
roentof the ritual for the baptism of adults. In the contrary 
cBfie, it is sufficient that the person concerned satisfy the 
priest, in conjunction with two assistants of the parish and 
another clergyman, that he has a satisfactory knowledge of 
the doctrine of the State church ; and that their witness 
hereof, as well as the concerned party'a declaration, that he 
will go over to the state church, be entered in the ministerial 
hook. 

" S. 17. Every one who seeks by inducements opposed 
to general good order ; by promises of temporal advantage ; 
by fraudulent means ; or by threats, to bring over any one 
from one religious profession to another, is, so far as the 
action does not involve any higher punishment, to be pu- 
nished with fine ; and in case of repetition, with imprisonment 
and fine. 

" S. 18. As far as no exception ia made, either in the 
regulationa of the fundamental law, or in the present law, 
the different Ciiristian professions of faith involve no dif- 
e in duties or rights, whereof, for an example, it is a 
consequence, that, on the one side, no religious profession can 
exempt from military service ; and on the other hand, the 
regulationa which make heirship, allodiality, or any other 
rights dependant upon baptism, shall not be to the prejudice 
of those Dissenters, by whom the rite of baptism in general, 
and the christening of children in particular, is not ac- 
knowledged. 

"S, 19. By the present law is abolished, that of the 
statutes of Christian 6th, 2 s., laying a prohibition on the 
free exercise of religion out of the established worship : the 
same statutes, 2, 18, 15; the rescript of the 6th September, 
W}, CDUceming professors of other religions ; the raBccrqt 
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of the 7th of September, 1736 ; tKe rescripts of 6th March 
and 2iid April, 17'ld, lelating to separatiels ; privileges of 
the 15th May, 1747; oidinance of 19th September, 1766; 
proclamation of 23rd December, 1771 : assentof 31et Jannarj, 
1772, concerning marriages with those of the Befonned re- 
ligion ; and roval resolution of 6th March, (circular of 27th 
March), 1813 ; also the regulations concerning professon of 
other (or strange) religioM, contained in the church ritual of 
25th July, 1685, chap. 9, is abolished. 

" Finally are abolished the Norwegian laws, 6, 1, 1 to 6, 
and the order of police of October 22, 1701 ; 2nd poet, c^ 
1, so far as the therein contained resolutions are in oppositkn 
to this law. 

" And we have accepted and affirmed, as we hereby do 
accept and affirm, this resolution as law, 

" Given at the palace of Stockholm, the 16th of July, 
1845. Under our hand and the seal of the kingdom. 

" OSCAB." 

On the proclamation of this alteration of the law in 
favour of those who conscientiously dissented froin th« 
Lutheran church, the Friends of Stavangcr prepared and 
forwarded to the king, the following grateful acknowledg- 
ment ; — 

" Trantlalion of an Addreu on behalf of the Societif j/" 

Friendt, in and near Slavanger, in Norway ; to Otear, 

King of Sneden, Norteay, 6^0. 

"To Kino Oscar! 

" We, who are a people called Fri 

name of Dissenters in Norway, assu 

lines, to express, in true and since) 

thee, O king ! for the law for liberty of conscience, and w 
Iftg^ and f[«e exercise of religi(»i, which thou, in thf 



in<is, bat known by tba 
me the liberty in theM 
c love, our gratitude to 
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generosity, hast granted ua : a law which, in any former age, 
would scarcely have even been aaked tw be permitted in the 
land of Norway. We believe that herein, (we dare to aay) 
that thou, O king, hast shewn a pre-eminence over thy pre- 
decessors, which were kings of cho same country. 

"And that it is from the Most High, this excellent 
judgment and disposition of mind is — to loosen the bands of 
conscience, for peaceable and Christian minded subjects, that 
they might worship and adore God in the manner they be- 
lieve to be right. 

" If this step, and this excellent Judgment should often 
again 1« proved, thou wilt never come to repent even unto 
thy latest breath ; whilst the knowledge of God and his tear 
dwells in thy heart. 

" We believe, also, that thy dear deceased father, had a 
mind in union with it ; under whom we have lived subject to 
his government, all the time of his reign in Norway ; al- 
though, for cooBcienceBake,wehave suffered under his rule, by 
the old laws continuing in force in the land. We also certainly 
believe it was quite contrary to his will, which ho in many 
respects showed, by his aHectionatc and tender mind and 
judgment towards us, when our sufferings came to his 
knowledge. 

" We have the same hope in tliee, O king I (should) simi> 
lar circumstances occur to us, in our honest regard for con- 
science. And since thou haat shewn so much favour, and 
rach a Christian disposition towanls us, so we desire, for 
these and other reasons, that the love of the eternal and true 
God may not only be as a heavenly visitation to thy soul 
from the Most High ; but that it may continue to grow from 
one degree of pureness to another, and be known of thee as 
a fountain of peace, springing forth to eternal life in thy 
heart. This is the true greatness by which the thrones of 
kings and princes are established, and is of more worth than 
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earthly erowna. This was the fountain from wtence kiof 
Solomon obtained hia great wisdom, and which he sought 
for before earthly crowns, and after which he cried to tha 
Most High, to obtain wisdom to reign over a great people ; 
and, BO long as he lived in the fear of God, it was well witli 



" Wo desire, fervently, that a portion of this spirit of tma 
wisdom, may also in the same way be thine ; and that we, 
thy subjects, may also be in a fervent and daily cndeaT«mr 
to get a part in it, and continue to grow in it, which alwayt 
leads to humility : so would the equity of thy spirit, and 
obedience to the same from thy subjects, meet each othar. 
And thus, as ve have lived in peace and obedience nnder 
the government of thy father, to all his equitable laws and 
commands, which 'we did uot feel to be in opposition to the 
laws of God ; we also hereby promise, through the grace of 
God, as good subjects, to shew the same obedience to thee, 
O king I to thy government and authority. 

" We believe that this is the binding duty of all under 
this Christian profession ; and we believe obedience to be Um 
first, sole, and right honour, with which we can honour our 
king, government, and superiors in authority. 

" And as we wish that the mercy of God may rest upon 
thee, thy house, and people ; and that thou, king 1 m&j 
■eek afler both Iteavenly and earthly peace, and rule over 
thy land and people in the same, and therein end thy daja 
in the Loril's appointed time. This is the sincere wish, for 
thee and all men, of as, thy well-wishing subjects, in, ftnd 
near Stavanger, in Norway, of the society of Friends, but 
formerly known under the name of Quakers. On behalf of 
this little society, and in its fellowship, we hope by faithful- 
ness to continue, 

" King Oscar's obedient subjocU, 

" Suvanger, 12th of 8th mo., 164fi. B; £. TAiTis.** i 



We will now present the reader with one more letter from 
die pen of Ener Bosmusaen, written in Daniah, to a Friend 
-of Sanderland. 

8th mo. 30th, 1345. "Although I and thee are per- 
■onally unknown to each other, I believe we yet do know 
mch other in the hidden man. I feel a true union in my 
spirit with you, the Friends in England. Often am I in my 
lonelineaB turned towards you in love and sweet fellowship 
in my spirit, even as if I were amongst you. Tliis fellowship 
liaa its source in Christ, the true vine tree, in whom all true 
nnity and fellowship consists. 

" Your love is great toward us, and the concern you have 
-evinced in both spiritual and temporal things, is much ap- 
preciated ; and, I believe, yet more precious in the sight of 
God, who rejoices to behold his love poured forth on earth, 
as it is in heaven. 

" Yon are much mentioned amongst the young Friends, 
and love bnrsts forth from them towards you. I trust all 
will be to the praise and honour of Him who has thus 
united us together in the spirit. 

" I will now inform thee of a great visitation of grace 
from on high, which was felt in our meeting on the firss 
First day in the fifth month last. I believe the Lord's pre- 
sence was near the assembly, and was felt by all present, as 
our dear friend, Endre Dahl, stood up and publicly bore tes- 
timony amongst us, A shaking or motion was felt by the 
whole assembly. He has also appeared in ministry a few 
times since; and has travelled to visit Friends who live at 
B distance from Stavanger, and who lack ability irequently 
to attend our meeting. I have also been with him on a 
riflit to some Friends. 

" We are now granted religious liberty by the king of 
Horway ; and, perhaps, Eliaa Tasted or Endre Dahl will send 
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a cop;r of die law to tKee, by which thon canst see how 
great our liber^ is. 

" It wa^ determine^ in oar two months' meeting, held in 
the Eixth month last, that, in the sixth month of each year, 
all Friends in Norway, who live at a distance from Stavan- 
ger, should be invited to meet as regularly as possible for 
them, as many have a dangerous voyage to travel ; and that 
all things relating to the two montlis' meeting, which hare 
occurred during the year, should then be discussed and 



" Perhaps we may venture secretly to look for some goe 
from England to visit us at Stavanger. It would be very 
acceptable to us, if it were the liord's will. Friends arc well, 
except two women, who are very feeble. And now thou art 
affectionately saluted from thy friend and fellow pilgrim, 
" Ekeb Kasuusssn." 



In the spring of 1846, an individual accustomed to attend 
tneetings at Stavanger, bad occasion, with her husband, to 
come over to Newcastle, where they were kindly noticed by 
several Friends. Ou their return home, they mentioned the 
surprise with which they had observeil, in the houses of 
Friends, a departure from that ancient simplicity which the 
early Friends were accustomed to observe, both in thdr ap- 
parel, and in the furniture of their houses. This being im- 
ported to the dear Friends of Stavanger, gave tliero pun ; 
and proves the need we have, as members of a Society 
hitherto so remarkable for its self-denial, and abstinettee 
from an indulgence in the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, to be very careful in an adherence to that innocency 
and simplicity of life and manners which was so impressive- 
ly inculcated by our Lord, when he warned his disciples 
against the pursuit of such things ; adding, " After all 



theae things do the uatioas of the world seek ; and be oot yn 
like unto them." 

In a letter to a Friend of Newcastle, the writer lemarka : — 
*' They are telling' some things which is a grief to tender- 
hearted Friends, and which, thoy say, only worldly-minded 
people do, as it is not useful for any thing but to gaze upon. 
Friends ask me, Is that true? and have Friends liberty to 
do it ? Is it consistent with Friends' principles ? Are they 
not more separated from the world than this ? Such (juea- 
tions do they put to me, because I never told any body of 
■uch things amongst you, although I saw it when with you, 
uid looked upon it as superfluity ; your great love corered 
it to me." 

There is so much instruction to be derived from this little 
occurrence, that the Editor is best satisfied to give it a place 
in tliese pages, as an excitement to greater circumspection, 
lest we unhappily offend or give occasion of stumbling to any 
of the little awakened tender-hearted ones of Christ's flock, 
who are honestly enquiring after the true way to the king- 
dom of God ; and whose eyes have been measurably opened 
to see that the lusts of the flesh [the carnal mind], the lusts 
of the eye, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but 
of the world. 

We now come to another remarkable event in the history 
of the little community of Friends in Norway; the religious 
visit paid to them in the summer of 1846, by our dear 
Friends, Edwin 0. Tregelles, and John Budge, of Cornwall, 
and Isaac Sharp, of Darlington. It cannot he better do- 
icribed than it is by a letter to a Friend from one of tb« 
party. 




TISIT OF E. O. TREGELLIS, JOHN BVDSE, AND ISAAC 8HASF M 

FRIENDS IS NORWAY SPREAD OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THI 

SOCIETY NEW DANISH EDITION OF BARCLAY'S APOLOGT 

ASBJORN KLOSTER VISITS ENGLAND TO PREPARE HIMSHLV AJ 
A SCHOOLMASTER— SPEEERINOS CONTINUED— TWO YODNOMBI 

IMPRISONED FOR REFUSING TO SERVE IN SHIPS OF WAR 

CONCLGSION. 

Isaac Sharp's account of the visit paid to Friends in Ifop- 
way, dated on board the Countess of Lonsdale steamer, on 
her voyage from Hambro' to London, 8th mo. 5th, 1846 : — 

"My dear Friend, 
" I remember thy request for any information I coald givs 
thee in rcterence to the inter^ating little band in Norway, 
pTofeaaing similar views to those of Friends ; and I wish to 
comply therevfith, altho' the attempt may be a very im- 
perfect one. At Stavanger, the members, nttenders, and 
children, number nearly 100 ; but of these, only 18 adulti 
are considere<l in membership. Five meetings arc kept up at 
di^rent places. In four of these, there are two meetings held 
on First day, and one duiing the week. The entire number 
may be stated thus : members, 40 ; their children, 18 ; at- 
tenders, 63 ; their children, 44 ; total, 165. Included ia 
this number, is Elias E. Tasted, once a ]>risoner of war in 
England, who retains a lively sense of the love of God in 
thcMe years long gone by, when, in their assemblies on ship- 
board, literally the two or three together, the presence of tbmt 



Lord was known to be in the midst of them. It appears the 
little Society may take ita date about the year 1814. In 1818, 
they were visited in Korway, in Gospel love, by William 
Allen and Stephen Grellet ; and in 1 822, by Thomas ShiUittoe- 
Ten years after this, in 1832, arose a strong trial of faith : 
there was a division among this little band, on the subject of 
discipline. There were some, who attempted to break down 
this wholesome restraint, and, failing to do so, left the 
Society. The company was so small for a time, that I think 
not more than four assembled with E. E. Tasted, for public 
worship. The firm attachment to the good order of the 
Society, and the faithfulness of those who were thus left, 
appear to have been blessed : for, in a little time, most of 
those who went out, were given to see their error, and were 
favoured to return, and have remained faithful since. The 
pieseut neat and comfortable meeting-house was erected 
chiefly by E. E. Tasted, in 1842. The contemplation of hia 
steady Christian course^thc sweetness of his spirit — hii 
tenderness and love, are deeply interesting and instructive. 
His health, which is variable, has of late gradually declined ; 
and on this, be remarked feelingly, — ' I often think my time 
is not long ; and when I heard of your intended visit, I was 
80 unwell, I thought only to see you, while I was on my 
bed.' We visited his school, and found 19 boys and 8 girls ; 
together, 27. It has raised my admiration, many times, to 
see how much has been done by this single-eyed and sim- 
ple-hearted company ; whose love to all around them, bean 
with it a precious evidence of true discipleship. But this 
did not close our eyes to the rapidly increasing demands on 
their care for education, and to the inefficiency of their pre- 
sent provision ; nor to the want of space for the scholars 
H when assembled ; and the trust was raised, that prompt 
I measures will be taken to aid them, in supplying the 
I k2 
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flxistiag defidences in thi« very iraporCont portion of their 
oconomy. 

" We left London on the eth of 6th mo., 1846, and arrived 
&t Stavanger on the 21st ; and on the 25th, their first genera] 
meeting was held, preceded by their two months' meeting, 
in which there was one application for memliership. Tha 
report was favoumhie, and, on due consideration, the request 
was acceded to. Anotherapplicatioii, after solid deliberation, 
was deferred. A third application was recorded, aad an 
appointment made to visit accordingly, and report. Tha 
order and regularity with which the business was conducted — 
the brief hut solid manner in wliieh their sentimenta were 
expressed, and the sobriety of their demeanour, were very 
agreeable. The business of the general meeting was short, 
but satisfactory ; and its continuance will, I trust, proves 
strength and blessing. A eommiltee of five of their numliec 
waa ap])ointed to confer with Friends from England, on Mf> 
tain difhcultiea they have fe't in reference to the educotMB 
of their children, and on some <if the measures recently pl»* 
posed by the educational staff, in reference thereto. Hi* 
tender care manifested, lest by seeking relief from tbafr 
present bunlens, they should in any manner become invotrcd 
in difficulty, was striking ; and we endeavoured to encouT«g« 
their honest desire, patiently to suffer rather than take any 
■tcp not sufficiently clear. Oue poor Friend, fur a deraaod 
of two shillings for the school tax, which he coald not 
conscientiously pay, on account of the doctrines taught, had 
throe fishing nets taken away, valued at forty shillinga. II 
was agreed, that, in future, on account of 'sufferings' sksll 
bo preparcil, and brought up annually to the general ment- 
ing. There was a solemn eense, that the preisence of th« 
Great Head of the church had been known amongst us, uodet 
which the meeting closed, on Elios Ta>l«d's reading Um 
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minute, 'agreeing to meet again on tlie lait First da^ in 
the 6th mo. of the year 1847, if the Lord permit.' 

"After spending two weeks at Stavanger, we felt o peace- 
fal release from further labour there. At the close of th« 
meeting on First day afternoon, we took leave one of another. 
Great tenderness prevailed, and many wept, both male and 
female. We parted in love, and, I trust, under a sense of 
prayerful jileading one for another. Our own spirits having 
been contrited, and our sympathies awakened for this deeply 
interesting little flock, under a precious sense that, as they 
abide faithful, it is their lieavealy Father's good pleasure to 
give them the kingdom. Endre Dahl, who acted as our in- 
terpreter, greatly to our comfort and satisfaction, kindly gave 
np his time, and consented to accompany ue to Bergen and 
Ghristiania. It is about seven years since he joined the So- 
ciety at Stavanger, and something more than twelve months 
since he first apoke as a minister. His service in that time 
has been much to the comfort of his friends. He was re- 
peatedly engaged in the exercise of his gift, while we were 
present, to the tendering of many hearts. His knowledge of 
English was chiefly acquired at Newcastle, his desire to 
learn which, was greatly increased by the anticipation that, 
Bt some future period, he might be useful as an interpreter. 
A further acquaintance with the oonstruction of his own lan- 
gu^e, as well as that of England, would, he thinks, be of 
g^reat serrice ; and, I am not without hope, the next winter 
may witness some additional expenditure of time aod 
money, in the attainment of this very desirable object. Ten 
public meetings were held in Norway, and two on ship- 
board, at Gottenbui^h. Of the foregoing, one was held 
at Btavanger, in the national school-room, which was very 
crowded; about six hundred attended. Another was held 
at Bergen, and another at Ghristiania, the capital of Nor- 
way. A very serious responsibility was felt in thug ap- 
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pointing meetings where none had been held before, 
day following che one oa which the meeting was held at Beiiren, 
I think not fewer than lift; individuals called to ask for tracts. 
It was at this place we received an interesting call from W. 
A. Putter, whoae lively recollection of Thomas Shillittoe, 
when here in 1822, was very agreeable ; and whose jMirliDg 
words, he informed us, were expressive of a trust, that, 
though they should meet no more on earth, they would ba 
favoured to unite in a brighter and a better world. The 
whole of the meetings, although preceded very oflcn by 
deep and united exercise, proved relieving to our minds; 
luid many of them were largely and preciously crowned with 
peace. In the remembrance of the past, earnest is the long- 
ing of my mind, that the day may not be distant when on 
Sweden, as on Norway, may be conferred the blessing rf re- 
ligions liberty ; and I have a trust, that this result will, in 
the course of time, ensue. In passing from Stavongerto 
Bergen, which voyage of more than KW miles, among count- 
less islands, and a rocky shore, was performed tn an open 
boat, we had the satisfaction of having a crew of thoM 
who profess with Friends at Stavanger, two of whom were 
members. Tlieir kindness and consideration for our comfort, 
and their agreeable an<l satisfactory deportment, were very 
acceptable. The meetings which were appointed between 
these two |>laces were chiefly among a simple-hearted people, 
some of whom had conscientiously withdrawn from the pub- 
lic worship; and many, I believe, were thankful for onr 
▼iflit. My beloved companions, E. O. Tregellcs and John 
Budge, were oflen largely and instructively engaged. Tlw 
cordiality evinced at the close of some of these nicetinga, 
was confirming, and tended to raise anew the tribute of 
thanksgiving and of praise to Him, whom we ventured from 
time to time to believe, had both commissioned and qualified 
for his iervioe. 
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" There is evidence in Norway (among aome who horn 
knonn but very little of Friends) of tlie quickening power 
of Divine grace immediately revealed. And it was very 
striking to remark in aome inatances, how strength had 
been granted, from time to time, to tor^ake all for the love 
of Christ, and, in his name, to plead with the people, 

"Helge Erickaen, a young man of Hagane, in Valders, has, 
fcr most of flevon j-ears, travelled under an apprehension of 
teligioua duty, enduring all the fatigue and hardship atten- 
dant on the rigour of the climate, and many changes of 
heat and cold, industriously supporting himself, in the in- 
terim, by making neat watchguards, and chains for hsher- 
men's knives of brass wire, as he journeyed along. He has 
five limes walked from South Ourdal to Gudrang, a distance 
of one hundred and forty miles, to visit those whom he be- 
lieved to be in a seeking and tender state, and to whom his 
mind had been attracted. 

"Berthe Dauielsen also left her husband, family, and 
home, and travelled many miles as a preacher, until appre- 
hended in Sweden, and imprisoned there for eight weeks for 
conscience sake, after having been eiigagetl in travelling 
for twelve months, literally without purse or scrip. 

" Ingebor Jeversdattcr, now about eighteen years of age, 
commenced travelling through Norway at the age of thir- 
teen, and continued, for three years, to preach and exhort 
the people, having no certain dwelling place, but over moun- 
tain and moorland, through summer's heat and wintry snow, 
often thinly and poorly clad, continued her course, and ex- 
perienced, as I think, a remarkable degree of preservation.* 
Bhe is now an attender of Friends' meetings at Stavanger, 

* " Al tbe time H. Ericks^D, B. Daaielsep, and 1. Jevendatter left 
home to travel m aforesaid, they were io do numuer counecled witb 
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and TCas mucli tendered in the sitting ne hod with her. T 
omitted to name that Bcrthe Danielaon aiid her husband, 
although very poor, are eo hospitable, it is said, they would 
share their meal, even to the last, with sul&ring humanity. 

"As a striking instance of faithfulness under aufferingi 
amongst many others, might be mentioned the case of Sons 
Ericksen, of Stagland, who, when he became convinced of 
the principles professeil by Friends, felt he could no longo 
allow his children to be baptized by the priest of the di*- 
trict within the limits of which he resided. This brougfal 
him into much trouble. A demand was made for the bap- 
tismal fee of sixteen schillings, being equal to about eighU 
pence English. In enforcing this demand, which was enor- 
mously swollen by excessive charges of various kinds, the 
whole of his cattle were seized and sold, with the exception 
of a single calf (see page 61); yet his neighbours, who 
have a great regard for him, have hod occasion to rejoice in 
the increase of his Hock. His sheep are now more nume- 
rous than those of any other person in the district. Endn 
Dahl remarks of this family : — ' They have kept faithful to 
their testimony through many diHiculties and trials.' At 
Stavanger also, and at other places, a noble testimony ha* 
been borne to the authority of Christ in the Church, and to 
the spirituality of the Gospel dispensation. The care they 
have ext«nded to the poor within their borders, whtUter 
membert or not, ifneedful and deserving, is also very exem- 
plary and confirming ; and they appear to have endearoaied 
to the utmost to promote the education of the children of 
these. 

" AU, n'ilhout any exception, are fumithed milk the Scri^ 
lure* : and to those attenders who are too poor to purchoM 
for themselves, they are granted on loan. 

"Thekindness with which we were regarded while joum^- 
ing along from day to day, and the uaifoim openiMM ennoid ■ 




to receive our message of love, together with the feeling at- 
tendant on our own minds, have induced tlie settled trost, 
that an open door is left for those measengers who maj yet 
visit any part of this interesting portion of the Lord's vine- 
jard," 

One of the Friends engaged on the foregoing visit, 
remarks ; — 

" As regards the little flock in and around Stavanger ; it 
is a comfort to be able to confirm the view already impressed 
on the minds of those who have heen in frequent corres- 
pondence with them. Solid and orderly in their depurlmeiit, 
and weighty in spirit before the Lord, they appear as the 
' savour of life unto life.' 

"We remark, amongst onrselvcB, that their gravity, and 
faithful mnintainance of the principles and testimonies pro- 
fessed by them, amidst surrounding difficulties ; the tender- 
ness of their spirits, and daily walk, are deeply interesting 
and instructive." 

Id reference to the education of children, lie remarks : — 

"According to the plan established here, a schoolmaster 
is appointed by the clergy to a certain district, within the 
limits of which he is ospected to teach ; and the law provides, 
that the inhabitants should receive him ihto their houses, 
altemiitety, to lodge ; and that a room shall be set apart for 
tuition, to which the children of the neighbourhood are 
required to come. The question lias been raised, ' If the 
Bible is the class book of the school in lieu of the Lutheran 
Catechism, will Friends be satislicd ?' This subject claimed 
■erioua attention in the conference. The tender care mani- 
fested by the Friends of Stavanger, lest by seeking relief 
from the present burdens, they should in any manner become 
involved in {fresh) trials, was striking ; and we endeavoured 
to encourage their honest desire, patiently to suffer, rather 
tlaan take any step not sufficiently iatlsfactory. 
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" It is af^reed, that, in ^ture, an account of sufierings shall 
be prepared and brought np annuallj' to tfae yearly meeting, 
to be held in the sixth month, beginning' the last First day. 

" We have visited the families in this place— both tbote 
of members, and such as are oceustomed to attend our meefr 
inge. The tenderness we have witnessed amonest them, and 
their cordial reception of our visits, in their humble dwdUn^ 
have been much to our comfort ; and, in not a few inataneea, 
have we been ministered unto — though not by word, yet hy 
the salutation of their spirits in love. Prom day to day, 
we feel our responsibility, and the necessity for natchfuliMM, 
amongst this awakened people. 

" Wc were yesterday on on island, half a mile from tUi 
town, called Hundvaag. We had twelve sitting (religtov* 
opportunities), and a meeting in the evening, wheie ahMt 
one hundred were present. 

"A young woman of the island, in her lively seal to 
attend the meeting at Stavanger, has at times walked to tb« 
water's edge, up to her knees in snow, and then rowed her- 
self, in her boat, across. Her family are bright examples- 
Two of her brothers are now convinced." 

In 1846, the meeting for suHerings gnve its sanetion to 
the re-printing in the Danish language of Robert Barclay*! 
Apology; engaging to bear three fourths of the expeiiM. 
An agreement was entered into, with a printer in Stavan^, 
to print one thousand copies. After much deliberation, is 
order to adapt it to the Danish language of the present time, 
it was concluded to have the work revised by a compottnt 
person — great change in the construction of the laDgnag* 
having taken place, since the last edition was printed. 

Friends of Stavanger have also lately printed two Uul* 
tracts, in addition to the short account of George Fox, al- 
ready noticed, viz. : The Guide to true Peace, well known 
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to Frienda in England ; aod Extracts from the Writings of 
William Smith. They were assisted in the expense of the 
l&tter, hy our ftiend, James Midgley, of Eochdale. 

The Friends who lately visited them, were much im- 
piesaed with the necessity of extending to thera some osai st- 
ance with regard to the proper education of the children, 
both of those who are members, and of such as attend their 
wligious meetings, though not members. Elias Tasted has 
hitherto been the principal teacher ; but on account of his 
advancing years and infirm health, and want of proper sup- 
port to the school, it has been given up. The Friends of 
Btavanger proposed that Absjom 0. Kloster, a young man 
in a good degree convinced of our principles, though not a 
member, should come over to England to be instructed in 
Oni language. The meeting for sufferings, on being consulted, 
gave its consent, agreeing to defray the chief part of the 
charge. Accordingly, in the third month of 1847, he came 
over, and was sent to Friends' Agricultural School, at Ayton, 
to be under the tuition of George Dixon. After spending ea 
months in that establishment, he was for a similar period 
with Bobert Doeg, of Harraby Hill, near Carlisle, where he 
has made good progress, and greatly endeared himself to the 
&mi]y, by his sweet innocent deportment, and pious frame of 
mind. He returned home about the close of the fourth 
month, 1848, and has since entered upon his duties as a 
■choolmaster, in a room hired for the purpose, and has bad 
good success. 

It was also the opinion of E. 0. Tregellea and the other 
Friends, that much benefit may be expected to accrue from 
the Friends of Stavanger being assisted in procuring a 
proper and sufficient achool-room ; and the present meeting- 
house has been closely exaniined as to its capabilities of 
affording, without any considerable expense, the necessary 
accommodation. Our dear fciend, E. O. Tregelles, turned 
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his attention closely to the subject, and suggested a plan of 
alteration and enlargement. But this plan haa, in sonw 
respects, been found impracticable, from the want of the 
right to the necessary lights. The Bale of the present meet- 
ing-house has also been in contemplation, provided a proper 
Bite can lie obtained to erect a simple wooden litiilding, for 
meeting-house and school-room, contiguous, in another situ- 
ation, A little money has been contributed by a few Friendi 
in England, and some timber has been purchased by way of 
preparation ; but the whole question remains under consi> 
deration, no plan having yet, as far as wo have heard, been 
positively decided on. 

The government lays great stress on all children receiTing 
proper school instruction ; and as Friends cannot conscieD- 
ti us! y avail themselves of the Lutheran schools, it is, on 
every ground, peculiarly desirable that proper stc|>s should 
be taken to promote and secure this important object. 

By the paper. Appendix C., it will be seen that the num- 
ber over whom Friends may be expected to exercise soma 
care, in these respects, is now very considerable. 

8 mo. 4th, 1846. Elias Tasted, in a letter to a Friend, 
expresses his satisfaction with the visit of the three Friendi. 
" I cnn sny it was a tendering visit to all of us, and to many 
others. TJiey were very much favoured in speaking to ths 
different stales amongst us, and with great lalwur thoy 
visited the families of Friends, as well as single persons, in 
their own houses. They have had many meetings amongst 
us, and one for the town's people, in which they delivered 
several good testimonies, which were well rcfeived. They 
have also had a public meeting at Bcr^cn, and have tr»- 
vellcd to Christiania. Endre Duhl has been thoir intM^ 
preter the whole time." 

Another Friend writes, " The true brotherly love is d« 
i«speof«r of persons. This we paroaived in a high < 
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when the Friends were visiting us. May we, then, all be 
preserved in true Jove to God, praying for the Spirit of 
Christ, by which only cun we make intercession one for 
another. May everj- one tliat the Lord has laid his work 
npon, tnke hetd to his bigh and lioly calling; depending 
only on that living fountain from which alone the thirsty 
soul can he refreshed. I desire that I may so walk before 
the Lord, as that I could, in truth as well as in words, call 
myself thy friend and brother in Christ." 

10 nio. 2nd. Yesterday, we held our two months' meet- 
ing : one was admitted into membership. We have esta- 
blished a tract society amongst Friends, to which every one 
should give a little money, according to his ability. A 
committee is chosen to determine what particular tracts are 
likely to be the most useful. 

Friends generally are in good health, except a female 
Elen Melthvet, who is very poorly, and we think will soon 
depart this life. She is in a sweet state of mind. E. D." 

In B. letter from Elias Tasted, of this year, he remarks to 
the following import : " In a sense of the Lord's mercy and 
goodness, I have you still in remembrance, by niglit as well 
as by day; my love is not diminished, neither to the Lord 
nor to his people; although my poverty of spirit is great, 
and my eKercises many. This is very necessary to bring me 
down into the low dale ; it is here I best know my imper- 
fections. He is happy which can go through this valley 
and hold out. By this, we learn to bear with our brother 
or sister's weakness, without looking sour upon them, or 
upon any of the Lord's creatures. My desire is, that the 
Lord may preserve my mind in this state to the end. May 
we keep in daily remembrance, that the time of our de- 
parture is drawing near; then will that Scripture ho fultijled : 
' At all times, remember the latter end — then shall we nut 





In a letter to a Friend of London, dated Stli mo. 2Vh, 
1847, after deacribing their care in answering the qusnti, 
the writer adds : " Aa to any other particulars of our religioiu 
society, it is about the same as when the three Friemls (todi 
England visited us. One individual has been received into 
membership. We have also received letters from the few 
Friends at Bergen, wherein they mention, that they keep np 
a meeting for worship on the First day of the week, but onl» 
few attend at present. Others love Friends' principles, being 
well satialied by the meetings held there by the three 
Friends ; but they are not going to the little meeting ye». 
This awakening appears the &uit of the Gospel laboor at 
these Friends. 

" A meeting for worship is lately set np at Buken, about 18 
English miloa from Stavanger by aea. One only is a mem- 
ber, and others who attend have been lately convinced- 

" We have also received letters from Walders, about 300 
miles from Stavanger, and 100 from Christiania, from k 
young mail, Ilelge Eriuksen, who visited Stavanger hul 
summer, by which we perceive that lie loves Friends' prind- 
plea, and is use<l to meet his brethren in silent worship, after 
the manner of Friends. Some other individuals from savenl 
places have also visited us, in order to enquire after truth ; 
some of whom have travelled about 200 English miles, which 
shows that a seed is spread in our country, 

" We have seen, in the newsjiaper, timt our Iwloved Friond, 
Hans Erirksen, of Christiania, is deceased. He was the 
only Friend in that city, except his daughter." 

3rd mo. 10th, 1847. From Endre Dahl. In reference to 
the new edition of Barclay's Apology, he remarks : — 

''I would, some time ago, have raised a subscription towardf 
the expense, but the winter has been a hard one. Coni And 
potatoes are at a very high price, and many of the poor want 
food, nud we have enough to do in l&kia|; the nccesMrja 
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of them. We have appointed a meeting to be held every 
month, for the relief of the poor. 

" I have translated ' An exhortation to auch aa are newly 
convinced of the truth, and turned from darkneas to light,' 
by William Shewin, which I think very good, and well 
suited to the situation of many amongst us. We a^e 
much obliged to Jamca Midgley, for his kindness in assisting 
qa in printing. We desire our grateful acknowledgments lo 
kim, though unknown to ua personally. His reward for his 
kindness will be that which 1 believe he desires— the spread- 
ing of the truth, and promotion of the blessed Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" We have lately bad an epistle from our beloved friend, 
John Budge. It was a comfort to Friends when I read it 
in the meeting ; and I think I have read it twenty times 
since to individuals who were not then at the meeting. I 
mm about to translate it, to send to Bergen, and to Friends 
in the country. 

" When I think of those who visited us in Gospel love, 
my heart is affected ; and sometimes I feel as if you were 
amongst us, which I believe you are, at many times, in the 
spirit. It has been a comfort to us to remember and con- 
Terse about the visit of the three Friends, and their lovdy 
oonversation, which has caused tears to flow. The Lord God 
alone be glorified for all his mercies toward us. 

" Farewell, my Friend, in the love of the Gospel. I feel 
thee near my heart, and greatly desire that thou mayest re- 
member me in thy prayers. E. Dabl." 

" Please send me six English Testaments, rather large, 
and six of the smaller size. Some Friends want English 
Testaments, which are useful in learning the language. If 
yoa have some tracts of Thomas Chalkley'a writing, we 
should be glad to have some in the Danish language." 

3rd mo. I7th, 18i7. From Eliaa Tasted. The bearer of 
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tbis letter, ia Asbjom 0. Kloater, who, we believe, yoo will 
e as a young Friend that we have good hopps of. 1 
well nndcratand thy tender concern of love for tbe poor 
Friends in Norway, which has been evinced for many yeora, 
Iwth by thee und many other dear Friends iti Englaitd. 
You have as yet seen very little fruit ; bnt I hope your k- 
■ward will be from God, who rewardelh every man according 
to his duiags. Hia meTcy is over all hia works ; without it, 
no man can he saved. Even as the earth in the beginning 
was empty and desolate, so must it be in our experience, 
before we can know that new heaven and new earth wberun 
dwelleth righteousness (justice). Happy are tbey which 
hold out, enduring all the different changes which our 
earthly raiods must undergo. O ! ray dear and beloved 
Friends, I feci more about these things than I can expnM. 
"E. Tasted." 

7th mo. 20th, 1847- Endre Dahl, after a few remarka re- 
■pecting the printing of Barclay's Apology, now in progres*, 
adds: — 

" I hope thou wilt not forget to send us a copy of Ihs 
Yearly Hectincs' Epistle. Friends enquire much after let- 
ters from England. I have l)een too slow in wnting ; but 
children want more from their parents than they can give; 
indeed, we are yet as habes, who stand in need of combrt 
and encouragement. But, I do hope, we do not look for il 
from men ; we know where true comfort ia to he found ; bnt 
we count it a blessing from the Lord, when it pleases Him, 
the great Head of the churcli, in this Gospel day, that some 
of His children should more abundantly participate of Hi« 
grace, in order that we may receive a word of encourage- 
ment from such a gifted brother or sistw. This we do receiv« 
as a blessing from the LopI, who remembers His ] 
children wheresoever they may he dwelling. 




113 

" As to our present situtttion, it is aa usual. Our mnch- 
beloved Friend, Torters Torsen Hiisebo, died some days ago. 
He made a sweet end. A large nnmljer of people attended 
hia burial. He was much beloved of his neighbours. He 
was married at our meeting, sixteen montiis ago. 

" Some young persons, wlio, for a time, came to our mecib~ 
ing, have withdrawn themselves in the time of temptation : 
bat others have taken their places. We can do very little 
fi)r them : we cannot preserve them : we can only recommend 
them to our graeious Redeemer's preserving and protectiBg 
eaxB : and then it is oar duty to unit«, in deep humility, in 
lupplicating that He may be their Shepherd, and preserve 
&em ; and that He will gather into the fold of rest and 
peace, those who may be as lost sheep, wheresoever they 
tnay be scattered. 

" Tliy friend and brother in the truth, 

" Enurb Dahl," 

It is truly cheering to observe how fully is verified, to this 
day, that which was spoken by the Lord through His pro- 
phet, to His people formerly ; " Thus saith the Lord, thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel : I am the Lord thy God 
who teacbeth thee to profit ; which leadeth thee by the way, 
that thou shouldst go," We have seen how abundantly 
■ufficient this teaching has been amongst this simple, honest- 
hearted people. They have sought the Lord diligently, 
■waiting upon Him in their solemn little meetings, in reve- 
rential silence ; and He has, from time to time, comforted and 
nourished them by His living presence and power, and in- 
structed them in the mysteries of His kingdom ; and they 
have grown as living fruit beanng branches in Christ, the 
true Vine, with comparatively little instrumental help. 
Hay they be preserved humble and watchful, with their eye 
single to Hia honour and glory. And may He be ^raciouabj 
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pleased, in all the trials and temptations whicli may yet ba 
permitted to await them, to stand by and strengthen them : 
enabling them faithfully to confess Christ before men, both 
in His offices, and in all His holy requirings ; and to be 
willing to suSer in His holy cause, with meekness an^ 
patience. 

1818. In a letter from Endre Dahl to Aabjom Kloala. 
written about tbe third mo., he mentions that tbcy contimw 
subject to persecution on various accounts. The ma^strate* 
appear to be friendly toward them ; yet there are individual! 
rising up from time to time, who put them to trouble; 
He says, " I incline again to give thee some information of 
our little Society. Friends are steady in attending meetings, 
but are apparently subject to increasing sufferings, especiaUj 
by the infliction of the- school-tas. In the last year, I wsi 
requested to pay two ap. daler ; and not being able conaci- 
entiously to pay it, I was deStrained on for ten ap. dalen. 
fiat the expenses being now four sp. ilaters more, another 
seizure has taken place, in Duscviig (his farm),of a cow valued 
fii^en sp. dalers. I was not present when ibey made the 
seizure ; but they said they bod taken a cow. A long time 
elapsed, and nobody came to take this cow away ; and iheta 
being six cows in the stable, and I not being able to feed 
them all, for want of hay, I sold some of them. Some tiiM 
after this, they appointed an auction for selling the cow 
which tbey had arrested. It happened that this cow was 
one of those wliich I had sold ; and although there were three 
remaining in the cow-house, they would not sell any of them, 
but summoned mo to appear before the justice, where I w«» 
adjudged to be accountable for the sold cow. The espenaes 
have increased, with the oHg^lnal demand, to tnenty-f 
dalera j and it may be doubled before it get settled.* 



* Tbe; nliioiBlvljr wiud » qaaotil? oT hii bauirhold forntli 
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" Halver Harresfad, who lives four miles from Stavanger, 
ItBs several times been sentenced to pay a fine, because he 
did not allow hia cliildrea to be baptized: the proceedings 
liave lasted three years ; and we fear they are going to seiza 
all the household fumitare he possesses. 

" PedcrMathiaaen,from Buken, is sentenced to pay a great 
fine, because he could not take an oath. He is daily expect- 
ing the sentence of the highest judge. 

• " Andreas Bryne has several times been distrained on for 
Tefnsing to bear arms. He appeared before the justice, a few 
days ago, where he was treated by the courtier very severely, 
and assailed with many scornful expressions. Thus, although 
tite magistrates are favourably inclined toward us, there are 
individuals, who have great pleasure in stripping us, and in 
^ercisiog the law." Query. Are not some of these cases 
flontrary to the new law ? — Editor. 

5th rao. 10th, 1848. From the same. After noticing the 
return home of Asbjom Kloster, he adds, " He appears to 
have gained much in. virtue and knowledge. I hope he will 
ie a good example to those around him, and be useful in our 
■octety : so will the care that you have had for him, be 
rightly acknowledged, by his bringing forth fruit to the 
glory of the Lord God." 

In reference to his sufferings for non-payment of the school- 
tar, he observes, "I intend to write my grounds of objection 
with regard to it. Tivo years ago, when I was ordered to 
appear before the court, I wrote a large account of our prin- 
ciples, showing how contrai-y their school system is to our 
conscientious persuasion, and to true religious liberty. 

" Accompanied by my dear friend, A. Kloster, I have 
been on a visit to some Friends at Buken, about twenty-ona 
miles from Stavanger, by sea. It was pleasant to me to see 
that little company meeting together for silent worship. 
Commonly seven persons meet, and obI-^ o^iftu^ 'iiwa.Sa, ■». 



member. We also Tished toatt other Fnaiii by tfae ws*. 
who noe ray glad to cee ns. 

" WehttTecvndnded toatdeftTOnr to proenre gioiuid,aBA 
leil tks preaent laeeQng booae. I hare bon^ht some mat*- 
HbIs, in order to have ihem drying Shonld we not sncceol 
in obtaining grourtd, we mav then attempt to cnlaigo on tfct 
pin <tf E. O. Tregellea. 

" I desire I may be pKaetved in an hnmbte state of niod, 
!\nd be willing to do what little service tbe Lord will Ian 
ine to do." 

6tb mo. 14, 1&48. He menticHis a piece of groiutd about 
to be offered for sale by auction, which Friends appear to be 
desirODB of parchastng, to build a new meeting home and 
■chool-Tooin on ; and also notices the eaee of a jontig Friend 
who refused to be engagad in the war, bnt who wa* talun 
on board bj the officers, by forcible means. He also adds : 

" I am just coming home from a little juumev, in which 
I have visited several Friends, acvompaniod by oar dear 
Asbjom KJostcr, and a young Friend, Andreas Bryne. W« 
travelled many miles, by sea and land. We were at Stag- 
land, visiting Soren Ericksen and family; also at Nantmid 
and Tysversi^n. We met with very heavy rain and wind, 
so that we were much spent ; but it was truly corafortiag to 
our minds ; and we felt our visit mutually editying. 

" Gm)RB Daul." 

The nert ducumeiit that we have to notice, is tfae follow^ 
ing communication from the Stavanger two-mouths' meet 
ing to the meeting for sufferings in London : — 

6th mo. 1st, 1848. 

" To the Meeting for Sullerings b London. 

" Dear Friends, ^Your very kind communication, dated 
the 27th of 3rd month, waa duly received ; and we fe«l it 
our Ohritition duty and pleasure to reply to it by these few 
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lines. Witli feelings of gratitude, we acknowledge the great 
love and solicitude nhicti you liave, in many reapects, shown 
to this little flock, thnt ia poor and weak in the outward ap- 
pearance ; yet, aa fellow believers, and being joined together 
spiritually in the flame principles, we venture to name our- 
■elves your friends, brethren, and aistera ; of this (union) wo 
have manifest proof, from your very encouraging and edify- 
ing epistles, as well as in the share you have taken in the 
outward circumstances of the society,* through a course of 
years. We, therefore, sincerely desire that, being partakers 
of your benefits, we also may render thanks and glory unto 
the Lord alone, for all ; and more and more learn to know 
that it is from Him, our heavenly Father, who beat knowi 
cnir afflictions, whether they be outward or inward, that all 
good things come. Yea, we do earnestly desire that we may 
rightly learn to put our whole trust in Him ; and thus, not 
uking or expecting more of men than it may please Him, 
vho knows all our hearts, to dispense. 

" Yea, may you also, whom the Lord haa been pleased to 
bless so abundantly, b<>tb with temporal and spiritual gifts, 
do all as for the Lord. Then will the glorious language bo 
your reward, in the last day, when he may say, ' I was an 
liungered, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gava 
nie drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me in,' &c. 

" Friends, we have seen and felt a blessing from the cor- 
respondence wo have kept with you heretofore; and, al- 
though we may reasonably say wo feel ourselves unworthy 
of all these great mercies of the Lord to us, yet we venture 
to ask of you, that, in your prayers, you will remember the 

• This Bppenri ta rplala chiefly lo (he jiid nfforcled by Ihe meeting 

for inffi-rings, in priming, for I'leir ii^p, Barclty'i Apolngy, and other 

Dli, and iu educating a joung Friend ai a, ichool-mnaler for their 
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little seed or plaot io oui land ; which, at timea, appean, it 
uur viey, as if it was ready to perish. 

" But how marvellously has the Lord, as it were, ' raiwl 
up children unto Abraham of these stones 1' For although, 
in his nisdom, he has seen meet to keep us much depdnd 
of the comfort of vocal instruments, yet has he, irom time 
to time, added to the number of the church, so that we kan 
reason to praise Him that their faith is not founded on hu- 
man representations, but on the immediate manifestatioD of 
the truth by the Spirit of the Lord only. Therefore, we 
also hope that He, in mercy, will continue to preserve 
tt> in true union and love, one toward another, and give ni 
that food which he sees moat suitable to the nourishment of 
our souls ; so that, at seasons, we may be enabled, by his 
grace, to praise and exalt the wonderful name of the Lord 
OUT God and Saviour, for all his mercies toward us. 

" We have several times had correspondence with out 
Friends in Bergen, by which we learn that they continue la 
keep up their meetings for worship regularly ; bat we do 
nut perceive that there is auy particular increase of the nnm- 
her of their little community. 

" With Walders we have had personal intercoune thia 
year, yet without perceiving a growth in the truth. 

" In the winter, we were visited by two persons trom 
(iuiudesdalm, ueor FlekkeSord, from whom we discovered 
that there is there some convinccment of the truth. Ws 
have since hod a letter from them. 

" From our other Friends in Buken, Stagland, and Stnuid- 
vogn, we have often hod visits and letters ; and we rejiuoa 
to be able to say that we have discovered that there is some 
couvincemcnt of the truth amongst some in these parta. 

" Several Friends are lately subjected to distraints, of no 
small amounts, in proportion to their poor circumsbuiccs : 
and it appears as if the magistrates grow more severe than 
/omivrly. 



" We also feel ourselves engaged sincerelj to acknowledge 
jour kindness in tbe share you have taken in the printing 
of Bobert Barclay's Apology (which is now nearly finished), 
aa also your goodneaa on behalf of our friend, Asbjom O. 
Kloster. 

" We desire that these your efforts may tend to the ad- 
vancement of the truth, and to the honour of our Saviour'i 
name on the earth. 
I " In the feeling of much love, we salute you, desiring to 
' be your united and faithful friends. 

" Signed in and on behalf of the Two-months Meeting, 
held at Stavanger, on the 1st of the 6th mo., 1848, 
" Endkb Dahl." 

In a letter from Eudre Dahl, dated 6th mo. 28th, 1848, i.e 
mentions that their yearly meeting, held on the 24th, wns 
well attended by country Friends, and was a season of 
■olemntty, and adds, " We are glad to perceive some increase, 
especially in the case of two young men, who have refused 
to go on boanl ships of war, or use arms : one of them is in 
prison, at Fredericksvem : we are not yet informed wJiere the 
other is. They were not much acquainted with Friends be- 
fore ; but when the trial came upon them, they professed 
Friends' principles, and were made willing to take up the 
cross. It appears that a spirit of enquiry after true religion 
ie prevailing around us. A few days ago, I spoke with a 
woman who has been separated from all public worship for 
some years. Her mind is much enlightened, and her views 
are in accordance with the principles of Friends, though more 
by inward conviction than from outward knowledge. I 
hope she will prove as a shining light in the island where 
, the resides. It appears to be a good time for the distribu- 
tion of Barclay's Apology. 
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7th mo. 14th. One of the Friends triitea, in ulli 

Soren Olsen, one of the young men who refused 
war, " There is reason to believe that the Lord is 
possession of ]iis heart, and constraining him to confess Chriri 
before men. He was brouglit on ship-board at Stavango; 
and after severe treatment, was taken away on the 10th rf 
last month. Friends here hada parting interview with bin, 
which was a sorrowful time. He is about 22 vcars of age; 
and has had scarcely any school learning" — (but what h» 
has acquired since he grew up). The following extract of ■ 
letter-from him, to one of the Friends of Stavanger, will b* 
read with interest : — 

" Fredericksvem, 6th mo. 29tli, 1848. 
"In a tender and living love, I think of you, Friends, and 
always remember you. We arrived at Korten on the 14th 
inst. ; and when I, for conscience sake, refused to work tn out 
thing appertaining to war, I was put in prison after being 
lubjected to many examinations, and expected to have been 
beaten. On the 18th, I was remuved to this place, and haTs 
been again examined, and am ex|K;cticg some further pu- 
nishment. I will therefore be patient, though I often ffic! 
(omething that is evil jMissing in my mind, and am scarcely 
able to be as watchful as I ought. I have nothing to glory 
in but weakness and infirmities : the Lord is my confidonc* 
and my comfort in tribulation." 

7th mo. 2nd. He writes that he is still conlined in tbeunw 
prison, and has been sentenced to be whipped three dan, 
which is considered capital punishment ; but that the can 
was about to be laid before Oscar, the king, in the hope that 
it will be mitigated. " I often feel that imjiatience is ready 
to break in upon me ; but the Lord be praised, who, up (o 
thti time, has preserved me, and I do teel it on excellsat 
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Ijiing, when the diatress of my heart is raade to burat fortli 
^fore the Lord.* 

" 1 salute you all, dear Friends, in love, &c., 

" SoREN Olsbn." 



The other case of suffering was that of Torbjom Thoraen 
Eaggem, who haa not long professed with Friends. He ia 
about twenty-two yeora of age. He was released after a 
short i in prison ment. 

The same letter containing the ahore particulars, mentions 
that Elias Tasted and Endre Dahl had lately received a let- 
ter from Boisiland, a considerable distance from StavaDger, 
on behalf of a little company who are beginning to break 
forth, as it were, out of the bondage of darkness into the 
excellent liberty of the glorious Gospel of Christ. In the 
letter alluded to, they say, "We received your dear com- 
munication on the 22nd of the Gth month ; and we rejoiced 
at your kind salutation, and could thereby understand that 
you remember us with your aftbctionate admonitions. We 
pray the Lord that He will accomplish that work which 
Himself has begun in us. And though we are young and 
weak, and are many times assaulted hj enemies, both from 
without and from within, yet we have experienced the Lord's 
saving hand to be stretched out for our help, when we 
thought all was going to be mined; but we have learned 
that there can be no counsel given, t-jlter than to wait 
patiently for the Lord's helping hour. It ia our desire to 
submit to Him in all things, as well in the dark as in the 
bright hours, for we have, to our own admiration, experienced 
that by those means, we become more purified." 

• Soren OlsBQ WM permilled tn retnrn home no the I3th of 11th 
month, arier IwBnt.j weeka' impri-miment ; (he Is-t lea dajs on water 
and brexd. He looked happy and heallhy, thungh hit prison was a 
Tei; uncomrortable room, and the diet scarcely enough ! 



They mention that they are preparing, and are ahc 
open a room for Divine worship ; and expre§3 their i 
that it may be to the honour of God, and to their " 

advancement. Their number is increasing. The letter ikM | 
concludes : — 

" This time we can say no more, bnt rather wish to o 
and apeak to you orally, and to get some of those boda 
(Barclay's Apology) that were printing when 
you. And finally be now affectionately saluted from 
" Your Friends, Tollaq Torokiersen, 

" Chakles Aniiheas Johnssw," 




In the 7th mo., 1848, Endre Dahl paid a visit to KewcaMb. 
He was accompanied by hia wife, Maria Dahl, and Andnw 
Bryne, who appears to be closely attached to the Society, 
though not yet a member. He can speak but little Engltali. 
This viait was very acceptable to those Friends who I 
long been deeply interested for the growth and i 
the little Society in Norway. 




CONCLUSION. 

In drawing theae pages to a close, it may b 
that whilst there is abundant cause to rejoi 
exclaim, " Wlmt hath God wrought !" yet it may well be 
with trembling, when we call to mind the many fluctu- 
ations which have marked the progress of this work in 
Norway. 

Commenced amongst a few prisoners of war, confined in 
prison ships, where they were enduring a long captivity ob 
a Foreign shore, who being led by their afflictions to cIom 
searching of heart, to repent of the sins of theil jmUhf 
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and to aeek pardon and reconciliation with God, wliilat some 
t>f them were very imperfectly acquainted with the Scriptures 
of truth, owing to the scarcity of the inspired volume in 
their native land ; yet abiding with the convicting and 
heart-tendering visitations of Divine love, and under the 
mental travail for their soul's redemption, from the power 
and dominion, as well as from the guilt of sin, which was 
raised in their hearts by the immediate operation of the 
Lord's Holy Spirit, they were led to believe in the efficacy 
of that salvation which is freely offered to the children of 
men, by and through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

At this juncture, when the minds of several of them were 
thus exercised, they were, in the inscrutible Providence of 
God, brought to an acquaintance with some of those views 
of the manifestation of the Lord's Spirit in man ; and of the 
■implicity and spirituality of the Gospel dispensation, which 
have ever been professed and promulgated by the KeligiouB 
Society of Friends ; and of the unavailing nature of the 
rites and ceremonies which are unduly relied on by many of 
the professors of the Christian name, in their native land, as 
well as in other countries. 

These views, according in a considerable degree with their 
own eiperience in the work of religion, they were prepared 
to embrace ; and they occasionally were visited by aome of 
the miniatera and other members of the Society, which tended 
to their ediiication and instruction ; and they found the sim- 
ple practice of waiting upon God in reverential aileuce, for 
the instruction and influence of His own Koly Spirit, and the 
renewal of their spiritual strength, was peculiarly favourable 
to the promotion of their growth in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of the true way of salvation. Thus were they led to 
believe in and wait for the inward motion of that word which 
is quick and powerful — sharp as a two-edged sword, in 
convicting for sin ; and is a discerner of the vec^ tb.Qu.^<« 
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and intents of the heart. Thus were thev led to Oirist, wha 
wounded and heavy laden, and to believe that he died npoa 
the cross, even for their sakes ; that he arose ^m the dead, 
leading captivity captive, ascending up on high, aad receiviDf 
giAs for men, that the Lord God might dwell amongst them." 

The seed sown hy the living word in their hearts, boBg 
received and cherished, continued to grow and spraad ^ihm 
they were permitted to return to their respective homes ; nd 
though, on that occasion, those who had been united togeAv 
in Gospel fellowship, whilst detained as prisoners, mn 
separated and scattered about in several small compaiiMi; 
yet continuing to cherish the heavenly visitation with wliid 
they had been favoured, several of them were stmigthoMd 
to witness a good confession before those amongst whom that 
tot was cast ; which tended to the difiiision of those prinei|iill 
which they had been led to embrace. 

And though, from one time to another, their ranks wa» 
thinned, by some of those who had been led to unite with 
them bcmg induced to emigrate to America, partly, at least, 
in order to escape from those trials and persecntions to which 
they were subject in their native land ; yet a few were pre- 
served united together in brotherly fellowship, to whom otben 
have frum time to time been added, especially within about 
thirty miles of Stavanger. 

Of late years, much enquiry respecting the principles they 
profess, has been evinced ; and at Bergen, and at three or 
four other places, little meetings are kept up for Divine 
worship. They have been three times visited by ministen 
of the Society of Friends from England, which has tended, 
not only to their own encouragement and strength, but also 
has afforded opportunities of making the views and principles 
of the Society better known and understood, both by many 
of their neighbours, and by their rulers ; and has ultimatel* 
led to a considerable and important amelioration of the I^^h 
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in favour oFgucb aa conscientiously dissent from the National 
or Lutheran Church. 

The humility and self-denial^the constancy and faithful- 
to what they helieve the Lord requires of them, hai 
liecQ instructive to notice. Their patience under suffering, 
on account of their testimony against ecclesiastical imposi- 
tions, against oaths, war, and in relation to outward rites and 
ceremonies, has been exemplary ; though some of them at 
times have heen exposed to very heavy distraints, anil, in 
flome cases, to imprisonment ; but there is reason to hope that 
their trials from these causes will be diminished. Their 
circumspect deportment amongst their neighbours, has gained 
for them the respect and good will of many of those in power, 

The fervent desire and prayer arises that they may bt 
enabled to adorn the doctrine of God, oui Saviour, by daily 
walking in His holy fear, so as to show forth, out of a good 
eonversation, their works with meekness and wisdom ; so 
T»ill the Great Preserver of men continue to watch over and 
to bless them — both in their goings forth, and in their tents ; 
ftnd should he he graciously pleased to lengthen their cordf 
and strengthen their stakes, enlarging the bounds of their 
habitation, we trust it will tend to the exaltation of Hi* 
own glorious name, the extension of the Redeemer's Kingdom 
in tlic hearts of men, and to the promotion of the salvation 
«f many souls. Amen. 
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APPENDIX A. 

A Copy of the Addrets of the Meeting for Sufferings to the 
King of Sweden and Norway, ]818. 

"To THE KlHQ OF SWEDEN «NP NoHWAT. 

" May it please the king, 

*' SeHing Ihal: a few lerioua peniDTia, wbo are anbjecU of thj kingdoni, 
have made prottasion of onr religiaag principles, and that in consequence 
thereof, it has boen proposed to enact lawn to present anch prineipleB 
being tolerated in Iny dominiona; we desire reapeetfnlly to approach 
thee, and to request thj kind attenlion to the following brief BlateniBnC. 

•' The Society which we represenl, has existed as a religiooB body in 
Ihia conntrr. and in the United Stales of America, for opwards of one 
bnndred and fifty years. 

"Thit Society unites with other profesBors of the Christian name, 
in a full acknowledgment of Chat Redmupdon wbich comes through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, end of the Divine anthority of the Holy Scriptures. 
Ithaj uniformly believed, and profeaaedto the world, that the mininteri 
of Christ ahonld, in Iheir sacred DfKce, act nnder the influence of His 
Spirit, and receive nnther pay nor reward for preaching. From iCa 
news of the religion of Christ, it conceives that all wars and fightings 
■re ineonaistent with Hia precepts ; and that ill swearing waa forbidden 
by Him, and thai His followers are restrained from the use of flattering 
titles and langaage. 

"It has ever been considered hy thie Society as a duty, to live in 
inbmisfionto the government, and patiently to endure peraecntioQ when 
brought on it by a conscientirros refosai to comply with the laws. Ita 
loyalty and peaceable demeanonr, have procured it great religions 
liberty, which it has never abased, and for which its memberc have felt 
grateful lo Iheir mlers, and in an especial manner to that Graciona 
Being, who has infloenced their hearts thereto. 

" In a memorial tranamitted to (he commisrion appointed to ait at 
Christiania, last sommer, the natore of our religions principles is stated 
More at large ; and we take the liberty herewith to present B copy of 
the same. 

"Ai religion is a concern between every in dividnal and his Great 
Creator, and as no man can answer for his brother before the Throne 
of God. be pleased to allow us to propose fur thy consideration, whether 
the beat wel&reofa conntry, and the true happiness of its inhabitanta, 
may not be roost Hfi'eetnally promoted by the granting of entire religioui 
liberty. This, we are firmly persuaded, tends to promote the peace and 

fijod order of government ; and we conceive it to be a blessing designed 
y lur Almighty Parent, for all Hie children to partake of. And may 
WB Dot appeal to the page of hiator; for (toqI <A. t.<m ^«a.\wi:., 'C«& 
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eo^reioii b; tde Giril powrr, ia mittert parelj religioDS, so T»t tmm etn- 
tribntiiig to tbe sdnineeiDeDl of Ibe JDlereit* of Ibe Suce, hai prodonJ 
the moel direfal conseqneoeet ; vbile oa tbe contrary, in those coiuitriB 
■here the Fewest reslrainl^ upon coateieDCu ia mailers of religion but 
beea imposed, the effect has oDilbrmlybeen to onile the people in wb^ 



It d^ee, pronotin tf 



pott of the goTeromen 
talent ind indnelrj ; 
Ditioiia] praapeiitj. 

~ Permit nt. O king, to entreat Ihee ao to emploj thj kindnen asj 
beneToleoce, that no Inwa maj be made nnder th; goiemment, Mk 
cnlaled to inflict pnLishment or las4 oF pricil^e on Ihy own ■abjwtt 
for Ibeir reli^oas belief, or on those from other coaDtrieb who in pni* 
Goipel loie, and in obedience to the apprehended «ill of their Crektor, 
may hereafter tliit thy domiaioDt. Maj thj> rejgn be thus marked b; 
jnadce and mercj ; nod maj th; latter eod be crowned with peace and 
acceptance with God. 

"Signed in and on behalf of a meetioK held monlhlj in I^ndm, 
representing the Societj of Friend?, commnnlir catted Qcakers, in Gnat 
BriUin, this llth daj of the 3rd month, 1818. 

■' B7 Joan Elliott, clerk to the m0etin>." 



APPENDIX B. 

J Copy of the Addrest of the Socielt/ of Friends in England, 
to the Representatives of Ike Norwegian Kiagdom in 
Storthing assembled, 1845. 
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" H'e, the Dodersigned, members of B meeting representing tht 
Christian Society of Friends, commonly called yo»ker8,in Urea! Brilaia. 
think it right respectfully lo offer the rollowing atatPmenl »nd appeal on 
l>eha1f uf onr brethren in religions profession, within tbe kindgmn of 
Norway, who are subject 10 perieCDtion on account o( their roliginoa 
principleii, and lo plead with the goiemment and legitUtnrr of thai 
cuDDlry, thai they will be pleased to grant (0 then innocenl and 
oppreiEed people, the free exercise of the dutie* of their religion, ant 
the BudittDrbed enjoyment of the inalienable rights of contdcaee. 

■' Tbe Society of Friends, is is generally known to those who an 
acquainted with the Iteligions History of Great Britain, arose \m 
England about the middle ot tbe seventeenib centory ; and whilst llwy 
majnlnined, in their primitive parity, the great fnodamenlal doctriaaa 
of the Gospel of oar Lord and Saiiour Jesns Christ, they beUerad it to 
ha their duly to uphold a Christian testimony against many ot Um 
practical errors which crept into Ibe cbDrches of professing CbrittiMw 
dnriiig the long aposlacy; anrb as oaths, tithes, and war, and (ariaa* 
■upersli lions ntes and oeranonisi in rsligioD. 
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" Thpy beliEved also, that thej were required to maintain the great 
doctrine of IhegnidaDce of the Holj Spirit in a fuller and more explicil 
manner lliaa it hna generall; been rfceived by most Christian prof^ssora, 
Aod iheir dependence on tbia guidance, and their nneqaiiocal recogni- 
tioD of the great Irnth that our Lord and Savionr Jeans Chriiit is the 
onij Higb Prieac of the New CoTenant, led them to mfike a firmer stand 
than the generality evpn of their Protealant brethren, aAsin^t the 
hierarchical lyutem of Rome, which they believed had left hut too 
obriona traces of its powerfnl infiaence upon the religious eBtahlisbmentu 
of moat of the RefonDed Churches. 

'• Doctrines like these, and the praoticea which grew out of them. 
Bipoaed onr forefathers to greyioos peraecntion at the first riae of the 
Society, when the jirinciples of religions liberty were little understood. 

'^ Notwitbstaniimg this persecntioD, which they were enabled to bear 
with remarkable constancy and meekness, their number increased in 
this country, and in Ireland and America, li soon began to be ob- 
served, even by their peraecntors. that their Chrialian principles broDght 
forth the fmita of a holy life; (bat they were men of upright and peace- 
able conduct, fearing God and honouring the king ; loving their neigh- 
bours, nud obedient to the lawa, where their sense of religioua duty 
was not violated thereby. And as more euligbtened views of govern- 
ment prevuiled, the eiecaliie and legislative anlhorilies of tbis and 
other coDutries within which tliey were luuud, relaxed, and eventually 
abolished all, or nearly all the laws by which they were oppressed ; and 
the Briiiah parliament has now not only admitted them, together with 
other Dissenters from the Established church, to all the rights and 
privilegea of the eoustitntion. but has in varioos ways, by special pro- 
TisiODs in their favour, afforded them relief in canea in which their 
religions scruples prevented them from actively eoinpiying with the 
Teqoirementa of the general law of the land. 

"By the accompanying acts of parliameiit, *c., it will be seen that, 
amongst others, the following rights and immnnitiea are fully secnred 
to Friends in Great Britain, by laws either specially enacted for their 
relief, or passed for the general welfare of the oommnnity at large. 

" lat. The nndistnrbed exercise of public worship according to 
their conscience. 

"Sod. The full validity of marriages solemnized accnrding to the 
mlea of their own religious Society. 

" 3rd. A civil registry of the births of iheir children, withoot the 
necessity of complying with any religious rite. 

" 4th. The full admission of Iheir solemn aHinnalion as a snbslitule 
for an oath in all cases, whether of evidence or of office. 

" 5th. The levying of ecclesiastical demands, by a short and cnm- 
^ratively inexpensive process on the goods of the party, with an absolute 
■nd entire freedom from all liability, in any case, to imprisonment for 

" To which it may be added, that in some of the minor regulations 
oonuected with military affairs, provisions have been introduced into 
acta of parliament, with a view to their practical relief, in respect of 
their Christian testimony againat war. 

respects this world's goods. . They are principally resident in and about 
Stavaiiger. They have bfen risited by ministers of onr Religious 
Society from England ; and have been, from time to time, in correspond - 
e with their English brelhreD ; and some of their number have 



occarionaJly come over to thie couotr^. Tbe interconrae wUcb bl I 
tbas Ukeo place bRtween them and Frienda in Englnnd, haa fiiiiiiihl I 
na with aatinfactorj evidence, and conlinned us in tbe uudoabled f*- I 
iDajiiou. that thej are a i]aiet orderly people, conacieotioiiBlj gdi ' 

to live nprigbtl; among men. and to obey tbe lawa of ths gore 
under which they reaide. where Ihoee Uwa do not interfere witb Ihm I 
dnty to Gad, I 

" From the correspondence which has paaaed between ua witluD fti I 
lastfHw jeara, it appears that several of their amall number have bMi I 
■abjected to griecous peraecatioD, in conaeqaence of Ibeir faithfblaai I 
"■ ■ bn principles, 









?, a respectable coople were aen 
ing been married according lo the rales and uaagei of our religiuB I 

Society, wMcb have been in nse with ns foi near!- '- ' 

TheywerekeptlbereforaeveraldByBoabrBBdandMli , ._ 

to pay a fine, and be aepsraled from each other. From ioformatiDD n- 
ceut!y received, we are, however, led to believe that these proceedinga 
are not sanctioned by the laws ol Norway, bat that a contrary deciaiia I 
baa been proDonneed by the supreme court nt CbriatiKnia. Wa hop* I 
that if any doubt remains on this important question, meaaurea wiUn I 
taken effectually to remove it. 

"Seieral cages have more recently occurred iu which parents luw 
been thrown into prison and kept there on bread and water, and fio>d 
very oppresaively, For not bringing their children to public bBpliatn, ■«- 
carding to the rites of the Lutheran Church, to which ceremony, i« 
whatever form practiaed, they conecientioosly object, bebeving that th* 
> one baptism.' which now laveth, is ' not the pnttiog away of the filth 
of tbe fleita, but the answer of a good conscience towards God by tb* 
resnrreclion of Jesua Christ.' 

" Others have suffered the loss of properly, or been prevented hom car - 
ryingontr&de.becBuse they conld Dot swear, and Ihns violate theexpnei* 
commaud of Christ and bia Apostle, ' Swear not at all.' 

'■ In some of tbe ahoie cases, and also in suits for eccteaiutical da- 
man ds, or for payments for the sapport of schools in which doctrines an 
taught from which they conacienlioaaly disaent, the aufferers ha>e In- 
quently been deprived of properly to three or four times tbe amoant of 
the original demand, and in aome jualaucei, loat nearly all their eallla. 

■* We cacDoc believe, that in tbia enlightened age, and in a eooali? 
mjoying a constitutional government, and profeaaing the ttlarmea 
faith, tlieae abuiea (worthy nf the dark ages of Rumiih *ap*ntitian| 
will, when fairly brought into <iew, lie aulfered to continue. 

"To rule over the conscience, and to command the fattb and (piribul 
allegiance of His creatnrea. is the prerogative of God. To force ooo* 
■cience, and seek by pensliii'a lo compel an eitemal compliance with 
doctrines or practices from uhich the heart dUsenbs must therefore b* 
offen«ive in His sight. 

" It ia. moreover, our conviction (a conviclioD. which is, we Rahnil. 
Kbondajilly confirmed by (he hialory of (he several Roman CathoUo and 
Proleataal naliona of Bornpe). ihiil the ihorongh maintainaoce bf 
governments of the priociplea of relig^uDi liberty, greatly contribnla* t» 

• Owim lo tbe ln)MrtiMI RiHllish lu 
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i1 itetrare of the peopU, over whom thef 
I amoDg them of the nnmber of upright 
I BDU citizens ; men fearing God and dljicharging 
inetr vanous aoiiea to Hia glory, ftod the benefit of their connlry. 

" We may, mareoter, conKdently HppenJ to oni rnlers and fellow anb- 
Jeets. in conflrniation of the fact, that the Society of Frienda hace ool 
■boHid the privileges cooferred upon them, and Ihit the variona eoact- 
uenta in favour of the full and Free exercise of religion by tho^e who 
differ from the Eatabliahed Cbnrch, have norked weU for oar beloved 
eonntry. 

" We would, therefore, in conclusion. reapeitfoUy hot esimeatlj crave 
(hat the meadures of mercy and justice may he extended to oaroppreaaed 
brethren in Norway, and particularly. 

" I ally. That they may be secured by law in the undisturbed exercias 
of public worship, according la their conacience. 

'■Sndly. That meirriagea solemnized according to their own naagea. 
insy be declared valid in law. 

"Srdly, That they may be exempt from all compulsion to anbmit 
tbeir children to water baptism, or any other religions rile from which 
they conscientiuualy diseent. 

*'4thly. 1'hat tbeir solemn affirmation may be received as asnbatitule 
for an oath in all cases, a false affirmation being, nt the same lime, 
nbject to the same paing and penalties as peijury. 

"filhly. That they may be relieved from the harBSEiing and oppresaiva 
proceedings to which theyarenowsahjected in reference to ecclesiaatical 
Mmanda, and rates For the anpport of the schools. 

" May that wiadom which is Irom above, guide and assist yonr delihe- 
lationa in this matter, to theetfectnal ralietof tender consciences, and I* 
the promotion of the welfare of yonr country, and the glory oF God '. 
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Katea •• fW fufgniig At Stanofccr. mHtiiig* are beU u 
' " mi— that imj, at Wa ud haltpMl t«o. Foatlb dar. at ima. 
' - , al ricma. Sink daj, at -ansa. Each mntinf luu abeot 
. Oa the bnakiag np of tlw «<eniD^ vrck-dar mrrting, bim 
~ ~ ten al Ibe KUe am read, mui; </ tb? attaidera bariag mr 
■ailT alta qoicl a lioie id tbeir owo hoaie*. To coaiplata 
Bofedacalioii.imieATaDaiiutobedDiie; althongh it »nttim 
e.uul weti vorthf of remark. tbaCvilh their limiifd rraooteM. 

tk« Friend* of StaTanger iboold alrfadj bate done » moch 

A *pecial tnbKriptioo ii ru*ed far auiidn^ tbe poor nieinbvn aad 
allCDdm in the iminirtion of thrir chiidreo. Thu aid t* allogetWr 
iodepeiideDt of the colleciiaiii for tbe poor aiiiOD)( tbeio ; and ae wn l W 
cbildren in Eliaa Taited'i Khool* are ihna edncaled . bat his heallh u4 
oitaer cirFDin>Iaii(-ea only illona of Ihe rrhool beinfc open a part of dM 
year. In abort the mean' appear allogelbpr inadeqnile lo Aa t»l 
designed, u reRardj the vant; oi Ihe riiinr generation. 

A ipecial fond if al» rained on brbalf ofthe poor stlendera at tami- 
in§ inio ore Jaenwig. snd who reqoire such uAnUuice. 

At ■* DuMngan and Hoooslitd.' mn-tiaga are held on First iaj, at 
taa. and half paat two. And on Fonrtb day. ai eleven. 

Strandeogn la a dmlsling meeliog, and ia only held oa FinI day, 
at eleren. Tbe member" lite far apart. 

Sjoldtogn, at Soren Crickneai. Firtl day, at eleten and bnlrpaatlwa, 
and oo Fifib day, at eteten. From thii Friend, all hia catlla wan 
taken for eeclenMtical diTnanda. eieepl one calf. 

Naratraod. Ojorn Noeaaa aita ailenlly and alone on Fint day. tbo> 

Etne. Uabriel SlelTenatn and wile ail dnitD in nirnce aa Rrat day 
io their OWD dwelling. 

of Aibjiini Kiotur, HhaiwHiaBniiWil iu IGt'.ractonkR 
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